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He fits fail for \nd\2Ly and arrt'ves at St. Helena. 
His TranfaSHons ijoith the People of that IJland. 
He doubles the Cape of Good Hope, and pro- 
ceeds to the Bay of Angra de San Bias. He 
thence fleers to a Place to ivhich he gi'ves the , 
Name of the Land of Good People, and af- 
terguards arrives at Cuama. 

JttT^^"^ E have already obferved, in the in- 
i% ^ trodu6lion to thefe volumes, that 
1^ W j^ before the reign of Emanuely King 
\^ Jf^ ':J oi Portugal, feveralfucceffive princes 
^^^ had made different difcoveries on 
the coaft of Jfrica, as far as the Cape ofGcod 
Hope, This laft Prince intending to profecute 
thefe difcoveries ilill farther, csl^jl^^^ \}wt^^ ^\^^^ 
Vol. VUL B ^^ 
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to be equipped for that purpofe, and gave die 
command of them to Vafco de Gama, a noble- 
man of great abilities, wljom he raifed to the 
rank of Admiral. Thefe (hips were the St. 
Gabriel, the Admiral's ihip ; the St. Raphael, 
under the command of Paul de Gama, the Ad- 
miral's brother; and the Berrioy commanded 
by Nicholas Coello, in all which were no more 
than 1 60 men. Thefe fhips attended with a 
bark laden with provifions, failed from Selem on 
the 8thof y«^, 1497 ; and after being expofed 
to continual florms, in which they frequently 

fave themfelves over for loft, entered a large 
ay, which the men called Jngra de Santa 
Elena, or the bay of St. Helena, from their firH 
feeing it on that Saint's day. 

The inhabitants of this ifland were blacks, 
fmall of ftature, and ill favoured. When they 
fpoke, it feemed as if they fighed. They were 
cloathed with the fkins of beafls, and concealed 
what modefty taught them to hide, in wooden 
cafes, that were very well made. Their arms 
were oaken ftaves, hardened with fire, and point- 
ed at the end with the horns of bfeafts. They 
lived on roots, fea wolves, mews, pigeons, and 
fba crows, with other beafts and birds. The 
Admiral immediately ordered fearch to be made 
for fome river ; but without fuccefs. How- 
ever, they inet with water the next day^ where 
the Admiral landed, in order to try whether he 
could get any intelligence of the diftance be- 
tween that place and the Cape of Good Hope, 
The Admir^ in his walks, took a man ga- 
dwrlng honey, and carried hiip on \>o2kxd\ 
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but none of the (hips crew underftanding him> 
he was the next day well drefTed, and fet on 
(hore> which fo pleaTed his countrymen, that 
the day following about 15 of them came 
down towards the fliips, upon which the. Ad- 
miral went again on fhore, carrying with him 
gold, pearly and fpices, but finding by the little 
notice thefe people took of them, that they 
were unacquainted with them, he gave them 
bells, little tin-rings, and counters, with which 
they feemed highly pleafed, and in return fup- 
plied their benefaAprs with plenty of fuch 
provifions as the country afforded ; but this 
friendly intercourfe was of fhort duration, for 
Fernando Velofoy a young- man being defirous 
of vifiting their towns, went to the houfes of 
the natives, where he was welcomed with great 
hofpitality, and for his entertainment they had 
dreffed a feal, which difcompoiing his flomach, 
he rofe, and retired with iiens of loathing and 
difguft, while the natives mftead of oppofing 
his departure, attended him to the fhore ; but 
he fufpedtin^ their intentions, no fooner came 
within hearing of his companions, than he 
called aloud for help, when fome of the Por- 
tuguefe landing, behaved in fuch a manner, 9^ 
to terrify the natives, who ran affrighted to 
the woods. This behaviour made them con- 
fider the Fortuguefe as their enemies, and, there^ 
fore, foon after returning with their lances in 
their hands, they fuddenly rufhed upon de Ga- 
ma^ and his officers, who were flanding un- 
armed, and obliged them to itVct^x. ci^X^^'w.^'* 
after having wounded foui oi ^^em^ -wjassw 
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vvliom was the Admiral, who received a wound^ 
in his foot, but the Portuguefe were no fooner 
on board, than they revenged themfelves with 
their crofs-bows. 

On the i6th of No^vemher they weighed, and 
failed from St, Helena with a fouth-weft wind, 
and on the i8th in the evening came in fight 
of the Cape of Good HopCy which they doubled 
on the 2oth, founding their trumpets, and en- 
gaging in feveral diverfions, as expreflions of 
their joy. As they coafted along the fhore, 
they had the profpcft of a very fine country, 
interfperfed with woods and lawns, abounding 
with numerous herds of large and fmall cattle, 
and peopled with blacks, who refembled thofe 
of St. Helena. De Gama^ having at length run 
70 leagues beyond the cape, arrived at another 
Day, to which he gave the name of Angra de 
San Bias, near which is a fmall ifland, where 
the fhips lay to take in a fupply of water. The 
land about this bay is very fertile, and abounds 
with elepharits and fine oxen, ufed by the na- 
tives inftead of horfes. There were alfo a 
multitude of penguins, and a prodigious num- 
ber of feals, 

A few days after their arrival, there appeared 
about 90 of the inhabitants, fome on the fands, 
and other on the mountains, upon which the 
Admiral landed with all his men well armed, 
and drawing near the fhore, threw upon the 
land little bells, which the negroes took up, 
and fome came fo nigh as to receive them out 
of his own hand; when venturing on fhore 
%vjth his men, he exchanged fomfc i^d m^x- 
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caps for ivory bracelets. A few days after, 
above 200 blacks came down with 1 2 oxen and 
four fheep, and on the Portuguefe going on 
fliore, they be^an to play upon four flutes, 
accompanied with feveral voices, which made 
no difagreeable mufic. The Admiral ilriking 
in with this humour, ordered the trumpets to 
found, while his men danced along with the 
natives, and thus the day pafTed in mirth and 
feaifting. Not long after, many more blacks, 
men and women, came again with cattle, of 
whom the Portuguefe bought an ox ; but per- 
ceiving fome young Negroes behind the bufties, 
with weapons in their hands, the Admiral fuf- 
pedled fbme treachery, and, therefore, ordered 
his people to retire to a place of greater fecu- 
rity. The blacks then went along the fhore, 
keeping pace with the boats till they came to 
the place where the Portuguefe had landed, and 
then joined themfelves in a body, as if they 
intended to light ; but the Admiral being un- 
willing to hurt them, withdrew in his boats, 
only ordering two brafs pieces of ordnance 
to be Ihot oiF to frighten them, at which t)iey 
were fo terrified, that they ran away in confu- 
fion, leaving their weapons behind ; but after- 
wards fending fome of his men on fhore to ere£t 
a pillar, on which was the king of Portugal's 
arms and a crofs, the Negroes pulled it down 
before their faces. 

De Gama left this place on the eighth of 
No*vemherj and foon after met with a dreadful 
ftorm. On Chriftmas-day t\\e^ ^^V4 \axA, ^V\s^ 
for that /eaibn they caWed Tierva de l^a\a\ 
B 3 ^^-^ 
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the town, the King went round it to ^ve the 
inhabitants an opportunity of beholding his 
^ncry, and t^en taking Jionzo to his houfe, 
Tupped with him upon an hen and boiled mil- 
let. Here many of the Negroes came to fee 
Aknzo and his attendant, and the next day 
they were fent back with fome blacks loaden 
with hens for the Admiral, who returned them 
thanks, and called the place The Land-of-Good- 
People. 

The houfes of the town were all of flraw, 
and pretty well fumiflied; the females were 
more numerous than the males, for among 20 
men there were 40 women. On their arms 
and legs they wore copper bracelets, and pieces 
of copper in their hair. Their weapons were 
long-DOWs, with arrows and darts pointed 
with iron, daggers with hilts of pewter and 
(heaths of ivory. They were fo fond of linen, 
that they gave a large quantity of copper for 
a fhirt, and fo tradable, that they brought 
water to the boats from a river called Cobio, a 
a quarter of a mile diftant from the place where 
the Portuguefe took in water. 

Departing from thence on the 15 th of Ja- 
nuary^ they proceeded along a low coaft, full 
of very large and lofty trees, as far as Cape 
Corientes or the Cape of Currents^ proceeding 
50 leagues beyond Sofala^ without feeing that 
city. On the 24th they entered the mouth of 
a very large river, up which de G^w^ with fe- 
veral of the men, proceeded in their boats * ; 

* This country is noi,^ cfllleci C>0i'wxc3.» 

•0^ 
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the land was low like the former, and abounded 
in tall trees, loaden with a variety . of fruits, 
and proceeding farther they found feveral boats 
with fails made of palm. The Portuguefe were 
encouraged at feeing thefc people, who under- 
flood fbmething of failing, a circumilance 
which they had not met with before on all 
thefe coafts ; the natives came in their boats 
to the fhips without fear or hesitation, and be- 
haved to the Portuguefe with as much familiari- 
ty, as if they had been old acquaintance. They 
Were of a good fize, but went naked, with 
only a piece of linen cloth hanging down be- 
fore. The Admiral treated them kindly, 
gave them fmall bells and other toys, and 
talked with them by figns ; for none on board 
underftood their language. They afterwards 
returned in their boats with others, bringing 
provifions, and more of the natives came 
along the water-fide, among whom were fome 
pretty women dreffed like the men, each of 
whom had three holes in her lips, in which 
were three bits of tin, and thefe took fome 
of the Portuguefe with them to make merry 
at a neighbouring town, where they got their 
water. 

On the third day two perfons of rank canie 
in their boats to vifit tlie Admiral. Thefe had 
their aprons larger than the reft, and one of 
them wore on his head an handkerchief wrought 
withfilk, and the other a green fattin cap. 
De Gama gave them a courteous reception, in- 
vited them to eat, and gave them apparel with 
other things; but they feemed b^ iVvdi looks 

V3i 
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to fct no value on them. However, it appear- 
ed from certain figns made by a young man^ 
that they were of a diflant country, and had 
feen as large fhips as thofe they were then in ; 
and when they were landed, they offered fome 
pieces of callico to fale. De Gama rejoiced 
at thefe happy tokens, and all on board were 
elevated with the hopes of foon reaching the 
treafures of India^ wherefore the Admiral called 
this, 7he River of Good Signs, and eredled a 
pillar, on which was carved a crucifix, and 
under it the arms of Portugal. Here they alfo 
refitted their fhips, and endeavoured to cure 
the men who were fick of the fcurvy. 




CHAP. 
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CHAP. II. 

7h^ fail from the River of Good-Signs, ana 
arri've at Mofambique, ivhere they are *vi- 
Jited hy the Sheik^ ivho, after gi'ving them c 
kind Reception^ upon a Supfojition of their be- 
ing Turks, makes fe<veral Attempts to defiroy 
themy for ^which the Admiral demolijhes thi 
Totvny and proceeds to Mombafia, nvhere the) 
are alfo atfirft treated 'with great Ci'vilityy it, 
order to obtain an Opportunity to revenge thi 
Mifchiefs done at Mofambique, on vohich the) 
proceed to Melinda, ivhere the Admiral is li- 
fted by the King, De Gama's Proceedings 
there J and the moft material Events till hi: 
Arrival at Calicut. 

THEY failed from hence on the 24th o] 
January y and on the i^ oi March de- 
fcried four iflaiids ; from one of which came 
feven or eight fmall boats that followed the 
Ihips, the men calling out and making iigni 
to induce them to ftay for them. As foon a: 
they were at anchor, the boats came up witt 
feveral people of a good ftature, and darl 
complexion, cloathed with flriped callico o 
feveral colours, which fome wore clofe to thei: 
knees, and others on their ihoulders like 
cloaks ; their heads being covered with liner 
turbans wrought with filk and gold. Thej 
Jiad /words and daggers like the Moorsy anc 
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)ught with them mufical inllruments called 
kbuts. On their coming on board they dif- 
jrfed in Arabic^ and the Admiral having 
lered an entertainment to be provided for 
;m, they eat and drank heartily, during 
lich he defired to know the name of the 
indy together with the manners and cuftoms 
. the inhabitants, and the exa6l diilance 
►m thence to India ; to which they replied. 
It the iiland was called Mo/ambiquey and 
.s fubjedl to the King, of ^loa, that there 
IS a town in it full of merchants who 
ded to India for (jpices, precious ftones, 
d other commodities ; they let him know 
It he had . already vpafled by the coun- 
' of So/ala, which abounded with gold, in- 
•med him of the diftance from thence toC«- 
uf, and offered to fteer the fhips into the 
rbour, which was immediately complied 
th. 

The town of Mo/ambique ftands in i5®fouth 
itude, and the country, which is rendered 
healthy by its numerous marlhes, was inha- 
ted by blacks, who lived in huts made of 
ly, and thatched with ftraw ; but a great 
imber of Ihips reforted thither for the con- 
nience. of trade, though at this time the 
>wer and wealth of the ifland was chiefly en- 
ofled by the Arabian merchants, who ufed 
iTels fattened together with wooden pegs, in- 
;ad of nails, and the fails were of matts 
ade of palm-tree leaves. Thefe Arabians 
ade ufe of the comipafs ; IvaA fe?L t\v»xV5» x^-^x. 
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were tolerably accurate, and were furnifhei 
with feveral agronomical inflruments* 

The Sheik, and the reft of the people tak- 
ing the Portuguefe for 7urks or Moors^ vifited 
the firft fhip that entered the harbour, but foon 
returned, becaufe there were none on board 
who underftood their language ; but the reft of 
the fhips having entered the harbour, the Sheik 
fent them prefents and provifions, defiring 
kave to come on board, and in return De Gama 
fent him red hats, fhort gowns, coral, brafs 
bafons, hawk's bells, arid other things, which he 
made flight of, afking what they were good for, 
and why the Admiral did not fend him fcarlet ? 
De Gama to prepare againft his coming, ordered 
all the fick men to be kept out of nght, and 
thofe that were perfectly well in the reft of the 
fliips to be fent to his, where they were put 
under arms. The Shiek appeared richly drefl*- 
ed ; he was tall, lean, arid dreffed in a kind 
of fliirt which hung down to his heels, and 
over it had a kind of loofe veft of Mecca vel- 
vet. On his head he wore a filk cap of va- 
rious colours trimmed with gold, and at his 
girdle, a fvvord and dagger, the hilt of the 
former fet with diamonds, and his feet were 
covered with iilk flioes. He was attended by 
armed men with drums and ivory trumpets. 
The Admiral received him at the entrance of 
the fliip, and conduced him with fome of 
his people into the cabbin, while the reft re- 
mained in the boats. DeGama apologized for 
his not fending him fcarlet, by afluring hin 
^e had brought JRone with him. The She- 
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and his company eat and drank very heartily ; 
aiked whether they were Turh, which he fup- 
pofed they were, from the whitenefs of their 
complexion, and defired a iight of their bows, 
and of the books of their law. The Admiral 
anfwered, that he came from the Weft, and 
belonged to a great kingdom bordering upon 
Titrky ; but had no books of their law with 
them. He fhewed him fome crofs-bows, which 
were fhot oiF before him, and fome armour 
that greatly raifed his admiration. At this 
meeting de Gama had intelligence that the dif- 
tance uom thence to Calicut was 900 leagues, 
and that it was necefTary for him to take a pi- 
lot from that country, to condudl him thither. 
Upon this he defired the Sheik to fupply him 
with two pilots, which he readily granted, and 
returned with them the next day ; when the pi- 
lots confented to undertake the voyage, upon his 
giving each of them 30 crowns and a coat, 
and one of them was to remain conftantly on 
board, while they ftaid in the harbour. 

This harmony was, however, but of fhort 
continuance ; for the Sheik or Governor, n'o 
iboner difcovered the Portuguefe to be Chriftiansy 
than his friendfhip was converted into averfion, 
and he began to lay fchemes for deftroying de 
Gama and feizing the fhips. The Portuguefe 
were infulted by the populace, and a plot was 
laid for the Admiral's life, which he had the 
happinefs to difcover ; one of the pilots made 
his efcapC;, and fome of the people who went 
on il J ore, in order to wood and water, wer^ 
attacked by feven vcffels, atid>NO\)X^Vvq^\i^^^ 

Vol. VUL C ^^ 



:ond timey and fending tnc uv^^w, .. 
by force, while the Moon kept at a i 
fear of the ordnance. 

On the 24th of March one of 
braving the fleet from the Ihore, it 
to revenge this infult, and the oth 
he had fuflered, manned out the boat 
he caufcd fome ordnance to be plac( 
ter driving a bodv of men from the 
came to oppofe his landing, and t: 
of them prifoners, among whom c 
happened to be a pilot, he deftroy 
with his great guns, and obliged 
tants to fly into the country. 

De Gama finding that his flayinj 
would be attended with great d 
fteered to another ifland at four m 
and from thence failed to ^iloc 
forced by contrary wiftds and tem; 
ther to return, an Arabian^ witJ 
•-J ♦« Mplinda^ 
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They arrived at that city on the 27 th of 
April \ but as the ihips lay without the bar, a 
bark approached them in the night, with about 
100 men in Turkijb habits, armed with fcimeters 
and bucklers, and would have boarded them, 
had they not been prevented by the Admiral's 
giving orders that no more than four fhould 
Se admitted. Thefe four feemed by their drefs 
to be above the common rank, and thefe he 
cbliged to lay afide their arms before they 
came, excuiing his precaution by obferving, 
that he was a ftranger to the coaft. He, how- 
ever, entertained them in a very handfome 
stanner, on which they told him that the King 
being informed of his arrival, had fent them 
with compliments of congratulation, and pro- 
siifed to load his fhips with fpice's ; obferving 
that there were many Chriftians on the ifland, 
which agreeing with the report of the pilots, 
he readily believed what they told him. The 
Vtxt day the King fent to compliment the Ad- 
miral, and made mm a prefent of fruit. Thefe 
deputies told him there were many Chriftians 
in the place, and that they themfelves were of 
that number. They advi&d him to approach 
the city, and come to an anchor in the harbour, 
where the King could more conveniently give 
the Portuguese freih proofs of his inclination to 
lerve them. The Admiral believing them to 
be iincere, exprefled his acknowledgments, and 
treating them very kindly, promifed to comply 
with his Majefty's requell. He fet- on ihore 
two of his exiles with presents to the Kiiv^^ 
vko treated them with tVie uimoft. \^o^^\\i^v^"i > 
C z '^^ 
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and ordered fome of the natives to fh^w them 
the city. In their way they faw many pri (on- 
ers in irons, and were carried to the houfe of 
two merchants of India j who were Chriftians, 
after which the King fent them back with fam- 
ples of corn and fpices, bidding them tell the 
Admiral, that he might have what quantity he 
pleafed for gold, filver, amber, and other com- 
moditiesi at a lefs price than any were elfe. 

It was immediately refolved to accept of this 
offer of fpices, and the next morning . at flood 
they prepared to enter the harbour ; but the 
Admiral's (hip ftriking on a Ihoal, he again caft 
anchor, upon which, the natives who were on 
board went into their boat, and at the fame in- 
ftantthe two pilots jumped into the fea, and 
were taken up by the natives, who could not 
be prevailed upon to return and deliver thera. 
This naturally gave the Admiral a diflruft of 
the King, whofe affedled civility was only dif- 
iimulation ; for having heard of what had paf- 
fed at Mofamhique^ he had refolved to deftory 
the Portuguefe, while the fhips were in the har- 
bour, and two of the perfons whom the Admi- 
ral had feized and brought from Mo/ambique^ 
being put to the torture, by dropping hot ba- 
con upon their flefh, confefFed that they had 
plotted the deftruftion of the fhips, and that 
the pilots had efcaped from the fear of its bein|^ 
difcovered. 

The execution of the projeft for deftrojring 

the Portuguefe, being thus prevented, the King 

immediately concerted another fcheme for de- 

/iroyiog them ; but in the ni^VvtlK^ watch pcr-» 
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ctiving that the cables fhook, at firft imagined 
it was caufed by fome tunny fifh, of which 
there are great numbers in thofe feas, till fevc- 
lal men were found fwimming about, and cut- 
ting it with their fwords, in order that the (hip 
might run a-ground. Others had alfo got among 
the tackle of the fore-maft of another (hip ; but 
on their being difcovered, they plunged into 
the fea, and fwam to fome^boats, that lay at a 
diftance to receive them. The Admiral being 
therefore convinced of the treachery of thefe 
people, rcfolved to fail immediately to Me^ 

Mombajfa^ is an ifland, fituated near the con- 
tinent, from which it is divided by a river that 
fells into the fea by two mouths. The city 
which was governed by a King, was very large, 
and feated upon an high rock. At the enter- 
ance of the port was a fmall low fort, near 
the water. The houfes were built with ftone ; 
the cielings wrought in figures, with a com- 
pofition like plaifter of Parisy and the ftreets 
made a good appearance. The inhabitants 
were of different complexions, fome being 
much \^i fwarthy than others. They were 
richly drefled, efpecially the women, who wore 
iilk gowns, adorned with gold ana jewels. A 
great trade was carried on for various forts of 
merchandize, and the harbour was continually 
full of (hips. Here they found plenty of pro- 
vifions, as millet, rice, cattle, and fowls, which 
were all very fat, and their (heep, which were 
very fine, had no tails ; from the taaiw-Kx^^L 
were alfo broyjht ivory -ware, atid. \\or^^^ ♦ ^^*- 
C 3 SS^.*^ 
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iiland was very pleafant, and afforded excelleaC 
water. It was full of orchards, and planted 
with oranges, lemons^ citrons, Indian figs, and 
pomegranates. 

The Admiral having got clear of the bay, 
left Momhajfa on the 13th, and foon after 
chafed tuo fambucos, or fmall pinnaces, one 
of which he took, with 1 7 men on board, and 
a coniiderable quantity of gold and illver, and 
the fame day reached MeUnda^ which is 18 
leagues from Mombajfa^ and fituated in 3^ 
fouth-latitude. The city is feated on the plain* 
eil part of a rocky coad, and encompailed with 
palms, and woods of fruit-trees, among which 
the oranges excel, on account of their iizc 
and gopdnefs. The inhabitants had plenty of 
provifions, as millet, rice, fheep, and poultry, 
which are very good, and remarkably cheap. 
The city was large, with handfome (Ireets and 
houfes, built with flone, feveral flories high, 
with terraces on the top. The natives of 
the country were very fwarthy ; they had curl- 
ed hair, and were ftrong, and well propor- 
tioned. They, wore turbans wrought with 
filk and gold, and from the waift downwards 
were cloathed with iilk and cotton Huffs, while 
others wore ihort cloaks of callico ; their 
fwords and daggers were handibmly ornament- 
ed ; they were left-handed, and being good ar- 
chers, never went without their bows and arrows. 
The women were very beautiful, and were 
richly drefTed in the fame manner as the men, 
only they wore veils, which were laced with 
gold. The Grangers who had fettled in this 
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city were Arahiansy and moil of the merchants 
who traded to it, were of Camhaya or 
iaitxgraty thefe brought fpices, copper, callico, 
aztd quick-iilver, which they exchanged for 
gold, amber, ivory, pitch, and wax. The 
King was a Mabojnetany and ferved with much 
rreater ftate than the fovereigns of the places, 
Uiefe fhips had before vifited. 

Dei Gama rejoiced at feeing a city that had 
feme refemblance to thofe of Frotugaly and an- 
chored within a league of it. But nobody 
came on board for fear of being made prifon- 
ers; for the pinnace the Admiral had juft be- 
fore taken, probably raifed the belief of their 
being pirates. De Gama therefore ordered an 
Arabian prifoner who was one of thofe he had 
taken in the pinnace, and had promifed to 
get him pilots in this place, to be fet on a fhelf 
over againft the city, from whence a boat came 
immediately to fetch him* This man being 
condudled to the King, he informed him, that 
the Admiral dedred to enter into an alliance with 
lum. The King returned an anfwer to the Ad- 
aiirars fatisfadion, with a prefent of three fheep, 
and a confiderable .quantity of oranges and 
fagar canes, which was returned with a pre- 
fent of a hat, three brafs bafons, fome fmall 
bells, and two fcan^es. 

The next day deGama proceeded with his 
ftips nearer the city, and anchored by four 
veflels belonging to the Chriftians of Indian 
where the King fent fome perfons to vifit him, 
and to let him know, that he himfelf would 
vifit him the next day. 

V 
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In the mean time the Chriflians from the Zv- 
dia fhipsy with the King's leave viiited de Gama. 
They were well proportioned, and of a browa 
complexion. They wore long gowns of white 
callico ; their beards were large, and their hair, 
which was long like that of women, was plaited 
under their turbans. They had fome little 
knowledge of the Arahic^ from their trading 
with the Arahsy of whom they advifed the Ad- 
miral to be upon his guard. On feeing a pic- 
ture reprefenting the Virgin Mary and fome of 
the Apoftles, they fell down and worfhipped 
it, for which purpofe they afterwards repaired 
thither every day, ridiculoufly offering to the 
pidlure, pepper and other things. 

The next day, in the afternoon, the King of 
Melinda came in a large boat, dreffed in a gown 
of crimfon damaflc, lined with green fattin, with, 
a rich fcarf roiled round his head. He fat in 
a wtry handfome chair, neatly inlaid with wire, 
on a iilk cufhion, with another by him, on 
which was placed a hat of crimfon fattin. Near 
him flood an old man, who held a very rich 
fword with a filver fcabbard. He was alfo at- 
tended with about 20 of his fubjcfts richly 
dreffed with muficians, who played on fackbuts, 
and two ivory flutes, eight fpans in length, 
neatly made, with a little hole in the middle, 
on which they played. De Gama went to meet 
the Xing in his boat, adorned with flags, and 
attended by twelve of the principal perfons in 
his three fhips. After many falutations, he at 
the King's defire went into his boat. His ma- , 
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afted him feveral quefHoni in relation to the 
oountry he came from, the name of his Xing, 
and the motives which had "brought him into 
tiwic fcas. Thefc queftions the Admiral an^ 
^ered> after which the king promifed him a 
pSot for Caliaity and invited him to take die 
pleaAire his palace afforded. De Gama how- 
ever excofed hinjfelf; but promifed to call 
there at his return, and at the fame time made 
kis majefly a prefenjt of all the prifoners he had 
lately taken, at which he was highly pleafed. 

Tnc King was afterwards rowed up to the 
flips, which he beheld with forprife, and was 
Lighly delighted with the firing of the ordi- 
nance, telling the Admiral, that he never faw 
amy mro who pleafed him fo well as the Portu- 
ptffit and he wifhed he had fome of them to 
affift him in his wars. At parting the Admiral 
allowed two men to accompany him, and had his 
Ion, and an ecclefiaflic, as hoftages for their re- 
tinm» The next day de Gama^ and one of the 
Captains of his fhips went with armed boats to 
the fhore, to have a nearer view of the city. 

On the 21 fl oi Aprily de Gama was vifited by 
aperibn of rank, and as he had not feen any- 
body from the city for two days before, he be- 
•an to be uneafy, and to apprehend the King's 
being offended at his refufing to land, and 
his iufpicions encreafed, when he found that 
this perfoR, who came from the King, brought 
BO pilot with him, of which the King being 
informed, he immediately fent him a Gentile of 
^uaurai. This pilot, de Faria obferves, w^^ 
lb tx^n m navigation, that be\u^ &^^>«\v ^tv. 
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aftrolabe, he took little notice of 
ufed to more confiderabk inilrum 
13 faid that tie Gmxa found a comj 
and quadranti, in iife upon thefe t 
De Gama fet fail from Mtlmdji on 
Aprilf and refolved now to quit the i> 
lie had hitherto coaited^ and iruO 
the main ocean, under the conduQ: 
ftl pilot* In this ran he had rema. 
weather, and crofled that great 
leagues, which lies between Aftka 
thcr peninfula of India in 25 day 
J 7th of May they faw land, and q 
the pilot perceived the mountains 
and immediately inibrming the A 
latter was fo tranfported with joy, tl 
an entertainment for the whole cre^ 
after came to an anchor in an opci 
leaguea below Calkta^ 
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CHAP. III. 

1 ( Dc Gama incited to Court, A Defcription of the 
: temples near Calicut. De Gama obtains an 
^ Audience of the Zamorin, njuho gives him a 
favourable Receptiony but being aftemvards im- 
pofed upon by the Intrigues of the Arabian Mer^ 
chants J treats him ivithfome Severity ^ and the 
Admiral is confined \ but at length fet at Liberty, 
The moft material TranfaQion^ till their leading 
Calicut,' vjithfome Account of the Manners and 
Cuftoms of the People.^. 

I /^N the 2ith of May the Admiral came to 
\J an anchor on the coaft of Malabar^ about 
two leagues from Calicut^ and foon after feveral 

• fiftiermen in their boats rowed up to the fleet, 
greatly admiring the Ihips. They were of a 

\ brown complexion and naked, except a fmall 
piece of linen which hung before. De Gama 
gave thefe people a courteous reception, and 
bought fome of their fi fh, after which they con- 
■ dufted him nearer to Calicut^ where he call an- 
chor without the bar, and immediately fent one 

' of his bani(hed men on fliore in one of the 
filhermen's boats, to get intelligence of the 
place, and to form fome knowledge of the man- 
ner in which he fhould be received. The peo- . 
pie immediately thronged about this ftranger ; 
aiked the fifhermen many queftions^ a.wd "^^^^ 

: grcatl/ furpnTed at his drels, viYudo. ^N^^ ^^ '^^- 



that he was acquainted with 
7unis^ whence he came; but 
ceive hpw any Portuguefe Ihipj 
ther^i-flHe then gave the m 
ments^ and went with him to 
whoni he no fooner faw, th 
in ^panijhp ** Goo4 luck ! go 
*' rubies, many emeralds ! T 
*' give God thanks for brin 
** there are all forts of fpi 
•* ftones, with all the riches 
The Admiral and thofc wl 
were fo furprifed at meeting v 
fpeak their language, fo fai 
tears of joy ftarted into the 
embraced Bontaiboy and mal> 
ieated himfelf by him, and 
Chriilian ? and how he cam 
/^'3d anfwered, that he was 
«»nd had been chief contra< 
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mote Uieir deiigns to the utmoft of his power. 
De Gama thanked him heartily, and promife4 
to reward him nobly for whatever fervice he 
ihould do him, declaring, that he was overjoyed 
at meeting with fuch a friend, and believed God 
had fent him thither before him to give fuccefs 
to the voyage. He then aiked Bontaibo feveral 
quefHons relating to the Sovereign of C^i/rV^/, to 
which he replied, that he was a Prince of a 
very good difpofition, and he did not doubt 
but he would gladly receive the Admiral as 
AmbafTador from a foreign King, efpecially, if 
he came to fettle a trade, and had brought any 
merchandize with him, fince the King's reve- 
nue chiefly arofe from the duties on goods: 
that his Nlajefty was then at Panane^ a village 
fituated near the fea, five leagues from Calicut^ 
and that he ought immediately to fend his Ma- 
jefty notice of his arrival, which the Admiral 
did, and difmifTcd Bontaibo with prefents. 

The Zamorin, or Emperor, being informed 
by tlujfe meffengers, that the Admiral had let- 
• ters to him from the King of PortugaU a Chrif- 
tian Prince, he fent to bid him welcome, and 
at the fame time ordered him a pilot to condudt 
him t.) Padaraney where there was a good har- 
bour for the fhips, with orders for the Admiral 
to go from thence by land to Calicut^ where he 
would be ready to receive him. De Gama ac- 
cordingly fleered with the Ihips to Padarane, but 
would not enter too far into the port for fear of 
treachery. Here an order was fent him from 
the Cutwal, or officer for foreign affairs, with 
pcrmiflion to land whenever he p\e^&^» Xi^-^^xv. 
/[ToL. VIIL B ^Vv^ 
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enemies, and would be (till more i 
confideration of their coming to 
their trade, and therefore, as the fi 
voyage depended on his life, he 
more advifeable to fend fome oth< 
his dead, and in this opinion he \ 
by all the reft; bat de Gama di 
whatever happened he was refolve 
felf, alledging that it was his MaJ4 
to encourage traders, and that he 
to fear, as the inhabitants were 
but that in cafe any accident happ 
they fhould give themfelves no c 
his fafety, but fail diredly homcw 
to the King of Portugal the news 
ing difcovered t\iz Indies, 

The next day de Gama fet ou 
which was furnifhed with ordnai 
by 1 2 of his officers, with flags 
trnmnets founding. The Cutw 
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At a place called Capocats, they reded, and 
having dined on rice and fruit, they entered 
fome boats, and failed down the river. De 
Gama and his attendants were afterwards con- 
duced to a large Indian temple^ built of free- 
ftone, and covered with tiles. Over the door 
hung feven bells, and before it ftood a pillar 
made of wire, as high as the maft of a fhip, 
with a weathercock of the fame at the top. M 
the enterance of this temple, they were met by 
four men, naked from the girdle upwards, and 
from thence to the knees covered with callico, 
and over the fhoulder of each were three firings 
tied under the left arm. They fprinkled the 
company with a fpange dipped in a fountain, 
and prefented to each, fanders wood powdered 
to drew upon their heads, and with this, the 
Portugu^ made the fign of the crofs on their 
foreheads. On the walls of this temple were 
.many painted images, fome with great teeth 
ilickin? above an inch out of their mouths, 
and others with four arms, and fuch frightful 
faces, that the Portuguefe began to doubt, whe- 
ther it was a Chndian church or not. In the 
middle was a little round chapel, over which 
was a tower, built with freeftone, with a fmall 
wire door, and done dairs, to which they af- 
cended on the outfide by deps. In the wall 
oppoiite to this enterance dood an image, which 
from the darknefs of the place, could not be 
didin6lly viewed, and admittance was denied 
to all, except the pried, who approaching and 
|)ointing to the k^\xxt^ called aloxxd, Maria I 
Mana / when the Cutwal aiid Vi\^ ^xxs.^^^^"^^ 
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timing before the chapel, fell flat on 1 
ground with their hands before them thi 
times, and then prayed flan ding, while 
Gama and the reft who took it for an image 
the Virgin fell on their knees and praye 
onlv tne Juan de Sala who had fome dou 
faid as h^ was kneeling, *' If this be the De^ 
** I worfhip God," which made de Gama a 
the reft of the Portuguefe fmilc. 

They now walked in proceflion towards t 
palace, followed by a prodigious multitude 
people ; but at their entering the city, the pr 
was fo great, that they were almoft ftifled, a 
could fcarce move forward, which obliged i 
Cutwal to take them into a houfe, where \ 
brothef, who was a perfon of great diftinfti< 
met him with feveral Naires, who were fent 
the Zamorin to conduft de Gatna to coi 
Thefe were preceded by trumpets and fackbu 
and one of the Naires had a fmall piece of oi 
aiance which he difcharged from time to tin 
After the coming of the Cutwal's brother, t 
people fell behind with as much refpeft, as 
the Zamorin had been there in perfon. Tli 
were now attended by at leaft 3000 men 
arms, and de Gama was highly pleafed w 
the manner of his reception ; for turning 
thofe who were with him, he faid, " They 1 
** tie think in Portugal what honour is done 
« here." 

An hour before fun-fet they arrived at t 

Zamorin's palace, which was very large, a 

made an handfome appearance, it being f 

rouhded with a variety of trees, 3«kd acco 
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dated with delightfal gardens, adorned with 
fountains. At the palace gate they were re- 
ceived by feveral of the grandees, who con- 
dufied them through five large courts, with 
gates to each, attended by ten porters, who 
were obliged to lay about them with their fHcks 
to clear the way, and on their approaching the 
audience chamber, were met by the Isj^ing's 
chief Bramin, a little old man, who embraced 
deGamuy and condu£led. them all in; but the 
people prefledfo violently to get in with them, 
m order to fee the Zamorin, that feveral were 
fqueezed to death, and this had like to have 
been the fate of two of the Portuguefe, had not 
the porters laid on unmercifully to make room 
for them. 

The hall into which the Portuguefe were con- 
dafted, was fet round with feats, rifing one 
above another in the manner of an amphi- 
theatre ; the floor was covered with a rich car- 
pet, and the walls hung with filk tapeftry in- 
terwoven with gold. The Zamorin, who was 
pf a brown complexion, lufty and advanced in 
years, lay reclined upon a fopha covered with 
white iilk wrought with gold, with a rich ca- 
nopy over his head. He wore a fhort coat of 
fine callico, adorned with branches and rofes of 
beaten gold. It was buttoned with large 
pearls, and the button holes were of gold 
thread ; about his waift was a piece of white 
callico, which reached to his knees. On his 
head was a mitre adorned with jewels ; in his 
■ cars were jewels of the fame klud^ ^.^ad \i^">}cv 
his toes and Angers fpatrkleA \v\\)cv ^Ya.\s\^^^ 
D 3 ^'^^^^ 
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ivith fait and areca, an apple nu 
an hazel-nut. There was anoth* 
fcl for the King to fpit in, and ; 
tain with water to waih his mom 
fent held their left hand before 
.'that their breath might not read 
rin, before whom it is reckoned 
{pit fir fneeze. 

On ^e GamcCs appoaching the 
according to the cuftom of the co 
his body three tinges, with bis ha 
liead, his Majefty looked on hi 
placency ; but returned his falut 
a rttanncr, that the motion of h 
fcarcely be perceived, then m? 
him to advance, he caufed hir 
near him, and the reft entering 
the fame manner, he gave ordc 
ing feated oppofite to him, a: 
^ — ..ryVit for them to cool their 
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indecent to touch the vefTel with their lips 
when drinking, they in compliance with the 
caftom, held it at fome diilance above their 
moaths ; but not being ufed to that manner of 
.receiving liquor, it either overcharged their 
. throats, and made them coueh, or falling on 
' one fide, wet their cloaths, which made diver- 
i fion for the whole court. 
^ At length the Zamorin ordered de Gama, by 
Ms interpreter, to lay his bufinefs before his 
officers, who were prefent, that he might be 
wformed of it from them, upon which the Ad- 
miral let him know, that he could not with 
honour recede from the cuftom obferved by the 
Chriltian Princes of Europe, which was to hear 
Efiibafladors themfelves, in the prefence of only 
* few of their Councellors. The Zamorin, 
faid, that he approved that cuftom, and or- 
<iering de Gama to be conduced into another 
Apartment, which was like the firft, followed 
JJ^ith only his interpreter, his chief Bramin, 
Jis Betel Sener, and .the Comptroller of the 
«oulhoId. Being feated on a fopha, he afked 
^he Admiral what country he came from, and 
J«e occafron of his coming, to which he an- 
fwcred, that he was EmbafTador from the 
King of Portugal, the greateft Monarch for 
power and riches in all the weft, who having 
heard that there were Chriftian Kings in the 
Indies, of whorii the King of Calicut was re- 
ported to be the chief, he had thought fit to 
fend an Embaftador to fettle a trade and friend- 
fliip with him, and ihat the predecefibrs of 
the King his niaftc n h«d for the f^j^ce of tK^i^^i- 
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fcore years attempted to difcover India by fea ; 
but that none of his Captains had till now, 
been able to accomplifli that defign. In con- 
firmation of the truth of what he advanced, 
he promifed to produce the letters of his King 
at the next audience, and obferved, that he 
had orders to tell his Majefty, that the King 
his mailer was his friend and brother, and 
hoped, that if his Majefty accepted of his 
friendfhip, he would fend his Embaffador to 
Porugal to confirm it. The Zamorin replied, 
that nothing could be more agreeable to him 
than fuch an alliance, and then afked feveral 
queftions, in relation to the King's power ; the 
diftance between Calicut and Portugal j and how 
long he had been on his voyage. Thefe quef- 
tions the Admiral anfwered. But it being now 
late, and he chufing to lodge in a houfe by 
himfelf, and not with either the Indians or the 
Chriftians, ordered his fadlor, who was an In- 
dian^ to go with him, and provide whatever 
he fhould have occafion for : He was alfo ac- 
companied by the Cutwal and his attendants, 
but there falling a heavy rain, they were forced 
to fhelter themfelves at the fadlor's, who would 
have lent him a horfe ; but as he had no fad- 
die, he chofe rather to go on foot to his lodg- 
ing, whither his men had already carried his 
baggage. 

Thus every thing feemed to offer de Gama 
the faireft profpeft for promoting the glory 
and advantage of his nation, but he was even 
now on the brink of feeing them ravifhcd from 
him. jPormidable rivals rofe up againft hirii. 
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Mahometanifm had followed the Tartars 
to the Indies, when they took pofTeflion of 
thefe vaft countries, and was as predomincnt 
there as Paganifm. The declared hatred that 
the MufTelmans then bore to the ChriHians, a- 
nimated them againft the Chriftians ; and be- 
fides, the ^ra^s carried on a very confiderable 
commerce in the countries of Mogul and Ma- 
laboTj to which they came from the coafts of 
Africay Arabia, and Perjia ; being the fole de- 
pofitarics of the riches of the Indies, they 
brought them to Europe, whence they drew 
immcnfc profits ; and the fear of being fup- 
planted, made them confpire the deftruftion of 
the Portuguefe. 

The next merning the Admiral refolving to 
make the Zamorin a prefent, fent for the Cut- 
wal and the fador to fee it. It confifted of 
four pieces of icarlet, fix hats, four branches 
of coral, a parcel of brafs, a cheft of fugar, 
two barrels of oil, and two of honey. At the 
fight of thefe things the Fador and Cutwal 
laughed, faying;, that it was not a prefent fit 
for the Zamorm , and that the pooreft Mer- 
chant who came to that port gave a better. In 
fhort, that if he would make a prefent it muft 
be in gold. De Gama replied, with fome re- 
fentment, that if he had come there to trade 
he would have brought gold ; but he was no 
merchant, but an Embaifador, and that the 
prefent was from himfelf, and not from the * 
King his mafter, who on hearing of the Za- 
morin's greatncfs would fend him a prefent 
worthy his acceptance. They iC5\\t^, ^^x \x. 
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might be Co, but that it was cudomai 
every ftrangcr who came to fpeak wit 
Zamorin, to make him a prefent fuital 
his dignity, and abfolutely refufed to give 
confent to its being carried to him. 

De Gama being much incenfed, told i 
that fince he ^ould not have their confen 
would go himfelf and ipeak to the Zan 
This they pretended to approve ; but 
they had a little bufinefs in the city, an( 
lired him to ftay till they returned, fine 
Zamorin would not be pleafed at his goi 
the palace without them. t>e Gama pro: 
to wait for them, but they did not returi 
day, 

Thefe officers had indeed been gained 
by the Arabsj who had received intelli] 
from the coaft of Africa of what the Port 
had done there, and that they came on 
Ipies to difcover the ftate of the city of 
€ut. Upon which th^y confulted how t 
Uroy the Admiral's credit with the Zan 
fo as to induce him to feize his fhips, an< 
flroy all the men. The principal perfoi 
mong the Arabs repaired to the Zaromin 
cautioning him not to be deceived by hi* 
guefts, aflured him, that he was no Eml 
dor, but a pirate, who had committee 
greateft outrages at Mofambique^ Momhaffa 
lindaj and other places on the coaft of A^ 
of which they had obtained intelligence 
their fadlors. They alfo got the Cutwal, 
was in great credit with the Zamorin, t 
cond their attempt, by alkdging the poc 
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e prcfent, as a proof of ile Gamers being 
nbaflador. Mean while they went to the 
j^l's lodging, under the pretence of gi- 
him their friendly advice, and particu- 
recom mended his making a prefent, in 

to induce him to fhew them what he 
repared, that they might have an oppor- 
r of undervaluing it. He accordingly let 

fee it, when they told him, that the 
' and Cutwal had reafon to be difpleafed 
it, and advifed him not to fend it, left 
^amorin flionld think he did it to atfront 
Bontaibo was of the fame mind, and 
ercd how he could be fo poorly provided. 
1 de Gama being mortified at thefe 
hes, which he thought proceeded from 
Ifliip, alledged the ume excufe he had 

the Cutwal. 

lis officer and the fador did not come near 
kdmiral till the next day in the afternoon, 
)n his refenting their treatment, turned 
iifcourfe upon other fubjeds, and took 
vith them to court. As the Zamorin's 

had been much changed by the repre- 
tion that had been made to him, he kept 
\ma waiting three hours, and when he was 
tted, told him with a look of anger, that 
id waited for him all the day before. De 
t being unwilling to mention the true 
, left It fhould mt'roduce the fubjeft of 
reicnt, alledged in his excufe, that he had 

fatigued with his journey. But the Za- 
1, immediately afked how it could happen, 
if he came Embaflador from fo ^xwx ^^^ 
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rich a Prince, as he faid?»lS§n>after was, ket, 
brought no prefent from hii^^d that he could 
not tell what to make of an embaffy of friend- 
fhip, without fuch a neceflary credential. De 
Gama made the old apology, adding, that his 
Majefty might be fure that his Sovereign would 
fend him a noble prefent, in cafe he lived to 
carry back the news of his difcovery. The 
Zamorin then demanded whether his mailer 
fent him to difcover ilones or men, if the lat- 
ter, added he, why did he fend me no prefent 
by you. But fince, fays he, you haye brought 
me none, I hear you have a St, Mary in gold, 
and defire I may have that. De Gamo a little 
confounded at this demand, replied, that the 
image he was told of was not of gold, but 
wood gilt ; but as it had preferved them at fea 
he deftred to be excufed from parting with it. 
To this the Zamorin made no anfwer, but 
afked for the letters, one of which was writ- 
ten in Fortuguefey and the other in Arabic. Di 
Gama fufpedling the integrity of the Kine's 
interpreter, defired he might have thofe who 
were Chri^ans ; but none being to be founds 
he propofed Bantaibo for one, who read the 
letter aloud, and as it was the Zamorin's in- 
tereft to encourage the refort of merchants to 
his dominions, he feemed very well pleaied 
with the letter, and affuming a more friendly 
countenance, began to enquire about the com- 
modities of Portugal^ of which de Gama im- 
mediately gave him an account, adding, that 
he brought famples of them all to fliew his 
Alajefty, He then defired that he would per- . 

ml 
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mit him to go,c(n board to fend them on fhore, 
and offered to leave four or five of his men 
behind till his return. The Zamorin replied, 
there was no neceflity f8!^ his men's flay, and 
that he might bring his merchandife on fhore, 
and fell them to the befl advantage. 

The next day the Cutwal fent iie Gamn a 
horfe, but being without furniture, he defired, 
that inflead of it he might have an open chair, 
which was fent. In this he fet out for Pan- 
darane accompanied by feveral Naires. The 
Arabs now finding the Admiral was going to 
his fhips, and apprehending that he would 
not come any more on fhore, hafted to the 
Cutwal, who flaid behind in Calicut^ and by 
a large bribe prevailed on him to purfue de 
Gama and detain him prifoner, that tliey might 
have an opportunity of killing him, promifing 
to obtain his pardon of the Zamorin for add- 
ing contrary to his orders. The Cutwal there- 
fore fet out, and having overtaken de Gama^ 
alkcd him why he was in fuch hafte, and if he 
was running away; to which he anfwercd, That 
he was running away from the heat. On their 
arrival at Pandarans^ the Admiral demanded a 
boat to go on board ; but the Cutwal earneftly 
diffuaded him, on account of the diilancc 
of the fhips, and its being dark, and at the 
fane time gave private orders to the boat- 
men to keep out of the way, by which means 
. k was obliged to flay all night ; but in the 
I Homing the Cutwal, inllead of bringing a 
boat, defired him to order his ijiips nearer to 
; fcore. Df Gima, /lowcver, iixiillcOl xWx. \v^ 

Vol. VIII. E nnv5>^\^ 
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would ^ve no fuch order, fince that woulc 
make his brother conclude that he was de 
tained a prifoner, upon which he would retun 
to Portugal without hiiji. The Cutwal thei 
replied in an imperious tone, that if he woulc 
not do what he demanded, he fhould not g( 
on board. De Gama threatned to complain t< 
the Zamorin, when the Cutwal told him tha 
he might go and make his complaint, but a 
the fame time ordered th^ doors of his lodg 
ing to be kept fhut, and fevcral Naires t( 
iland guard with their drawn fwords, whil 
others were placed without to oppofe*the Por 
tugue/e^ in cafe they fhould attenjpt to btcal 
them opep. Fear however rellrained the Uiit 
wal from laying violent hands on the Admiral 
and feeing that de Gama would not give hin 
an opportunity of boarding the fhips, by hav 
ing them brought clofe to the fhore, he de 
fired that their fails and rudders might b 
landed, which de Gama alfo abfolutely refufed. 

At that inilant one of the Admiral's attend 
ants informed him, that he had met with ort 
of his Captains, who waited for him with hi 
boats, upon which he fent him back with or 
ders privately to inform him of his condition 
and to order him to return fpeedily to the fhip 
to prevent their being furprifed. But he hai 
fcarce put off from fliore, when the Cutwa 
being informed of it, fent feveral armed boat 
in purfuitof him, though without effeifi:. 

The Cutwal continued to prefs De Gawa t 
write to his brother to bring the Ihips n^ar th 
Uiore, and the day being fpent in thcfe difputci 

\ 
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md his men were put into a great yard en- 
ipafled with walls, under a uronger guard 
1 before, which made him apprehend his 
ig feparated from his attendants the next 
, The Cutwal, however, afterwards fupped 
I the Admiral, and wondered as much at 
ig how patiently he bore his confinement, 
t his refolution in refuling to comply with 
demand. Th*ii,next day he told de Gama, 

it was the ctf^^ for all Ihips on their ar- 
1 at Caiicuf t(>Iand both their goods and 
I, who weife lisik to return on board till all 
5 fold, However, as foon as the merchan- 
j was brought on fliore from his ihips, he 
lid fuffer him to return on board. Though 
Gama placed no confidence in the Cutwal 's 
ds, he told him, that he would fend for the 
chandize, provided he would fumilh boats, 
:hat he knew his brother would not fend ^he 
>*s boat while he himfelf Was not on board. 
; Cutwal coniented to this propofal, in hopes 
retting all the goods into his own poffef- 
, upon which ^ Gama difpatched two of 
men with a letter, to let him know the 
is they had agreed upon, and that, though 
vas confined, he was other wife well ufed, 
£iing him to fend part of the cargo on 
e, and in cafe he was afterwards detained, 
hould think he was kept prifoner by the 
Qorin's orders, with a view of gaining time 
arming his ihips to feize theirs, in whiph 

he advifed him to return immediately to 
'ugaly to advife the King and Cowxv'dN. \» 
I a ttrong Reet to refcue liis {xxV^^^s ci>ax <3R. 
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flavery, and fecure the trade of a rich counti 
fo happily difcovered. 

Fata de Gama immediately fent the goods 
but let the Admiral know that he would n( 
retutn without him, and that if they did n( 
ihftantly releafe him, he would force them t 
it with his ordnance. However, the gooc 
being landed, the Admiral was fuffered to g 
to his fhips, but was no fooner on board, tha 
he refolved neither to go on fhore, nor to ftn 
more goods till thofe already landed were fol( 
This vexed the Arahs^ who now faw him oi 
of their reach, and endeavoured to do him a 
the mifchief in their power, by undqpraluin 
his merchandife. 

In the mean time the Admiral fent Die^ 
Diazy his fadlor, to inform the Zamorin of h 
reafons for a6Ung in this manner, and of th 
injuries he had fuiFered, both from the Cui 
wal and the Arabs. The Zamorin feeme 
much incenfed ; promifed to punifli the o: 
fenders, and to fend fome merchants to pui 
chafe the goods. Accordingly, feven or eigl 
Guzerat merchants, and a Naire, were fei 
with the fador, with orders to remain in th 
fadlory, and not to fufFer any Arab to com 
near it. But the Guzerafs being private! 
brought over by the Ambsy bought nothing 
upon which, the Admiral fuppofing there wei 
no merchants in the place, fent to deiire tl: 
Zamorin to give him leave to remove them t 
Calicut, which was granted, and the Cutwj 
was ordered to have them conveyed thifhe: 
and a honk provided for them at his Majefty 



)ence. De Gama^ though he would not land 
nfelf, now gave his men liberty, by turns, 

fee the city, where they were kindly re- 
\red by the Indians^ and fold theirgoods with * 
I utmofl freedom. The natives, on the 
.cr hand, daily reforted to the Ihips in boats^ 
ler to fell proviiions, or out of inere cu- 
Gty, and were kindly entertained by the 
miral's order. 

Thus matters went on quietly till the loth 
Augufty when the feafon for returning from 
! Indies being come, de Gama fent Diax his 
lor to the Zamorin with a prefent of fcarves, 
:, coral, and other things, ordering him to let 

Majefty know that he intended to depart, 
I to defire in cafe he was difpofed to fend 

Embaflador to Portugal^ that he might be 
patched. He alfo informed the Zamorin, that 
defigned to leave his fa6lor and fccretary at 
^icutj with the goods that were there, tiH 
! arrival of the next fleet from Europe^ and 
I confirmation of his having being in Indian 
ired his Majeily would fend his mafler,a bahar 
cinnamon, another of cloves, and a third 
other fpices, which fhould be paid for out 
the firft goods that were fold. 
Oia% after waiting four days was admitted 
the prefence of the Zamorin, who with a 
^ning countenance afked him what he want- 
Dia% with great tremor delivered his mef- 
e, and was going to offer the prefent, when 

Zamorin refufed to fee it, and ordered it 
be delivered to his fa6lor, and then. bvL 
\ tell the Admiral that if \a viovjX^ ^o, V^ 
E 3 xKv^^-fc 
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might, but that he fhould firll, according to 
the cuftom of the port, pay him 600 fharafins. . 
Dia% however, had no fooner returned to the 
fadlory, than he was confined there, and pro- 
clamation was made through the city, to for- 
' bid any perfons going on board the fleet upon 
pain of death. However, Bontaibo had the 
courage to difobey this command, in order to 
advife the Admiral to be on his guard, and to 
let him know that the Arabs had perfuaded 
the Zamorin that the Portuguefe were pirates, 
and came with no other defign, but to carry 
off by force the merchandize brought to the 
city, and to pry into the flrength of the coun- 
try, in order to return with a fleet fufficient 
to invade it. This information was confirmed 
by two Malaharsy and in the night a Negro 
fervant belonging to Diaz^ came in a fiftiing- 
boat to inform de Cama what had happened. 
Eut though he was highly incenfed, he re- 
folvcd to wait a little to fee the ifliic. Two 
days after, four boys came on board, bringing 
precious flones to fell,- but though the Admi- 
ral took them for fpies, he feemed to be igno- 
rant of what had pafl!ed, and fuffered them to 
depart, in hopes of all&ring on board others 
of more confequence. This had the dcfired 
effeft, for the Zamorin imagining from hence 
that de Gama was ignorant of the imprifon- 
mcnt of his fadlor and fecretary, fcnt people 
on board, to amufe him, till he could fit out 
r. fleet, or the ftiips of Meua fliould arrive to 
to take Knn, At. length there coming 
yix of the principal yialahar^ nnu\v \^^x\ttvd- 
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its, he ordered them to be feized, and 
nt back two of the boatmen, with a' letter 
the Malabar tongue, to the Zamorin's fac* 
r, demanding his fador and fecretiary in ex- 
lange. 

Tms letter being fhewn to the Zamorin, he 
dered his factor to take the priibners home 
ith him, that he might not feem to know of 
cir ieizure, and from thence to fend them ta 
e Admiral; but de Gama not feeing them 
rive as foon as he expe^ed, fet fail, and 
me to an anchor in an open road four 
agues below Calicut^ where having waited three 
lys, he put to fea almoft out of fight of land, 
ben a boat with Malabars came on board, and 
lid the Admiral, that his people were in the 
amorin's palace, and would be with him the 
;xt day. De Gama let them know, that they 
ould inflantly bring his men, or letters from 
.em, that if they returned without either, he * 
ould fink them ; and if they did not return 
: all, he would cut off the heads of thofe 
I had feized. As foon as the boat was de- 
irted, he fleered towards the (bore, and came 
> an anchor over againfl Calicut, 
The next day feven boats made up to the 
dmiraPs fhip, in one of which was Dia% and 
raga^ whom the Malabars put into the fhip's 
Dat and then withdrew to fome diflance, wait- 
g for rhe Admiral's anfwcr. They brought a 
Iter to the King of Portugaly which was 
ritten by Diax on a palm-tree leaf, and fign- 
i by the Zamorin. It was exY^ie^i^^i viv\l«^^l'5. 
LOuic terms ; *' r^/co d$ Gama^ ^, ^^Tv^Ji^^'a^- 
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** of thy houfe, came to my country, of whof 
** coming I was glad. In my country thcr 
• ** is plenty of cinnamon, cloves, pepper, an( 
** precious ftones. The things which I as 
*' defirous of having out of thy country, an 
*« gold, filver, coral and fcarlet." 

De Gama returned no other anfwer, but tha 
he had fent back the Naires, and would keci 
the reft till all his merchandize were reftored 
The next day Boriiaiho came on board, and toh 
the Admiral, that the Cutwal, by the King* 
order, had feized all his efte£ts, faying he wa 
a Chriilian, aiid had been fent over land.by th< 
Xirig of Portugtdy as a fpy. He added, tha 
he knew it was all done at the infligation o 
the Arabsy and not doubting, as they had takei 
his goods, they would injure his perfon, h 
had fled away to avoid their malice. De Gam 
immediately ordered a cabin for him, an< 
told him, that on his arrival at Portugal^ h< 
Ihould meet with ample amends for the lofs o 
his ^oods. There afterwards came three Al 
madias with fcarves laid over the benches, anc 
thofe who came in thefe veflels pretended tha: 
they had brought all the merchandize, and de- 
fired that the Malabar s might be delivered uj 
in return j but the Admiral perceiving that thii 
was only an artifice, told them he would carr] 
the Malabars to Portugal to confirm his difco- 
ver>% and would foon return to Calicuty wher 
the Zamorin fhould know whether the Chii- 
Aians were pirates, as the Arabs had pretended, 
and at whofe infligation he had ufed then 

C«Ucv 
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icut is feated in the middle of the coaflrof ilia- 
, upon an open fhore, where there is no fliel- 
V European (hips, which are forced to ride at 
)r in the road ; but thofe of the country 
; made of planks> bound together with 
y and flat bottomed, are eauly brought 
id. Though the city was at that time 
, the houfes were made of hurdles, cx- 
the palaces of the Zamorin and the tem- 
which were the only buildings of lime 
Lone ; for none elfe, by their laws, were 
ed to be erected with thofe materials, 
city was at that time, the greateft mart 
iiay for all forts of fpices, drugs, precious 
!, iilks, callicoes, gold, filver, and other rich 
lodities. The people are Pagans, and pay 
nplicit obedience to their Bramins or 
:s, in fecular, as well as in religious af- 
The nobility are prohibited marriage, 
the . cares of a family fhould deftroy 
martial fpirit, yet they are allowed to keep 
efles, provided they are of the fame 
with themfelves ; but if a nobleman is 
ded of having any commerce with a wo- 
of inferior rank, he is cut to pieces by 
eers. The women of diftinftion may have 
number of gallants, under the fame re- 
.ons, and jealoufy is a paflion utterly un- 
'n to them. . The fons of a nobleman 
not inherit his father's eilate ; for as this 
ifcuous commerce renders it uncertain who 
; father, he adopts his fitter's fon, who is 
ited at the King's expence, and fumifhed 
proper mailers, who inftrvi^Klra. \a.\.Vsfc 
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life of arms, which confift of the javel 
fcymiter, bow and arrows. They are intii 
betimes to danger and fatigue ; but are i 
allowed to ufe their arms in the field of batt 
till the Zamorin has diftinguifhed them, 
fome military honour. They think their bio 
tainted even by the accidental touch of a coi 
moner, and nothing but the blood of the < 
fender can wafli out the ftain, whence the coi 
mon people in the ftreets are obliged to c 
aloud, and proclaim their condition, in ord 
to avoid fuch dangerous accidents. A man 
mean birth cainnot acquire nobility by the m» 
illuftrious a6Horis, and a nobleman cannot f( 
feit it by the bafeft crimes. The lower cl; 
of people can only marry thofe of their ov 
profeflion, and every man is obliged to folic 
the fame bufmefs as his father. Inftead 
paper, tHey ufe the leaves of the palm-tn 
upon which they record all memorable eveni 
with a fharp -pointed pen, and the leaves b 
ing reduced into a regular form, are tied 
between two pieces of polilhed wood. 
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CHAP. IV. 

e Gama leaues Calicut. Meets ivith/etveral Pi^ 
rates^ and takes a Spy, ivho pretends to be a 
Cbrifiian. Recei«ves on board an EmbaJ/ador 
from the King ^Melinda, and returns to 
Portugal, 'where public rejoicings are made on 
Account of his Difco'veries, 

r) E Gama immediately departed ; but two 
^ days after being becalmed a league from 
'alicuty the Zamorin fent 60 tonics filled with 
)ldiers to take the Ihips ; however, a frelh gale 
iddcnly fpringing up, the fleet efcaped, but was 
>Uowed by the Malabars for about an hour and 

half. It was very happy for the Portuguefe 
iat they arrived at Calicut in the beginning 
f winter, when the King's fleet, which was 
ery numerous, was hauled up ; for had it been 
immer, when his veflels are at fea, their ftiipa 
night have been ealily deftroyed. 

Notwithftanding this attempt, the Admiral 
lifmiflTed one of the captives at the firft port at 
vhich he touched, with a letter to the Za- 
aorin, in which he mentioned the fnares that 
lad been laid for him by» the Arabians, apo- 
ogized for his carrying away the Malabars^ 
md profefling the utmoft regard for his Ma- 
efty, promifed to labour to eftablifti fuch a 
eague between him and the King of Portugal^ 
18 would redound to their mutual adv2JM'a.^^iv * 
iflurin^ him ihsLt the prifoivers \v^ ^xsA. xa^evv 
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away, (hould be well treated, and fent back 
with the next Portuguefe fleet to their native 
country. 

De Gama dill fleering along the coaft, en- 
tered among certain fmall iilands, from one of 
which there came feveral pinnaces with fiih 
and other provifions. The Portuguefe treated 
the people kindly, and having given them fhirts 
and other things, with their leaves fet up a 
crofs, and named the place ^anta Maria. 

On the 19th of September ^ a week after he 
left the iaft-mentioned place, the Admiral an- 
chored at fix fmall iilands near the fhore, where 
he took in water, and the people brought him 
hens, goards, and milk, at the fame time they 
informed him that the country abounded with 
cinnamon. Some Portuguefe were fent on fhore 
to learn the truth of this report, who return- 
ed with the news that they had feen entire 
woods of cinnamon trees. Soon after feven 
fhips appeared in light, belonging to a pirate» 
named Timoyay who infefled thofe feas ; but di 
Gama foon obliged him to fheer off, after hav- 
ing taken one of the veflels, which was ladea 
with provifions. 

From hence he proceeded to one of the Anche* 
di'va iflands, which are iist, in number, where 
the Admiral refolved to careen his fhips ; but 
while the firft was a-ground, there appeared 
two brigantines with their drums beating and 
trumpets founding, befides ^vt, others that 
were near the (hore. Thefe the Malabars faid 
. were pirates, who under the colour of friend- 
Jhip, pJanderLd all the veffeU that came in their 



Upon receiving this intelligence he gave 
•s for firing upon them, as foon as they 

in reach of his guns, and at this un- 
fted reception, they retreated as f^H as 
3le. 
nong the multitudes that crowded to the 

to view the Ihips, came a perfon in a 
[ veflel, who feemed to be about 40 years 
re, and of a different country ; for he had 

fabaco of fine callico, which reached ta 
i^els : on his head he wore a turban that 
red part of his face, and at his girdle 
J a fcymeter. He no fooner landed than 
in up to the Admiral, and , then to the 

• Captains, embracing them as familiarly, 

* they had been his intimate acquaintance, 

having paid his compliments in the Ita- 

tongue, told them he was a ChrilHan 

in Itafyy but that having been taken by 

63 in his youth, while on a voyage 
rreece with his parents, he had fuffered a 
ty of misfortunes, and been hitherto ex- 
ed from the hopes of re-vifiting his na- 
country. He obferved, that he had been 
jd to enter into the fervice of a Mahome- 
Prince named Sabay^ the fovereign of an 
i at about twelve leagues diflance, called 
; but, that though, he was obliged to com- 
with the worfhip of the Mahometans^ he 
ftill in his heart a ChriHian. He told the 
liral that he was the prime miniiler and 
dent of his fovereign, and that hearing 
; 'were certain ftrange (hips at Calicut y 
fe men were cloathed fromV^^i^ V> ^qq^.> 
7L. VJIL ¥ ^^^ 
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and ijpoke a language unknown it the ItuIUh 
he judged them to be ChrifUans, and befought 
Sahay to give him leave to go and fee them \ 
which he had not only granted, jbut ordered 
him to tell them, that whatever his countiy 
afforded was at their fervice; he concluded 
with defiring that he might have a cheefe to 
fend to a companion of his on ihore, as a to- 
ken of his being well received. Though thii 
fave the Admiral fome fufpicion, he ordered 
im the cheefe with two loaves, which the 
Granger accordingly fent on ihore, and con- 
tinued talking to de Gamuy aiking him a num- 
ber of queftions, that feemed to denote an un- 
common curioiity ; his being fo full of words 
increafed the Admirals jeaiouly, and his brother 
alked fome of the natives who he was, whea 
they told him, that he was a pirate, and had 
been on board other ihips that had been there 
before. Upon this tlie Admiral ordered him 
to be carried on board and whipped, to make 
him confefs who he was, and the defign of his 
coming ; and this having no effefi:, he had the 
inhumanity to order him to be hung by the 
genitals, and hoifted up aiul let down by a 
pulley. After the fourth torture lie confciTed 
that he was a Folijh jfeav, and that Sa^py hav- 
ing a defign to attack the Portuguefe fhips, had 
fent him to difcover their Hrength and manner 
of fighting. The Admiral then ordered him 
to be confined under the hatches, and cured of 
the hurt he had fufFered, telling him that he 
did not defign to make a flave of him, bat 
would carry him to Fcrtugal^ to give fome ac- 
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cornit of the country to the King, and being 
nfed kindly, he was afterwards baptized by 
the name of Jafper cie Camay and became very 
ferviceable to the Portuguefe on many occafions. 
De Gama left this coall on the 5 th of Ocio* 
her, having firft ordered the veffel he had taken 
to be burned. He now fleered for Melinda ; 
but was expofed to great danger by the length 
of the pafiage, occafioned by ftorms, calms, 
and contrary winds, by which means the men 
became {o dreadfully aiflidled with the fcurvy, 
that there were not above 16 men fit for labour 
in each fhip. This rendered all on board fo 
dilpirited, that in fpite of de Gamuts perfua- 
£ons^ the other two Captains refolved to 
return to India ; but a fair gale fpringing up, 
brought them in 16 days within fight of land, 
2nd the next morning they found themfclvcs 
before the city of Magadcxoy which appeared 
▼cry large and handfome. This city, which is 
113 leagues from Melinda^ is walled round, 
and being at that time inhabited by Arabians ^ 
rfie Admiral, as he fleered along the coall, or- 
dered the ordnance to be fired by way of de- 
fiance. To prevent their overfhooting Melinda^ 
die fhips came to an anchor every night ; but 
en their arriving at a village of Moors^ within 
ten leagues of that city, there appeared eight 
large boats, filled with foldiers, fleering dire6l- 
ly towards the fhips ; but the Admiral firing 
i^n them, they foon tacked about, and fled. 
At length he arrived at Melinda, where he again 
met with a mofl friendly reeepUox^, ?ccA ^"^^ 
kppEed with re/refhments. He ft.3AJi \Nnsx^ 
F z ^"^^ 
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five days, and then failed, taking with hi 
Ambailador, the King of Melinda had 1 
promifed to fend to Portugal, and as th< 
miral had not a fufficient number of ir 
navigate the three Ihips, he burned the S 
phaeT, commanded by his brother. 

On the 27 th of February ^ de Gama re 
Zattjibar, a pretty large illand in 6®. 
latitude, near which are two others, Peml 
Monfiay all of them very fertile, and the n 
at that time carried on a good trade with 
baffa for Guzerat callico ; with Sofala for 
and with the ifland of Madagafcar for 
The Prince of Zanjibar, though a Mi 
tarty entertained the Portugue/e with great ! 
tality, and furnilhed them with a fupp 
fruit ^nd frefh provifions. De Gama t 
from thence along the coaft, and paifin 
fambiquey took io wood and water at. the 
of San Bias. On the 26th oi April he d<j 
the Cape ofGoo^Hope^ and then fteered i\ 
ifland of St. Jago, but the two fhips bei 
parated by a violent ftorm, Nicholas Coello. 
commanded the Berrio, being in hafte to 
the news of the difcovery to the King, (I 
diredlly for Li/boft, and on the loth of Jfa 
into Cufcais, The Admiral on .his arrivi 
St. Jago left his fhip to be fitted up, and ] 
a caraval, arrived at Bekm in September^ 
after a voyage of two years and two montl 
which he had lofl above half his men. 

The King overjoyed at his return, fent 

blemaa and feveral gentlemen to condu6 

to court, in the way to >N\ad\ \^^ ^^ffed 
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(vds of fpedators, and was received with 
•aordinary honours. For this fervice he was 
oured with the title of Don, a part of the 
g's arms was added to his, and an annual 
uon of 3000 ducats was granted to him. 
bolatCoeilo was made a Fidalgo, and had an 
ointment of 100 ducats, and, in Ihort, the 
g himfclf augmented his own title on ac- 
at of this new difcovpry, vainly ftiling 
(blf Lord of the conqueil and navigation of 
topiay Arabia^ Perjiay and the Indies, Upon 
occafion, public thankfgivings were made 
»ughout the kingdom, for the fuccefs of the 
age, to which luccceded feafts and en fer- 
ments, and thofe who had long reprefented 
e defigns as imprafticable, now grew afham- 
of their oppofnion, and became the moft 
:ous in recommending them. 
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Pedro Alvarez be Cabr. 

T o T H E 

E A ST I N D t E 

CHAP. I. 

7he Fleet fits fail from Belem, and accidie: 
difio'vers the Coafl of Brafil. A Defer ipt, 
that Country y and of the Man?iers of the * 
hitants, 

'TT^ H E expe6latiOTis of the Pcrtugucfi \ 
J[ highly raifed, with refpeft to the 1: 
of the great profit to be obtained by tlie 
covery of the Indies^ it was i efolved to 
fecute thcfe difcoveries ftill farther, and t! 
fore, 1 3 vefTels of different fizes were i 
out, unte the command of Pedro ^han 
Cabraly on board of which were 1200 : 
eight fraaci/can fryars, eigKi <;\v2LYVA\tvs, ? 
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chaplain major, who were to begin with preach- 
ing to a people who did not underftand their 
language, and, in cafe that failed, were like 
tke difciples of Mahofnet^ to proceed to the de- 
cifion of the fword. Cabral received from the 
King the flag of the crofs, with the following 
inftruftions. That in cafe the King of Calicut 
readily confented to the fettling of a fadlory, 
be was fecretly to importune him to prohibit 
the Arabians from trading thither, and to pro- 
mife, on that condition, to import from Por- 
tugaly not only the fame commodities ; but 
much better of the kind, and at a lower price. 
He was alfo to touch at MelMa, on the coafl 
of Jfricuy in order to land the AmbafTador 
fcrought from thence by de Gama, 

The fleet fet fail on the 9th o£ Mm-c/j, 1500, 
and having pafled the ifland of St. JagOy the 
whole fleet was fcattered by a ftorm, and one 
of the fliips having loft moft of her rigging, 
put back to Lijhon, when Cabral having waited 
two days for her, proceeded on his voyage, 
and to avoid the coaft of Guinea, fleered to the 
fouth-weft ; but on the 24th of J^pril, to the 
inexpreflible joy and furprife of the Admiral, 
one of the failors defcried land. The pilots 
could not perfuade themfelv s that it was a 
continent, but fome great ifland like Hi/pa- 
^la, which had been a little before difcovered 
fcy Columbus. They, however, cruifed for a 
whole day along ' the coaft, and then hoifting 
Out a boat, went on ihore, where, they faw an 
infinite number of naked people •, bwx. v\v<rf 
War neither black, nor had curUd W\t \\V.e 



turned in the boat to give an account of 
they had feen, and that there was a goo< 
bour where the fhips might come to an ar 
^pljj Upon this the fleet drew near to the land 
the commanders fent out the boat again, 
orders to endeavour to take fome of the i 
Mean while the Indians retired to a hi 
order to watch the motions of thefe ftrai 
who made fo different an appearance 
themfelves. But when the Portugue/e wei 
deavouring to fend other boats, a fudden 
drove the (hips frdm their anchors, and ( 
ed them to proceed along the coaft, till 
at length found another good harbour, ^ 
they called Puerto Seguroy or Safe Harbour 
a boat going on fhore, fook two Indians^ \ 
de Cabral ordered to be cloathed, gave 
looking-glaffes, brafs rings, and fmall 
and then fet them on fhore. * Upon this, a 
number of people came forward, fmgin^ 
dancing, founding horns of feveral forts 
leaping with all the expreflions of joy. Th 
couraged de Cabral to go on Ihorc with m 
his men, and it being Eafter-day^ they ej 
an altar under a tree, where they fung 
The Indians drew near in a peaceable ma 
and kneeling down after tlie example c 
Portugue/e f beat their breafts and imitat< 
the adions of the flrangers, after which 
were as attentive at a fermon that was prea 
as if they had underflood it. 
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The Admiral immediately difpatched a (hip 
to Portugal with advice of the land he had dif- 
covered, which news was highly acceptable at 
It court, and when the fhip was gone, the 
a walked tibout all day diverting themielves> 
' fat pieces of paper and bits of cloth, the 
ave them fruit, parrots, and other birds, 
)le for the finenefs of their colours. 
! Fortuguefe went to the towns, and thought 
\ Gouatry fruitful and agreeable, well plant- 
Imth maize, and producing great quantities 
^ cotton ; and before their departure, a (lone 
ofs was ereded, in token of po(reflion, whence 
the Portuguefe called that country Santa Cruz, 
or Holy Crofs ; but it afterwards changed its 
name to that of Brafily from the name of the 
wood brought from thence. The Admiral left 
two men there out of 20, he had brought from 
Portugal^ who were bani(hed, and were to be 
left' in what places he thought (it. Thefe the 
S^AdUm uTed very well, and one of them leam- 
[plng the language, ferved a long time for an 
interpreter. 

Bra/tti& a very enten(ive country in South 

\Auncay and is not only fertile and pleafant, 

^Imt fo healthful that the natives generally live 

to a great age. It is watered by many large 

avers, and a multitude of delightful (Ireams. 

' The plains are fpacious, and a(Ford excellent 

'•^ifturage ; and the whole country is beautifully 

£ver(i&d with hills and dales, woods and 

plains. The natives were at this time (Iran- 

gersto letters, and bound by no laws, but thofe 

of nature; h\xx. when engaged m vj^x ^^1 
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chofe him for their general who was moft di* 
llinguiflied by his bravery. When young they 
carefully plucked the hair from their faces, 
and never fuffered their beards to grow. Many 
of the people wore no cloaths, while others 
covered themfelves from the waift to the knees 
with feathers of various colours, and alfo 
adorned their heads in the fame manner. T%e 
women combed and dreffed their hair, while 
the men were fhaved from the forehead to the 
crown. Thofe who afFefted finery, had holes 
in their ears, noftrils, and lips, to which they 
hung ftones of various colours, and the women 
adorned themfelves with fmall (hells, on which 
they fet a very great value. They were fo 
dexterous in the ufe of bows and arrows, that 
they feldom miffed their aim, and theie arrows 
being pointed with filh-bone were cajjable of 
doing great execution. They lived j)rincipally 
upon hunting. Their boats were made of the 
barks of trees, and were fo large that moft of 
them would contain 30 men, and while iomt 
paddled thefe veffels along, others beat the 
water in order to friehten the fmall Bfh, 
which fwimming up to the furface were caught 
in large calibafhes. 

They were very fuperftitious obfervers of 
omens, and fond of forcery, which was prac- 
tifed by a particular fct of men, whom they 
held in high veneration, and confulted on all 
cmcrgenci«s. Thefe perfons generally carried 
an arrow, at the end of which was fixed a 
CflJibaih in the Ihape of a man's head, within 
which they kindled ths \ea\w o^ a c^Tt?ia 
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))Iant, which was probably tobacco, and fnufFcd 
the fmoke up their noftrils till they became 
intoxicated, and then rolled dieir eyes, and 
threw their bodies into various contorfions, 
which the deluded fpedlators confidered as the 
efi*e£ls of divine infpiration, and daring this 
£u'cethey uttered an unconne6led jargon, which 
was reckoned orgulous. This kind of wizards 
were conllantly attended by crowds, who Ihew- 
ed their refpedl by mufic, dancing and loud 
scdamations ; and the moft beautiful women, 
married and unmarried, were given up to their 
poiTeflion. 

They lived in wooden huts thatched with 
reedf, and furrounded with a double or treble 
row of pallifadoes, and feveral families, con- 
ne6ied by friendlhip, dwelt under one roof. 
Each fanuly having fuch a regard for the 
other, that they would facrifice their lives in 
their defence. However, the hufbands turned 
away their wives for very trifling ofFcnceS ; 
and if they found them guilty of adultery, 
killed them, or fold them for flaves. 

They were in general ilothful, and fpent 
great part of their time in fealHng, finging, 
and dancing. In thefe dances they formed a 
nag ; but inHead of moving about, continued 
upon the fame ipot, beating the ground with 
their feet, and keeping time with their fongs, 
which were compofed in honour of their own 
exploits ; and while one fet was thus engaged, 
another fupplied them with liquor, which they 
drank till they could ftand no longer. 



^V^^ 



m 



\j\j xjt. v^AjsKAA. -o y KJ X n^ yj vj li 

They never engaged in war with a 
enlarging their territories, but to defej 
pofleffions, or revenge an injury or 
in which cafes they chofe a council of o 
and dle^d a general, who viAted evex 
and in fet fpeeches encouraged the 
behave with bravery : befidcs their bi 
arrows, they ufed fwords, made of v< 
wood ; and carried on wars by (Iratage 
than by open force. It is faid> that t 
mediately eat apart of the prifoners, 2 
the reft, who were referved for par tic a] 
vals, were in the mean time indulg 
plenty of provifions, and even gratifi 
the ufe of women : but when the da 
joicing <;ame, the plurapell of thefe 
py prifoners were brought forth, 
miibefs tied about his neck the rope b 
he was to be led to the (laughter, 
then faftened to a pillar, he was paint 
a variety of colours, and adorned with f 
and between whiles regaled with pi 
meat and drink, while the people fe 
public, danced, drank and fung for xiw 
liicceffively. On the fourth, his arms 
were untied, and ropes being failenec 
his waili, the women and boys pull 
along towards a cave, wJiile others 
him with oranges ; which he in } 
* picked up and threw at them with ai 
gaiety and unconcern ; and when info 
the fpedators, with his ^ing to fu: 
punifhment due to his crimes, and 
would (oQXi be flam, cviX m ^^kces and 
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!t was ufaal to reply, that he had, lived and 
would die with bravery, and defpifed their 
tortures : if they flew him, he had flain their 
companions : if they feailed on his flefh, he 
had frequently regaled himfelf, by eating the 
bodies of the relations of his murderers, and 
that he had parents, brothers, or friends, who 
would revenge his death. On his arrival at 
the cave, the perfon who had kept him in 
cudody, painted his body, and adorned his 
neck with feathers, and then brandifhed a 
wooden fword over his head, dancing, iinging, 
or whirling all the time, while the captive 
attempted to fnatch the weapon, but was pre- 
vented by the women and boys, who palling 
different ways, prevented his moving from the 
fpot on which he itood» till at length the exe- 
cutioner ftunned him with feveral blows, and 
clove his Ikull. The women then threw the 
body on a wood fire, and having iinged off 
the hair, the belly was opened, the entrails 
taken out, and the body divided into fmall 
pieces, on which thefe barbarians feafted with 
marks of the higheft fatisfadion. This was 
the charafter given of tjiefe people by the 
writers of that time. A charadler which is, 
perhaps, extremely fabulous and unjuft, with 
refpetl to their being cannibals*. 

The conlhmt enemies of thefe people were 
a neighbouring nation, who inhabited the 
woods and mountains, and were of the fame 
favage Jifpofition. Among thefe lafl, murder 

"^ See FoL JIL' p, 129 \yx^^ 

Vol. VIII. G ^^^ 
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was the only crime that was punifh( 
when this was perpetrated, the murder 
lations were obliged to deliver him up 
of the deceafed, who put him to death, 
juftice and refentment being both fatisfi 
relations of both parties jomed in perJ 
the funeral rites, over the two bodies, 
they interred with mutual lamentatioi 
if the affaflin efcaped, his daughters^ 
or neareft kinfwomen, were delived up 
to the relations of the deceafed, after 
all refentment was buried in oblivion. 



CHAP. II. 

Q'hey meet twith fe'veral Storms, in one o 
four Ships of their Fleet are loft, De 
arrives at Quiloa, ^whefe he meets 'wi 
tvourahle reception from the King ; b 
dif appointed in his hopes of fettling 
there^.fteers to Melinda, and from tht 
ceeds to Calicut, ^where he has an I 
rwith the Zamorin, ivho at length ah 
to fettle a FaSlory in the City, <^vhl 
attacked, and moft of the men killet 
Arabs, Cabral hums all > the ' Ship, 
Harbour f deftroys the City, and fails to 

AT length leaving the coaft oi 
the fleet fleered for the Cape 
Hope, and on the 23d of May^ met 
violent ilorm, which was fucceedcd ; 
by a calm. On tlie z^di "^^^ V;)A 
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ftorm; but a water-fpout appearing to the 
north eaft, and a calm enfuing, they not being 
acquainted with this phenomenon, confidered 
it as a fign of fair weather ; but there fud- 
denly rofe fo dreadful an hurricane, that not 
having time to furl their fails, four of the 
fhips ran foul of each other, and were dafhed 
to pieces, and every perfon on board perifhed, 
in fight of their friends and companions. 
Among thefe was Bartholomewu Diaz, who had 
difcovered the paffage to the Im/ies, by doubling 
the Cape of Good Hope. The other eight fhips 
remained half full of water, and would pro- 
bably have been funk, had not their fails been 
rent in pieces by the tempeft, which continued 
two days, during which all on board expected 
every moment to follow the fate of their com- 
panions. But on the third day the wind 
abating, they began to hope all was over, 
when the wind veering from the fouth-wefl 
to the eafl and north- eaft, began to blow 
with greater fury than ever, and the waves to 
fwell as high as mountains. The horrors of 
this dreadful tempefl lafted 20 days together : 
bat at length the winds abating, they found 
they had p^d the Cape of Good Hope, During 
the florm four of the fhips feparated from 
therefl: but fome days after they all joined 
company, except one, which put back to 
Portugal; however before its arrival the crew 
were reduced by hunger, thirfl, and fatigue, 

. to fix men. 

:. ^ The Admiral fell in with the coafl of Africa. 
in 270 fouth latitude, when he defciv^^ ^ ^\^^- 
G z ^^^^ 
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(ant country that abounded with cattle, It 
was fhaded with trees, and watered with very 
fine rivers. But the natives being unwilling 
to fumifh him with provifions, or to have any 
correfpondence with him, he cruized along 
the coaft, till coming in Hght of two iflands 
near the continent, he ob^rved two fhips at 
anchor ; but the men on board no fooner per- 
ceived the Portuguefe fleet, than flipping their 
cables,^ they crowded all their fails, to make 
their efcape. However, in ipite of their utmoft 
eflbrts they were foon taken ; but the Admiral 
being informed that they belonged to a Prince 
related to the King of Melinday and were come 
from the gold mines of Sofalay he diimifled 
them without touching the gold and merchan* 
dize they had on board. 

Being arrived at Mofamhique^ he took in a 
fupply of water and frefli provifions, and hav- 
ing engaged a pilot to fleer the fleet to ^loa^ 
continued his voyage in fight of feveral well 
cultivated iflands, and at length arrived at that 
city. Being come to an anchor in the port, he 
fent a meflage to the King, whofe name was 
Ibrahim^ to inform that he had letters for hiffl 
from his Portuguefe Majefty, containing proflers 
of alliance and friendflup, and that as he 
himfelf was forbid to go on fliore by the ex- 
prefs orders of his Royal Matter, he hoped his 
Majefly would allow him an interview upon the 
water. Ibrahim received his meflengers in a 
very courteous manner, and inftantly fent a 
p^ribn to the Admiral with prefents, and a 
promik of meeting him the next day. He ac* 
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cording! y appeared upon the water in a veffel 
richly adorned, attended by a number of per- 
fons cloathed in (ilk and fine cotton, and armed 
with fwords and daggers, the hilts of which . 
were (et with diamonds, while the harbour re- 
founded with the mufic of flates and trumpets. 
On the other hand, Cabral fainted his Majeily 
with cannon, and ordering all his officers, who 
were dreffed in the richeil manner, to attend 
him in their boats, proceeded in his own barge 
to the veffel, in which the King was feated. 
He then faluted his Majefty with the utmoft 
refpeft, delivered EmaniuVs letters, written in 
Arabic y and communicated the particulars of 
his embaffy, which the King received with 
apparent pleafure, and faid. That he fhould from 
thenceforward confider Emanuel as his brother, 
and ftudy to promote his intereft. It was alfo 
agreed, that the Admiral fhould the next day 
fend a perfon on fhore to confirm this trea- 
ty, and every thing feemed to promife an ad- 
vantageous and laiHng alliance, when thefe 
agreeable profpeds were deflroyed by the art- 
fm infinuations of the Arabian merchants, who 
rcprefcnted the Portuguefe as a parcel of blood- 
thirfly pirates, who under the cloke of friend- 
ihip would deprive the King of all his pbfTef- 
fions, and with the utmofl cruelty ravage his 
whole country. Upon thefe infinuations, Ibra- 
him naturally laid afide all thoughts of entring 
into an alliance with tht Portuguefe^ aui ini-' 
mediately began to put the city in a poflure of 
defence, which being communicA.ttd \o de Ca- 
bra! by the King of MeIind(C% \>io\\\w> ^'"^^ 
G 1 N*^ 
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was at that time at ^iloa, he refolved to 
fecute his voyage immediately. 

l^he dominions of Ibrahim extended 
406 leagues along the coaft, and reached 
:j Cape Corientesy almoft as far as MombaJ/a, 
i extent of country is very populous and f 
[j towns, and it had a great number of trib 
iHands on its coafts. The King and a 
people were Mahometans ; though fome 
intirely black, and others of a tawny 
plexion, and their drefs refembled that o 
Turks zndJrabs. The city of^iloa was a 
of great trade for So/ala gold, for which 
was a great refort of merchants from J 
FeL'xt and other parts. The fhips here 
all the other places on thefe coafts, were 
without nails, and paid with wild frankin 
in Head of pitch. 

The Admiral on his leaving ^ika, ft 
to Melinda, On his coming to an anchc 
faluted the city with all his ordnance, anc 
mediately fet on (hore the EmbafFador v 
iie Gama had carried to FortugaU attendt 
fome of the Portuguefey with rich prefent 
a letter from King Emanuely with whicl 
Majefty was fo highly pleafed, that the 
day he made his public appearance on a 
horfe richly caparifoned, the furniture of w 
jj was fent by his Portuguefe Majefty, and ii 
I manner the King proceeded to the fea 
I where the Admiral, attended by all his offi 
^ waited for him in their boats, and wer< 
ceived by hini in the moft friendly mar 
bat iiotiwthlitodiPg his Majcfty's preffin^ 
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llcitations, i/e Cabral would make only a very 
Ihort flay ; he however left two exiles, who 
were ordered, if poflible, to travel to that 
. part of Ethiopia fituated above Egypt, where 
his Portuguefe Majefty had heard there was a 
Chriflian Prince, in order to learn the manners 
and cufloms of his people. 

On the 7th oiAuguft Cahral XchMelinda, and 
Croffing the Indian fea with a fair wind, arrived 
at the lilands of Jnchediva^ where, after wait- 
ing a few days for the fhips of Mecca- to no 
purpofe, he proceeded on his voyage, and on 
. the 13 th of Septe7nher caft anchor within a 
league of Calicut. There foon came many 
boats to fell him provilions, and afterwards 
feveral of the principal Naries, with a compli- 
ment from the Zamorin, expreffing his high 
fetisfadlion at his arrival, and making extraor- 
dinary offers of friendfhip. Upon this Cahral 
proceeded nearer to the city with his fhips, and 
the next day fent to demand a fafe conduft for 
a mcfTcnger, and with him the four Malabar s 
whom dg Gama had carried away. The citizens 
f feeing them return in good health, and dreffed in 
tile Portuguefe fafhion were highly plcafcd, as was 
2|fo the Zamorin ; who fhewed great figns of fa- 
tisfkdlion, tho' he would not immediately admit 
tiiem to his prefence ; but gave free leave for 
cv|pry body on board to come on (here. Upon 
fhis, the Admiral fent Alomut Hurtido with an 
:. mttrpreter, to inform the King, that he came 
f ffom Portugal with the fole view of fettling 2 
r trade and iriendfliip with him, and therefore 
r *{fqm4ted hoilajfes, that he inig\vi nn-av^ 0x1 
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his Majefty in perfon, for which purpofe, he 
defired the Cutwal, and one of the principal 
Naires, might be fent on board. 

The Zamorin objecting to thefe, on account 
of their age and infirmities, propofed to fend 
others, while the Jrahs endeavoured to pre- 
vent his fending any at all; but after three 
days debate, the Zamorin being dazzled witli 
the profped of the advantages ariiing froni 
trade, fent the hoilages. Upon this the Ad- 
miral refolved to wait on his Majefly on fhore, 
but iirft ordered Sancho de Toar^ to whom hi 
left the command, during his abfence, to ufe 
the hoftagcs well ; but not to deliver them tc 
any who came to demand them, though ii 
ihould be even done in his name. 

On the 28th of December the Zamorin feni 
feveral of the principal Naires, with many fer- 
vants, and mufical inilruments to attend the 
Admiral, who being informed that his Ma- 
jefty waited for him in a gallery erefted neai 
the water fide, on purpofe to receive him, fel 
out with all poflible Aate, accompanied witli 
the boats belonging to the fleet, and 30 of the 
principal officers. The hoflages were very un- 
willing to enter the fhip till they faw the Ad- 
miral landed, apprehending that as foon ai 
they were on board, he would return and de 
tain them. During this difpute, de Capra 
ftept on fhore, where many principal Naire: 
waited for him, and was immediately tak^n uj 
in a chair, and with all his attendants, wai 
carried to the Serama, a lodge, or hall hunj 
with tapeibjy at the farxVvet ttvd of which fa 
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flie Zamorin crofs-Iegeed on a filk cufhion, in 
a kind of alcove, which refembled a little ora- 
tory, over his head hung a cloth of Hate of 
crimfon velvet. 

On his head was a cap of cloth of gold, and at 
bis ears hung jewels compofed of diamonds, fa- 
phires and pearls, two of which were larger 
dian walnuts. He had a piece of white cal- 
ico embroidered with gold about his middle, 
Faftened on with a girdle, and all the reft of 
tiis body was naked. His arms from the el- 
bow to the wrift, and his legs from the knees 
iownwards, were loaded with bracelets, fet 
wdth a prodigious number of precious ftones 
of great value, his fingers and toes were co-' 
vercd with rings, and particularly on his great 
toe was one, that had a large ruby of a fur- 
prifing luftre : but all this was nothing when 
compared with the richnefs of his girdle, which 
was covered with precious ilones fet in gold, 
and caft a luftre that dazzled every eye. Near 
the Zamorin ftood a chair of ftate, and4iis lit- 
ter all of cold and filver, curioufly wrought 
and adorned with precious ftcmes. There were 
three golden trumpets and feventeen of filver, 
whofe mouths were alfo fet with ftoncs ; be- 
iides filver lamps and cenfors fmoaking with 
perfumes. At about fix paces from the Za- 
morin ftood his two brothers, who were the next 
heirs to the Crown, and a little farther feveral 
of the Nobles, who all ftood before him. 

The* Admiral, at his entrance, would have 
gone up to kifs the Zamorin's hand, but bein^ 
informed that it was not the cu&owv^Yvs ^'dv^'e^^. 
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,r\\ and tooic nis leat m a ciiair pJaccd nea 

Majelh', which was the greaiell honour 

could be done him. He then delivered hi 

ter of credit written in Arabic^ which tb 

morin having read, the Admiral delivere 

meflage, importing, that the King of J 

i J gnl was defirous of cultivating a fricndfhij: 

j. i the Zamorin, and of fettling a fadlory a 

^^ j ;! Ikuty which fhould be fupplied with all 

;#:! of European goods, and defiring, that citl 

*'■' ^ exchange, or for ready money, his fhips ] 
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:|^ ■ be allowed to lade with fpices. The Zai 

feemcd pleafed with the embaffy, and tol 
Admiral, that his mailer fhould be welco: 
whatever his city afforded. 

•^}i\ While they were talking, the prefenl 

brought in, which confiftcd of a wrought 
bafpn gilt, a fountain of the fame, a iilvc 
with a gilt cover, two wedges of filver, 
cuihions, two of cloth of gold, and tv 
crimfon velvet, a cloth of flate of the 
velvet ftriped, and bound with gold la 
very fine carpet, and two rich pieces of ai 
The audience being ended, the Zamori] 

51' J CnhraU that he might retire cither to his 

ings or his fhips ; for he was obliged to 
for tlie hoftages who were not ufcd to th 
and he was fure would neither eat nor 
while on board; adding, that if he cam 
next day to conclude what was begun, 
fhould be fent on board again. This he 
beginning was in danger of being defl 
by an unreafonable diflrufl which prevail 

i " '}\ botJi fides ; for the Admiral being come i 
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witer fide, a fervant belonging to one of the 
bftages went before in a pinnace, by order 
ttf the clerk and comptroller of the Zamorin's 
bouiholdy to let them know that the Admiral 
was coming aboard, which they no f6oner 
Ward, than they leaped into the water, in or- 
der to get off in the pinnace ; but Jjres Corea, 
leaping into his boat took fome of them. The 
ftft however got off, and among them was 
Ae Cutwal. The Admiral coming on board, 
ordered the hoflages that were taken to be put 
imder the hatches, to prevent tlieir running 
«way, and fent to the Zamorin to complain of 
the reft, laying the blame on the clerk and 
comptroller, and promifmg to deliver thofe he 
detained, as foon as his baggage, and the meri ' 
^e had left .to take care of it, were brought 
.On board. 

The next day, the Zamorin attended by . 
J 200 men came to the water fide, and fent 
On board the Admiral's men and baggage, witli 
^hom went 30 pinnaces to fetch back the ho- 
Aages ; but for fear of being detained, none of 
Aem durft venture near enough to receive 
them. The Portuguefe alfo fecmcd as unwil- 
hng to venture in order to deliver them, fo 
that they remained ftill in cuftody. However, 
the next morning Cabral refolved to fend them 
^tt fliore in his own boats, and ordered the 
*en to land them at a diftance from the pin- 
**aces. But while they were preparing to put 
off with them, Jraxamenoca, the eldeft of tlieib 
pledges, and another perfon fuddeivV^ Vc-ai^vi^ 
^^0 the water. The former was Yionn^n^^ v.i- 
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ken again ; but the other, with five more, macl< 
their efcape. Upon this Cahral ordered Arax- 
amenoca to be clofely watched ; but no meflcn 
ger coming to demand him for three days, anc 
the Admiral obferving, that he eat nothing al 
the while, fent him with feveral weapons be- 
longing to the Malahars to the Zamorin, wh< 
immediately ordered two of xkit^ortuguefe^ wh< 
were ftill on Ihore, to be returned. 

Three days now elapfed, without hearin) 
from the Zamorin. Upon which the Admira 
refolved to fend a meilenger, to Team if hi 
was inclined to finifh the agreement already 
be^un, in which cafe he propofed to fend hi 
chief faftor on fhore, provided hoftages were 
delivered as before ; but every one was fo pof 
defied with fear, that Franjfifco Ccrrea was th( 
only^ perfon on board the fleet who would un- 
dertake to deliver the m?flage. The King gave 
Ccrrr.a a very kind reception, faid that ht 
fhould be glad to have the trade fettled, and 
made no difficulty ot^fending hoftages, naming, 
for that purpofe, the two nephews of a rich 
Guzerat merchant, who were immediately fent 
on board, and an handfome houfe provided for 
Jyres Com a, the fadlor, in which he was to 
lodge his merchandize, and as this fadior was 
unacquainted with the rules obferved in trade, 
and the prices of commodities, the-Zamorin 
ordered the grandfather of the hoftages, to 
whom the houfe belonged, to inftrud him ifl 
thefe particulars. However, the Guzerat mer- 
chant, favouring the Arahiausy let them have 
the goods at their own price, ani perfuaded 



ti^eE AST INDIES. 73 • 

crrea to give more for the merchandizes of 
vdiay than they were worth. • Whenever he 
^ent to fpeak to the Zamorin, fome of the Jra^ 
tan merchants were always prefent to contra- 
il his meafures, and they even prevailed on 
le Admiral of Calicut^ to hinder tnofe belong- 
Ig to the factory from going on board, and to 
ctain any of the fhips that fhould remove 
earer the fhore. 

Cabrtd being informed of thefe proceedings, 
nd being apprehenfive that he fhould be at- 
icked by the King's fleet in cafe he remained 
11 the harbour, weighed anchor and flood out 
fea, refolving to confult what was to be done. 
Jpon this the Zamorin fent ioxCorrea^ and leani- 
ng from him the caufe of the Admiral's leaving 
he harbour, defired that he would fend to him 
return, and immediately gave orders for 
ruftrating the defigns of the Fabians ; he alfo 
emoved the Guzerat from about Correa^ and 
)ut in his place another perfon, whofe name 
vas Cofebequifiy who, though a l^urk himfelf, 
vas a friend to the Portuguefe ; for the Turks 
vho are natives of India^ are always at variance 
vith thofe who coipe from CairOf and the 
freights of Mecca. Farther to prevent the 
Faftor from being diflurbed by the Arabian 
merchants, and to give him an opportunity of 
baying and felling to advantage, the Zamorin 
gave mm a houfe by the water-fide for ever, 
which was done by a writing^ to which that 
Prince put his hand and feal, and it was after- 
wards inclofed in 9 piece of clotli of gold for 
the Admiral to carry to Portugal, '^VVi^'L^ss^ck- 
VoL. VIII. H ^^ 
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rin alfo (Ureded, that a flag with the arms of 
JPortu^al, Stkovld be fixed on the top of At 
bttildmg, as a teftimony of its being appro- 
priated to the afe of his Fortugiufi Miyeft^, 
after which they had a preUy good yent fir 
their merchandizey for the natives freanentet* 
^e fiiAory, and the Poriuguife walked moxA a 
Calicut, with as littte moleftation as they ooidd 
have done in lAfim. 

Daring thefe traniaftions, de Ca6ral wtshk' 
formed, that a large fhip ofCej^loft, with fe- 
veral elephants on board, was boand firoA C^ 
ehitt to Camiaya, and that the Commander W« 
ing refufed the Zamorin one of thofe anifluk* 
if ne would take the veflel, he would not oohf 
oblige his Majefl^, but forward his own boS* 
ntb. The Admiral fent word, that to obliijif 
the Ztmorin, he would w^bgly attack & 
fhip, thouffh he was fenfible it was a dangerdos 
attempt", lie however allotted only one finaS 
ihip commanded by Pedro Atieuda wt iMs en- 
terpriie, at which the Zamorin was ftruck 
with aftonifhment, and waited i^t event wiA 
great impatience. Scarce were the PorfuguA 
prepared for the engagement when die ihip 
appeared, upon whioi Attafda inftanfly bMB 
m>wn upon her, without approaching u> near 
as to give the men on board an opportunity of 
taking advantage of their darts and thdr fa- 
perior numbers, when many being killed bf 
the great guns, they endeavoured to fave theoi^ 
felves by flight, and by the favour of the 
mght entered the harbour of Canantr ; bit 
£miDg &ey had not ctbcg^i \iift ^utfint 
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af the Portuguefe^ they put again to fea, 
and the engagement being renewed, they 
were at length driven into the harbour ofCali^ 
cue. The next day the Zamorin came to the 
water-fide, and was greatly furprifed at feeing 
a veflel taken by one, that was not above a 
fixth part of her bulk, and to (liew his appro* 
bation was very lavifh in his encomiums on the 
bravery of the Portuguefe, 

The Arabians at Calicut now joined in a 
body, and waiting on the Zamorin, reprefent- 
ed meir concern at finding that he fo highly 
prized , thefe new comers, while he fhewed 
bat little efteem for thofe who had fb long 
given proofs of their fidelity, and fo long fup- 
parted the trade of Calicut, They infinuated, 
that the Portuguefe could not poflibly be any 
other than pirates, fince it evidently appeared 
to them, that they could not come to In£a for 
the fake of trade, the profits of which could 
not be fuppofed to den^y the expences of fo 
many fhips and men in a voyage of 5000 
leagues. They even affirmed, that their de- 
iign was to take the city and plunder the 
country, if they could once get the leaft foot- 
ing there, and that they would turn the fadtory 
he had given them into a fort, and concluded 
with threatening to remove to fome other city 
of Malabar^ in cafe he continued to give the 
Portugue/e fuch encouragement, and them fo 
Uttle. 

The Zamorin afTured them of his friend- 
ihip, and, that he wbuld not forfake them la 
favour of any ftrangers : he Itixbi^m Nu^^^^^ 
H 2 ^^^^ 
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any plan of revenge they fhoold 
.Upon which they keened back to aJBknk 1 
factory. ' :' ; 

The houfe belonging to the F9rH^m^\ 
encompaiTed with a wall ten feet high» wm 
it were 70 men, including the man;' 
among them all, there were only eig^ , 
bows, beiides their fwords. The firil pai 
Arabs who advanced, were fo few, that tliili 
tuguefe refolved to defend the gate» of ^ 
fadory with their clokes and rapiera, botlt' 
numbers increailne very fiift, and gaUiof :;! 
defendants with their arrows and ipearv^ 
Portuguefit after having loft five men, « 
(mail difficulty ihut the gates, and 
themfelves to die walls with their cr6& ] 
Correa fbon perceived that the enemy ] 
ed to 400 men> amon^ whom were 
Naires, and that it was impoffible to hold 1 
long, without obtaining afliftance from theft 
upon which he fet up a flag on the top dE 1 
fa^ory, as a iignal of diftrefs. The Ada ' 
being ill, fent to his relief Sancbo de Tmt i 
all the boats, and a ftrong detachment of 1 
but finding the enemy fo numerous, he n 
not venture to land, nor even go too near # 
fhore, for fear the enemy fhould fend oat tfai 
Almadias and' Tonies to take him. Md 
while many of the befie^d being wound 
with a condant fhower of fpears and arrov 
and feeing the Arah preparing engines to b 
ter down the wall, they refolved to quit 
faftory by a door that opened to the water-/ 
ia hopes of faving thcm&lves la the bo 
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die enemy preffing them clofe, and the 
-A not immediately advancing, only 20 
pedy the greateft part of whom afterwards 
I of their wounds, the other 50 being eidier 
Mi opon the fpot or taken prisoners. Among 
former was Ayns Correa \ but his fon Ati" 
V a boy of about eleven years of age was 
ftift/di. to the ihore by one of the Ptn-tuguefi, 
I defended him with great valour ; but in 
s of all his efforts, the boy muft have 
filed, had not a iailor taken him on his 
dders and fwam with him on board, and 
boy afterwards acquired great reputation 
lis bravery. The merchandize feized on 
occafion, amounted to 4000 ducats, and of 
men who were taken prifbners, four died 
heir wounds. 

airal was much concerned at the lofs of 
men, and finding that the Zamorin fent no 
togy, he refolved to be immediately re- 
jed, in order to prevent that Prince having 
s to arm his fleet, Cahral therefore gave 
;rs for attacking ten large Arabian veflels 
were in the harbour. The engagement 
maintained for fome time with great obfti- 
y on both fides ; the Portugue/e however at 
boarded them, killed 600 of the Arahs^ 
obliged thofe who remained alive to ferve 
lilors. Finding three elephants in the prizes, 
had them killed and falted, to fupply the 
It of other provifions which besan to grow 
ce : The fpices and other goods were then 
en out, and the fhips burned in fight of 
wds of Arabians on th« fcajt> vsA vcv '^^ 
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Almadias, who came to fuccour their friendS) 
but were foon repulfed with lofs. Mean wluie 
the inhabitants of Calicut were fo terrified it 
the fight of th^ Hamesy that they ran up and 
down in the greateft diftradtion. 

This was a fevere revenge, and certainly ai I'j 
much as juilice could authorize ; but the Ad- 1 ^ 
miral was not yet fatisiied : he ordered lu< I y 
Ihips to fpread along the fhore, and advance l*^ 
as near it as poffible with their boats before 
them. At break of day the ordnance began to 
play upon the town, and did ereat execution 
both among the houfes and the inhabitant;* 
who crowding to avoid, or to repel the danger, 
fell thick at every fhot. Several of the temples |ii 
were demolifhed, with part of his Majefty's pa- 
lace, and the terror was fo qnivetfal, that d« 
Zamorin himfelf fled, and narrowly efcapcd a 
bullet from one of the boats, a Naire being 
killed juft behind him. 

Towards evening the Portuguefe put a flop to 
their cannonading to follow two large flups, 
which were makmg into the port ; out per- 
ceiving the flaughter and devaftation made by 
the Portuguefe^ fled to Pandarane, where there 
were Ave other vefl!els at anchor ; but Ci^d 
not being able to come up with them, purfued 
his voyage to Cochin^ in order to fettle a fadory 
there, and took two Arabian fhips in his 
paiTage. 



CHAR 



the EAST INDfES. 81 



CHAP. III. 

l[be Fleet arri'ves at Cochin, 'where they load 
their Ships ivith Spices^ and take tnuo Indian 
Chriftiam on board : they e/cape a large Fleet fent 
from Calicut, and fail to Cananor, ^here de 
Cabral repairs his Ships y and taking an Am" 
hajfador on hoards continues his Voyage back to 
Lifbon. 

CABRAL arrived before the city of Co- 
chin on the 20th of December » This city, 
ivhich ftands upon a river, is 19 leagues fouth 
sf Calicut y and has a fafe and capacious port ; 
the land about it is low, and divided into 
many iilands. The city was built after the 
fame manner, as Calicut ^ and inhabited by 
Pagans and Arahs^ who came thither for the 
fake of trade. Though there was no great 
plenty of provifions, the country about it being 
of fmall extent, and at the fame time barren, 
yet there was plenty of pepper. The king 
who(e name was Trimumparay was tributary to 
the Zamorin, and not being intitled to coin 
money, was but poor; but the manner in 
which he heard the Portugue/e had treated the ■ 
Zamorin, luckily prejudiced him in their fa- 
vour. 

The Admiral having caft anchor, fent an 
Indian convert called Michael Joghi^ to the 
King, to inform him of his coming ; to let 
him know what he had done at Calicut, ^sA.^.^ 
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deiire, that he might be allowed to trade foi 
fpkes and other commoditiefiy either in ex. 
ciuuige for merchandize, or for ready money, 
TMs meflenger had been oaeof the fed of thi 

y^raminsy cauled by the IndtoMs Jofius, wh 
afied die utmoft contempt of eaie, pleafnr^ 
and enjoyment; and attempt to pfei& du 
deity and excite compafiion fitim the peode 
by wandering about naked^ girt with chsMU 
and fnfferin^ volantary penanc^. Theyfnp 
port themielv^s by beg^g, and freqaem 
markets and other pubhc p&ces, where Ae] 
pieach ap their xetigioas tenets with mat^ 
and vehemence. Tim perfon was bbqc^ ; 
convert to the CbryHan Faith, and bduM 
with great integrity. He returned with a .vcq 
jcivU and poHte anlwer from his MajeHy, wk 
exprefled nis joy at the a^val of jdie Porng^ 
and immediatelv diipatched two of hjis fan 
cipal Naires as noftages, on condition that h 
IhQuld change them everv day, becauie if thq 
once eat on ihipboard, they could never mon 
a]>pear in his prefence. The Admiral pleafii^ 
with this hopeful begj^iiJiing, appointed G» 

> 9udo Gil Bifrbofa fadtor, and fent with him ; 
dSd'k, an inteipreter, and four baniihed mcp 
as fervants. 

His Majefty immediately fent the RegiAe 
of die dty and fevexal nobles t6 receive th 
hJQior and bring him to court | but they heii 
found none of diat ftate and grandeur whid 
they had met with at CaUcut^ The Priaci 
was but meanly dad, and his pidace had da 
thing hvLt bare waUs* with ieats round tfaes 
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:d in, and in one of thcfe the Prince him- 
fat. The factor being introduced offered 
Admiral's prefent, which confiiled of a 
r wafliing oafon full of falFrony a large 
r ewer, filled with rofe-water, and fome 
iches of coral. The King received this 
ent with apparent pleafure, returned the 
diral thanks, and after having talked fome 
; with the fadlor, ordered him and his men 
e well lodged. The Admiral would not 
:urc more perfons on (hore, for fear of be- 
expofed to the fame misfortune as at Ca^ 
; but the event ihewed there was no rea- . 
for didruil. By the kind ufage the Por^ 
ife met with, by the difpatch that was 
te in lading their fhips, and the willing- 
with which the natives aflifted them on 
occafions, it plainly appeared, that this 
ice was very fincere in his profeflions of 
ing them. 

The fhips being laden, and the Admiral on 
•c, he was vifited by two Indian Chriilians 
> were brothers, and were defirous of going 
^ortugaly in order to vifit Rome and Jerufa^ 
They were called the Chriflians of ^/. 
mas^ and Cahral afking tliem, if the place 
yr came from was inhabited only by Chrif- 
is, and whether they belonged to the Greek 
Latin church ? one of them informed him, 
t the inhabitants were a mixture of Chrif- 
is, Jews, Pagans, and Mahometan Grangers, 
3 were merchants of Syria^ ^^yp** Perjfia^ 
I Arabia\ that the Chriflians oaid iVl« ^vc^*^ 
mte, and, dwelt in a pari o'E iBaft Wi'^^ 
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themfelves ; where they had a church,'in whici 
tliey had croflcs, but no other images, nor ii( 
bells. That they had their Pope, under when 
were twelve Cardinals, and two Patriarchs 
with many Bilhops and Archbifliops, who al 
refided in Armenia^ to which place the Bifhop 
of Cranganor went to receive their dignity 
and that he himfelf had been there, in orde 
to be ordained Prieft by the Pope, whofe jurif 
diftion extended over India and Catay, Tha 
the two Patriarchs refided in thofe two provin 
ces, apd the Biftiops were difperfed in the citie 
belonging to them. That their Pope was calb 
Catboticosy and their tonfure made in the fbra 
of a crofs. The Admiral readily granted thei 
requeft, and confented to take them with hii 
to Portugal, 

There foon after came two meflengers froii 
the Kings of Cananor and Coulan, inviting th 
Admiral to come and trade in their ports, an' 
promifing him fpices cheaper than he coul< 
have them at Cochin. Cabral returned ther 
thanks, and excufed himfelf from acceptin; 
thofe invitations, by affuring them, that he ha 
already completed his cargo ; but promifed t 
vifit them on his return to India. 

Soon after 25 large fhips, befides a grea 
number of fmall vefFels, appeared on the coall 
and the King of Cochin being informed of th 
defign of this armament, immediately fent t 
inform de Cabral^ that this large fleet wa 
fitted out by the Zamorin of Calicut^ and ha 
on board 15,000 foldiers to revenge the lo 
of his capital, and to make him an offer ( 
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J him with all the affiftance he wanted. 
Calral returned thanks to the Xing, and affured 
hkn, that he fhould be able with his fmall force, 
to make them repent their errand ; and having 
prepared his fhips for an engagement, failed 
diredly to meet the enemy ; but a ftorm arifing, 
and the wind fhifting, he was obliged to re- 
turn. 

The next day, which was the loth of Ja- 
nuary 1501, the Admiral prepared to feek the 
enemy; but miffing a fhip commanded by 
Sancho de Toary which was the largeft next to 
his cwn, and the beft provided with men, he 
thought proper to change his refolution, and 
ftecr homewards ; but was all that day follow- 
ed by the Calicut fleet, which left him at night. 
This prevented his returning to Cochiny as he 
liad propofed, in order to fet on fhore the 
Naires, who were the King's hollages ; and, 
contrary to the laws of all nations, he carried 
them away with him; but after failing live 
days, they were at length, by the Admiral's 
perfuafions, reconciled to eating on board. 

The fleet was foon after joined by the fliip 
that was miffing, and arriving on. the coaft of 
CanancKy the Admiral received another invita- 
tion from the King, in confequence of which, ' 
he entered the port of that city on the 15th. 
The city of Cananor is fituated 3 1 leagues to 
the north of CachhtJ ^n6. is very large. The 
bay forms a commodious harbour, and the 
houfes are of earth covered with flates ; the 
adjacent country produces all the tkft^.^^x^R.'s. 
of life, beiides plenty of ^\tvstT, cax^^^»»^'^> 
. Vol, \ilh 1 ^^^"^ 
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cailia, myrabolansy and tamarinds; bat 119 
more pepper than is confumed in the ooundy, 
and the Arabians here carry on a cOnfideraUe 
trade. The lakes near the city produce alliga* 
tors ; and here are adders, which are fidd t0 
{o poifonous, as to kill men with their breath. 
There are bats as large as kites, with a' head 
like that of a fox, and are efteemedgood eating. 
The King, who was one of the three inde- 
pendant Frinces of MaJahar^ was a Bramin | 
out not fo rich as either the Za^orin of C«£- 
cut^ or the King of Cesdan, Here the Admi« 
ral took in 400 quintals of cinnamon, and fome 
ginger ; but the King fuppoiing that the (matt 
Quantity of fpices he purchafed there proceeded 
frora his want of money, and the lofs he had 
fuffered, by having his fadory at Calicut de- 
ilroyed, fent in a very friendly manner to let 
him know, that he might have whatever htf 
pleafed upon credit. The Admiral thanked 
his Majeily for this generous offer, which bs 
declined accepting, and to convince the me£> 
fenger that he flood in no need of this afliflancc^ 
fhewed him a large fum of money, and let 
him know, that the ihips being already com- 
pletely laden, was the reafon of his forbearing 
to make a larger purchafe. 

Cahral havmg, by the Kinjg^'s defire, taken 
on board an Anibairador to his Portugue/e Ma- 
jefty, he weighed from Cananor, in order to 
crofs the fea between Im^a and Africa^ in 
which pa(Ia^ he took a ytsy large and rick 
merchant ihip ; but finding fhe belonged to 
Caa^aya, bc dl/jnilTed heTi after having taken 

cvqSl 
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out of her a pilot to condud him through the 
Indian Tea, telling the commaniler, that Ema^ 
mtel King of Portugal^ was at war with nooe 
in InMa^ but the Zamorin of Calicut y and the 
Arabians of Mecca^ from whom he had Alter- 
ed the greateft indignities. 

Soon after, the ifcct was overtaken by a ter- 
jible fiorm when they were near the African 
coaft, in which the ihip, conmianded by Sancho 
de Toary was driven in the night upon a bank, 
where, after the crew and cargo were taken 
oat, and divided amon|; the other fhips, (he 
was burnt by the Admiral's order, to prevent 
lier falling into the hands of the enemy ; but 
BOtwkhft^ding this precaution, the King of 
Mombaffa afterwards found means to recover 
die great guns. Following their courie in this 
fempeft, they pafled by Mmnday not being able 
Id put in there, nor at any other place upon 
file coaft, till they came to Mo/ambiquey where 
they caft anchor, in order to refit their fliips. 

Cabral now fent de Toar to examine the coaiir 
of Sofalay while he himfelf proceeded on his 
voyage. On the 22d of May^ he doubled the 
Ci^ tf GeodHofe^ and continuing his voyage* 
airived ztLifion on the 31ft of Jidyp 1501. 
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The firfl made on Account of the En club 
East India Company. 
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C H A P. I. 

An Account of the Fleet and Officers. 7hey ftt 
fatl\ /tfi^ ij Portuguefe Ship on the Coaft of 
Guinea, and arri'Vi in the Bay of Sald?nna. 
^he Method they made ufe of in curing tbi 
Scur'vy, and to obtain Plenty of Proviftons. 

IN the year 1600, the merchants of Z«»- 
don having raifed a joint ftock of 7 2,000 A 
to be employed in fhips and merchandize, in 
order to carry on a trade to the Eaf Indies^ for 
which they had obtained a ^^attta C\om Queen 

EU%ftbct\}^ 



€apt, Lancaster's VOYAGE, l^c. 89 
^lizabethy they bought and fitted out four large 
hips, 1//JS. the Dragon of 600 tuns and 202 
nen, commanded by C^pt. James Lancajier^ 
acneral*; the HeSior of 300 tons and 108 
nen, under the command of Capt. John Mid- 
iUton^ Vice- Admiral ; the Afcenjion of 260 tons 
md 32 men, in which was William Brandy 
:hicf Governor ; and the Sufan carrying 84 
nen, commanded by Capt. John Hayward ; to 
vhich was added, the Gue/}, a fhip of 130 tons 
IS a vittualler. There were in each of the 
bur Ihips three merchants, who were to fuc- 
:eed each other in cafe of death ; and the fleet 
vas furnilhed with provifions for 20 months. 
There were on board in merchandize and Spa- 
nijh money to the value of 27,000 /. and all 
the reft of the company's flock was laid out 
in the purchafe and equipment of the fhips ; 
in providing them with neceffaries, and ad- 
irancing money to the mariners. Queen 5//- 
zabetb gave them letters of recommendation 
to feveral Princes of India -y and as no great 
aftion can well be carried on, without an ab- 
folute authority, fhe granted the General a 
commiffion of martial law. 

This fleet failed from Dartmouth on the i8th 
of Jprily 1 60 1, and put into Torhay, where the 
General had fent inftruftions on board all the 
ihips, for keeping company at fea, and ap- 

* After^-wards Sir James. This Gentleman ivas 
one of the Company to ^hom the Patent ivas 
granted, 

I 3 ^^\ar>sAk 
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pointed the places of rendezvous, in 
Reparation. 

On the 2 2d of April dicy departed 
Canaries^ and in the morning of the 
Moj^i had fight oi AUgranzaf the moft n< 
of thefe iflands, but oeing frequently 1 
cd> and often meeting with contrary w 
was the 21ft of Jwte^ before they g 
two degrees north, where ipying a Pc 
ihip, they chafed and took her** SI 
from Lijbon with two caracks, and ih 
leons bound for the Eaji Indies^ from 
iliips fhe had been feperated at fea. Ti 
lifif took out of her 146 butts of wii 
jars of oil, 12 barrels of oi], and 55 ho 
of meal, which were equitably diftrib 
xnong the fhips, and was a great help 1 
during the whole voyage. 

On the laft of June uiey paf&d the H 
the 25th of Jidyt got into ig^ 4.0' f< 
titude, where they unloaded the Gueft 
ler, and after taking her mails, fails anc 
broke down her higher buildings for fir 
and left her floating in the fea. Nil 
after they crofTed the tropic of Capricorn 
many of the men falling flck from the 
tinumg fo long under the line, by t 
of Augufty all the fhips, except the Ge 
were To thin of men, that they had i 
fufiicient number to handle their fails, 
want of hands, became at laH fo gre 

* Portugal nuas then JuhjeS to the Sp: 
nuiib whom ^een Elizabeth 'vms then at 
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feme of the fhips the merchants took theit 
ms at the helm, and like common failors, 
mt aloft to take in the fails ; but atlength/a 
ir wind fpringing up» they on the 9th of Sep* 
nier reached SaUanna, and the HeSior came 
an anchor. The General fent his boats to 
ift the other (hips in entering the harbour^ 
id even went on board them himfelf, with a 
ffident number of men, to hoift out their 
lats for them. 

The reafon why his crew were in better 
lalth than thole of the other (hips, was ow- 
g to the General's having brought fome bot- 
:s of the juice of lemons to fea with him, of 
hich he gave to every peribn on board, as 
ng as it laded, three ipoonfuls every morn- 
g failing, not fuiFering them to eat any thing 
ter it t2l noon. 

Mr. Lancafter having revived the fpirits of 
\c feeble crews in the other (hips, by the 
Sftance he had afforded them, went on (hore, 
id meeting with fome of the natives, gave 
lem feveral trifles, as knives and pieces of 
on, making flgns for them to bring him cows 
(id (heep, which he eafily made them under- 
and by fpeaking in the language of the cat- 
» themi&lves. He made a noife like the low- 
ig of homed cattle, to il\ew that he wanted 
iem» and ufed the found haa for (heep, which 
le natives eafily underftood, without an in- 
rrpreter. Having difmi(Ied the people, well 
ttisEed with their prefents and kind ufage, he 
ave orders that every (hip's company mould 
ong their (ails on land, ereft teat& Cot xk^v^ 
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fick. and alfo raife works for their defer 

cafe the natives ihould take any difguJ 

make an attempt againfl them. Mr. Lc 

alfb gave orders, that when the native: 

down with cattle, only five or fix m< 

pointed for that purpofe, fhould go to de 

them, and that a body of men with r 

and pikes, which were never to be lefs tl 

ihould come no nearer the place of fa 

140, or 200 yards; but fhould always 

drawn up in a rank with their mufket o 

refls to be ready againfl all accidents. 

prudent order being flridtly obferved, 

could go to fpeak to any of the native; 

out leave, which had fo happy an efFe^ 

the harmony which now fubfifled b 

them, was not broken during their flay 

The third day after their arrival, the 

brought down beef and mutton, which tl 

companies bought for pieces of old iron 

giving two pieces of eight inches each 

ox, and one piece of eight inches for a 

which fo well pleafed the natives, that 

or twelve days, they fold them 1000 

and 42 oxen, and would have fupplic 

with many more if they had wanted. 

oxen were full as big as the EngUJby a 

fat ; many of the fheep were much lar^ 

thofe of the Englejh breed, and the f 

ceeding good, fat and fweet. Howev( 

this trade was over, though the nativ 

came to vifit them, they fhewed no 

tion to renew it, but when the Ertgl^ 

fjgns for more Iheep, they pointed to th 
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I been bought, which were kept grazing 
on the hills about the tents ; it was there^ 
c imagined, that the natives were under 
ae apprehenfiohs of their intending to fettle 
;re. 

During their ftay here, they met with fuch 
reihments, that all the men recovered their 
dth and ftrength, except four or five, but 
ie added to thofe who died before their ar- 
al, amounted to 105, and yet the remainder 
rc thought ftronger when they left this bay, 
tn at their departure from England. 



CHAP. II. 

y fail from Said anna, and arrive at St. 
Vfary's IJlaTui, in order to recover their Men 
who are again Jick of the Scurvy* They of- 
erwards come to an Anchor in the Bay of Kn- 
wngil, in the IJland 0/" Madagafcar, *where 
hey land and traffic luith the Natives. 
They afierwards fail by the IJland of Roque- 
Piz ; are in Danger from the Roch, and an" 
bor at the IJland of Sombrefo, ivhence they 
Qtil fo Sumatra, and arrive in the Road of 
^chen. 

rH E General having caufed all the tents 
to be taken down, and received on 
ird a frelh fupply of wood and water, put 
Tea on the 29th of Oaoher^ and on the 26th 
November fell in with the head-land of the 
nd of Madagafcar^ fomcv/\i2LX. XO \Jaa ^"Ji^^ ^"v 



94 Capt. Lancaster's VOYAGE /* 

Cape Sehaftian^ and continued plying to di 
eaftward till the 15th oi December, about whk 
time, the men began again to fall fick of di 
fcurvy. 

On the 17th day they had fight of d 
fouthermofl: part of St. Mary's iiland, and d 
next day, having anchored between it and Ma 
dagafcavy they lent their boats ashore to d 
former ifland, where they got plenty of lemoi 
and oranges ; but while they were riding ther 
there aroie (b violent a ftorm, that three oft! 
fhips were driven from their anchors, but 
length this tempeft abating, after it had coi 
dnoed fixteen hours, the ihips returned. 

St, Marfs iiland is high land, and faO < 
woods, the people are bUck, and the men ta 
and handfome with curled hair, only d» 
ibroke up that on their foreheads, by vAa 
means it fiands about three inches uprigl 
They go quite naked, except a fmall coveni 
hanging from the waift, and ieem to be e 
tremely In-ave,, yet are eafy to convede witl 
Though their principal food is rice and iEi 
the Englijh could get but a fmall quantity < 
the former, for as harvefl: was at haad, thi 
had nearly confumcd their whole ilock* Thi 
could therefore obtain nothing more than 
little goats milk ; for they faw only one coi 
and that was driven away as fooa as the peop 
perceived the Engli^ were landing. There a 
two or three watering places on the north pa 
of the iiland, none of which are very commi 
dious, yet with fome trouble water enouj 
may be had^ However, as there was fo litt 







. ■ -■— ** 







thEAST INDIES. 95 

nent to be obtained, and as the place 
ide in was very dangerous, they failed 

*3d for Jfitongil ; on the 25 th they en- 
kat bay, and came to an anchor between 
. ifiand lyin^ in the bottom of the bay 
e iiftain» which was a very fafe road ; 

landing in this little idand, they found 
ing laid in the rocks, that five Dutc6 
lad been there about two months before, 
Mt while they rode in that place, they 
ft 150 or 200 hundred men by iicknefs* 
ding the day after in the main idand, 
•pie foon repaired to them, and by figns 
ted^ them ot the five DutcJlf ihips, and 
key had bought the moft part of their 
ODs. However, they entered into barter 
he EngUfi^ to whom they fold hens, rice» 
SI9 lemons and plantains, but held them 
• high rate. Their market was near a 
rmr, upon which the EfsgUJh went in 
«au ; thofe appointed to be buyers land* 
rhile the reft ftaid in the boats at 15 or 
di diftance, where the natives could not 
IC them ; though they were always ready 
iteir weapons m their hands to take in 
irho were on fhore, whenever it (hould 
cffiuy. J'he natives trifled away fome 
idbre fley would deal with them ; for 
rere very fubde in buying and felling, 
Billy infifting upon having a little more, 
that was once complied with, none would 
ards (ell under that price. 

General perceiving this troublefome 
tion, ordered meafures to be msudL^) vAv\cVw 
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held near a quart, and appointed how masf 
glafs beads fhould be given for every meafine 
The like order was mSle with refpeft to oia» 
ges, lemons and plantains. The number to h 
given for everv bead was fixed, nor were the 
to deal on other terms. The natives, aftt 
holding oiF a little, at length confented, as 
from this prudent regulation, their dealings be 
came frank, and without any further cavulis 
or difpute. The Englijh bought here 15 toi 
and a quarter of rice, 40 or 50 boflieb < 
peas and beans, great ilore of oranges, lemoi 
and plantains, eight cows, and fome fo« 
' While they rode m this bay, they joined ft 
gether a pinnace of 1 8 tons, brought out ( 
England in pieces, and cutting down fome ( 
the trees, which grew there in great abin 
dance, fawed them into boards and fheatix 
her. This vefTel was of ufe in going hda 
their (hips, in order to make the proper fouiv 
ings, to prevent the large veffels running « 
the rocks and ihoals. 

In this bay there died out of the Dr^^ 
the mailer's mate, the chaplain, and the in 
geon, with ten common men ; and out of d 
HeSior the mailer and two others, all of who 
were carried off by the flux, l^pofed to i 
occafioned by the water they Cank on fhw 
Unfortunately as the mailer's mate of the />r. 
gon was carrying to land, in order to be i 
terred, the Captain of the Afcenfion took \ 
boat to attend the ceremony, and as it is tl 
cuflom at Tea, to difcharge fome pipces of or 
nanoe at the interment of any officer; d 
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runner fired three euns, and the bullets being 
m them, one ftruck the Afcenjion^s boat, and 
killed both the Captain and Boatfwain's mate, 
who thus by going to fee the burial of another, 
were both buried there themfelves. 

On the 6th of March the ihips left this bay, 
and on t'ke i6th fell in with an ifland, called 
■Roque^Pizy in 10°. 30'. fouth latitude. Here 
the General fent his boat in fearch of a proper 
road, but Ihe moftly found deep water where 
Ihips could. not ride in fafety. In coafting this 
ifland, they found that it had a beautiful ap- 
pearance ; it was exceeding full of cocoa-nut 
trees, and the breezes that blew from the ihore, 
were as fragrant, as if they had proceeded 
from a garden of flowers. As the boats ap- 
proached the land, they faw abundance of fifti, 
and the fo^yJ^ came flying about them in fuch 
multitudes, diat the failors killed many of them 
with their oars, and thefe were found to be 
the fatceft and bed they had tailed in all their 
voyage. 

After being feveral times in danger of run- 
ning upon the rocks, they on the 9th of May^ 
had fight of the i Hands oiNicobary and bearing 
in, anchored on the fouth fide under a fmall 
ifland that Hes nea'i" the fliore. Here they met 
with few rwefhments, except frefti water, and 
ibme cocoa-nuts. The people came on board 
in long canoes, each of which would hold at 
leaft 20 men, bringing gums to fell inftead of 
amber, by which feveral on board were de- 
ceived. They alfo brought hens and cocoa.- 

Vol. Yin. K ^^^-^^ 
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nuts, but fet fo high a price upon them, that 
few were bought. 

Having ftaid here ten days, they fet fail ot 
the 20th m the morning for Sumatra^ but wen 
hindered by the currents and the wind, whid 
blew hard at fouth fouth-weft. By thus beat- 
ing up and down, the fhips became leaky; 
which obliged them to fteer to the ifland o 
Sombrero^ lo or iz leagues to the northward o: 
NicoboTt the people of thefe iflands have ohlj 
a covering round their waift. They have 5 
tawny complexion, and paint their faces of fe 
veral colours. They are well limbed ; but f( 
fearful, that none of them would venture oi 
board the fhips, or even the boats. 

Leaving SonJnrero on the 29th of M^, the; 
on the 6th of Juney anchored in the road 
Jcheny in the ifland of Sumatra^ about twi 
miles from the city, where they found 16 
1 8 fail of feveral nations, fome of Bengola^ an< 
others of CaUcut, Guxeraty PegUy and CaH;^ 
There foon came on board two Holland mei 
chants, who had been left to learn the man 
ners and language of the country, by whoi 
they were informed, that they would be ver 
Velcome to the King, who was delirous 
entertaining Grangers, and that tl|^ Queen 
England was renowned in thefe parts, for th 
great vidlory ihe had obtained over the Kin|;o 
Spain. 
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CHAP. III. 

TJbe (knerd lands : Goes in great State to Courts 
ivhere be delivers the ^ueen^s Letter to the King 
ef Achen, who gi<ves him afcpvourable Recep" 
tion, A treaty of Amity approved of. The 
Englifh taken under the King^s ProteSiiony and 
aU their Demands granted. The General difco^ 
^ers the Deftgns of the Portuguefe Ambajfador 
againft him^ and at length fans from Achen. 

'Tp H E fame day in which the ihips came 
J[^ to an anchor in the road of Achen^ Mr. 
James Lancafier (ent Captain Middleton with four 
or five gentlemen to attend him, to wait on the 
Sang; and inform him, that he was fent from 
the General of thofe ihips, who had a meiiage 
and letter from the moft illuftriotts Queen of 
England f to the moft worthy Kingof ^r^^;iand 
Sumatra. He was alio to defire to know if it 
was his Majefty's royal pleafure, to give the 
General audience, with a fafe condu6l for him- 
felf and his people, in order to deliver his let- 
ter and me^ge. 

CaptSLia Middleton was very kindly enter- 
tained by the King,* who readily granted his 

* This ijuas the old King of Achen mentioned 
in BeaulieuV 'voyage^ and grandfather of the cruel 
and avaricious Prince 9 'who reigned luhen he was 
there. 




-requeft, and alked him many queftioi 
which he caufed a banquet to be pre 
him, and at his departure, give him i 
callico turban wrought with gold, as 
mark of his favour. He fent word 
General fhould ftay one day on board 
to reft himfelf after the fatigues of hi; 
and the next land to receive an audit 
that he might venture on Ihore with 
fecurity, as if he were in the kingd 
Queen his miftrefs. 

On the day fixed, the General Ian 
about 30 attendants, and on his going 
was met by. the .Z)a/r>& merchants, v 
had been agreed, conducted him to th( 
for he would take no houfe of his ov 
had (poken with the King. Soon aftei 
man combg, faluted the General, ai 
declared, that he came from his Ma 
manded the Queen's letter : but the 
refufed to give it him, faying, it wa 
vilege of •Ambafladors in thofe pan 
world from whence he came, to deli 
letters to the Prince's themfelves, an 
any who reprefented their perfons. T\ 
man then defired to fee the fuper 
which he copied, and having looked 
at the feal, he with great courtefy 
leave, to make a report of what had p 

Soon after the King fent fix large e 

with many trumpets, drums, and i 

and a confiderable number of peop! 

company the General to court. The 

tMe elephants was ^boyit 13 or 14 f< 
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nd had a fmall cadle like a coach upon his 
ack, covered with a crimfon velvet, in the 
liddle of which was a great gold bafon, co- 
ered with a piece of filk richly embroidered, 
ad into this cup was put the Queen's letter, 
""he General was mounted upon another of the 
lephants; fome of his attendantis rode, and 
thers went on foot ; but on his coming to the 
ate of the palace, he was flopped by a noble- 
lan, till he went in to know the King's far- 
ler pleafure, but foon returning, he defitiii 
le General to enter. 

On his being admitted into the King's pre- 
jnce, he paid him his refpedts after the man- 
er of the country ; declaring, that he wais fent 
'om the moll mighty Queen of England to 
ongratulate his Highnefs, and enter into a 
reaty of peace and amity with him. As he 
ras going on with his difcourfe, the King in- 
srrupted him, faving, " I am fure you are 
' weary with the long voyage you have taken, 
' and would have you fit down to refrefh your- 
' felf, you are very welcome, and fhall have 
^ whatever you can in reafon demand for your 
' miflrefs's fake ; for fhe is worthy of all 

* kindnefs, fmce fame fpeaks her to be a Prin- 

* cefs of noble difpofitions." 

Upon this, the General delivered the Queen's 
stter, which his Majefly readily received, and 
hen delivered it to a nobleman' who Hood by. 
The General next offered the prefent, which 
iras a filver bafon with a fountain in the mid- 
Ue, the whole weighing 20c ounces, a large 
ilvcr cup, a rich looking glafe, ^V£^!^^\^"«-> 
K 3 ^^ 



102 Capt. Lancaster's VOYAGE /• 
on which was a plume of feathers, a cafe 
very handfome daggers, a rich embroidei 
belt, and a fan of feathers. Thefe were 
received l^ a nobleman, only the * King to 
the fan into his own hand, and feeming m 
pleafed with that, caufed one of his women 
fan him with it. 

The General then (eating himfelfcrofs-len 
on the ground, according to the cuilom ofl 
country, a very jgreat banquet was (erved n 
all the diihes of which were either of pi 
gold, or of another metal much e^eemea 
jicben, called tambaick, which is a mixture 
gold and brafs. During this entertainme 
the King as he fat in a gallery about a &thi 
from the ground, drank feveral times to i 
General in arrack ; but Mr. Lancafter perceivi 
its ftreneth, after the firll draught drank eitl 
water alone, or mixed with the arrack. 1 
feail being over, his Majeily fent for fo: 
girls to come and dance, and his women 
play to them on mufic. Thefe women w 
richly dreifed, and adorned with bracelets s 
jewels. This was efteemed an extraordin; 
favour, as they were not ufually feen by ai 
but fuch as the King would greatly hono 
The King then gave the General a fine wl 
robe of callico, richly embroidered with go 
a very handfome Turky leather belt, and t 
cro fTes, which are a kind of daggers, all whi 
a nobleman put on for him in die King's p 
fence. In this manner he was difmilTed, ^ 
a perfon fent with him to make choice oi 
hou^Q in the city, where the General fhoi 
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think moil convenient. But he declined this 
fevour, and rather chofe to return on board the 
(hip. 

The next time the General went to courts 
he had a long conference with the King about 
the Queen's letter, with which his Ma- 
jefty feemed much pleafed. He profefled that 
he was very dcfirous of enteiing into a league 
with the Queen of England ; obferved, that as 
to the demands relating to trade, he had given, 
two of his nobles orders to confer with him on 
that fttbjedy and promifed, that whatever her 
MajeHv had requeiled, fhould be granted. 

Witn this iatisfadiory anfwer, the General 
titer another banquet departed, and the next 
day fent to the noolemen the King had men- 
tionedy to know the time they would chufe for 
the conference : one of them was the Chief 
Pricft oi Jchen^ a nuin who well deferved the 
High eftecm, which both the King and the 
people had for him ; for he was a perfon of 
great wiidom and temperance : the other was 
one of the ancient nobility, a perfon of much 
gravity, but not fo fit for tranlafting bufinefs 
as the Prieft. The parties having met at the 
time appointed, the conference was held in 
JrahiCi which both the priefl and nobleman 
underilood; and on this occaiion, a Je-w^ 
whom the General brought from Englandy and 
who {poke that language' perfedly, ferved as 
interpreter. Several demands being made re- 
lating to the privileges of the merchants, the 
PrielT afked him what reafons he had to offer, 
to induce the King to grant them. Upon 
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icceflary which his country afforded fhould be 
at the King's fervice, prefuming that his Ma- 
jefty would not demand any thing, to which 
the Queen could not with pleafure confent, or 
that fhould be contrary either to her honour, 
the laws, or her leagues with Chriflian Princes. 
The General farther demanded that his Majefty 
wrould caufe immediate proclamation, that none 
of his people fhould abufe any of t\it Englijhi 
but that they fhould be allowed to carry on 
their bufinefs peaceably, and this laft requefl 
wras fo effeftually complied with, that though 
the King's fubjefts were ftridlly forbid walking 
iy night, yet the Englijh might go about, both 
}y ni^ht and in the day without interruption, 
mly, if any of them were found abroad at un- 
awful hours, they were brought home to the 
General's houfe, and there delivered up. 

The conference being ended, the High Priefl 
lefired the General to let him have a memo- 
andum in writing of his reafons, and the pri- 
rileges he demanded in the Queen's name, tell- 
ng him, that within a few days.he fhould have 
lis Majefly's anfwer. After this, fome dif- 
:ourfe pafled relating to the affairs of Chriften- 
lom, and then they broke up for that time. 

The General having taken care to fend a co- 
)y of his demands to thefe CommifTaries, the 
lext time he went to court, finding the King, 
tngaged at a cock fighting, which was one 
>f his Majefly's chief diverfions, he fent his 
nterpreter, to defire his Majefty to be mindful 
»f the bufinefs, about which he had conferred 
vith his nobles. Upon this, the King calling 
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the General, told him, that he would willing 
enter in a peace with her Majefty, and that, 
for the articles he had iet down in writing, di 
ihould all be drawn up fair by one of hiss,iecrel 
ries,and authorized by himfeif ; and accordinc 
within &vt or fix days they were delivered 
the General, by the King's own handj wi 
many exprefiions of kindnefs. 

The fubftance of the articles were firft, Tt 
the EngUJh fhould have free liberty and trait 
Secondly, That their goods ihould be cufii 
free, whether imported or exported, and d 
they fhould be afliiled with the ve£els of Ja 
to lave their ihips, commodities, and men in 
being wrecked, in cafe of danger. Third 
That they jQiould have liberty to make wil 
and bequeath their effects to whom they pleaii 
Fourthly, That all bargains fhould be confir 
ed, and orders granted for pa}anent« by 1 
fubjeds oiAchen. Fifthly, That they fhoi 
have authority to execute juftice on their oi 
men. Sixthly, That they fhould have jnfti 
againfl the natives for injuries done them, i 
venthly, That their goods fhould not be fk 
ped, nor prices fet on them; and eighth) 
That they fhould be allowed liberty of cc 
fcience. 

This league of peace and amity being fetd< 
the merchants attempted to provide pepper i 
lading the ihips ; but found there was little 
be had, on account of the lail year's flerilil 
However, being informed by fome of the a 
tives, that at a port c»\lcd Priamany about i 
leagues from thence^ they might lade one of th< 

iht 
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all ifhips, Mr. Lancafter fent the Bufan thi->^ 
;r, and appointed Mr. Henry MiMeton^ Cap- 
n and chief merchant of that veilel. 
The General was not a little concerned, that 
ptain John Da^vis, the principal pilot, had 
A the merchants before their leaving L^^^oxr, 
It pepper was to be had here for four rials of 
;ht, the hundred weight : whereas it coft 
;m almoft twenty; and on this account he 
s perplexed how to lade the fhips, fb as to 
'e his own credit, preierve the efteem of the 
oipany by which he was employed, and 
ep up the reputation of his country, confi- 
ring ho^ difgraceful it would appear in the 
es of the neighbouring nations, ir they fhould 
:urn empty from the Indies. Befides the P^r- 
nu/e Ambaflador watched every ftep they 
>k,^ though he was no ways acceptable to the 
ing : for having the laft time of his being at 
nrt, aflced leave to fettle a faftory, and build 
Fort at the entrance of the harbour, under the 
etence of fecuring the merchant's goods from 
e, the Kin? afked him, if his mailer had a 
.uehter to give his fon, that he was fo careful 
the prefervation of his country, and added, 
at he need not be at the charge of building 
fort, fmce he had a proper houfe within land, 
out two leagues from the city, which he 
Duld fpare him, for the ufe of his fadory, 
liere they might dwell without fear, either 
' enemies or fire, for he would prote^ them, 
he King was much difpleafed at the infolence 
' the demand, and the Ambaflador went from 
an much dii&dsfied* 



General lun/w^.. 
as a fpy. However, he 
ihould be well ufed, an 
ways buy his hens, and 
price for them. At laft 
cafion to talk with him, 
and to what country 
*f that fuch an agreeabl 
" a better employment t 
" ofvhens." Sir, anfwen 
•* this Pcrtugueje Capta 
<' free-born, 1 am neitl 
** I have been with hi? 
" partly reckons me ' 
** his nation are fo pc 
** contend with them. 
•* neral if you have ar 
** which you well defe 
** for him who fhoul 
*' you the trouble of 
' — for it? Sir, r 
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*' fays the Indian^ he has a fpy on board all 
<* your fhips, a Chinefe^ who continually keeps 
** company with your people, fo that he has 
** a draught not only of your Ihips, and their 
** bulk ; but of every piece of ordnance be- 
** longing to each ; how they are placed, and 
** what number of hands there are on board. 
** He finds your fhips ftrong, but your men 
•* iick and weak, and that with a fmall force 
** they might be taken by furprife, he thcre- 
** fore dengns in a few days to fend his 
** draughts to Malacca^ in order to obtain a 
** force fufficient to attempt them." 

The General laughed heartily at this news, 
iaying, " The AmbafTador is not fuch a fool 
** as you reprefent him, for he knows very 
•* well, that I care but little for all the 
" forces he can mufter in thefe parts. But go, 
*' be here once or twice a day, and tell me 
•* whether the Ambaffador proceeds in his de- 
" fign, and when the meffengers arc to d©* 
" part with thefe draughts, and though it 
" will be but of little fervice to me to know 
* ** it, I will give you your liberty." 

The Indian went away highly fatisficd, as 
was vifible by his countenance, and the quick- 
nefs of his pace, and by his means the Gene- 
ral learned whatever the Ambaffador did in the 
day, either the fame night or the next morn- 
\ ^ ing, and he behaved with fuch caution, that 
L. neither any of the Ambaffador's family, nor 
p the Englijh thcmttlves knew what he came 
about. 

^ ' Vol. YUL L "^"^^ 
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The next day the General was fi 

court, where his Majefty difcourfed 

about an EmbaiTy fent to him by tl: 

Siam^ relating to the conqueft of Ma 

the forces he would affift him with 

he undertook that fervice. This pr 

General feconded with many reafons 

occafion to mention how infolently th 

Ambailador behaved, and that he on 

a fpy to difcover the ftrength of the 

The King replied, that he knew t] 

his enemies ; but wondered how h< 

know it. The General anfwered, 

Ambaflador had planted fpies abo 

obferve all his adlions, and to pry it 

figns, and had gotten a draught of 

in order to fend it to Malacca, and 

force from thence to attack them I 

At this the King fmiled, obfervin 

need not fear any danger from th; 

fmce all the ftrength they were abl 

at Malacca could not do him any 

which the General replied, that h 

fear any attempts they could ma 

him ; but that fuch intelligence w 

them keep within their ports, and | 

being able to come at them, an* 

intreated his Majefty to detain two \ 

baflador's fervants, who, within 

were to fet out for another port, ; 

avoid being intercepted, and wen 

hire a bark to fail with this intc 

Ma/acca. This the King promiic 

General took his leave. 
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The Ambaflador's fervants accordingly de- 
parted with the draughts, and their mailer's 
letters, to a port about 25 leagues from Acheriy 
where having agreed for their paflage they 
embarked ; but as they were going over the 
bar, they were followed by a frigate, which 
caufed them to lower their fails, that the 
officer might fee their lading. As foon as he 
was on board, he perceived the two Portuguefiy 
afked them whence they came, and whither 
they were going; to which they anfweied. 
That they came from Achen^ and belonged to 
the Portuguefe Ambafiador ; but the officer told 
them, that they had robbed their mafter, and 
therefore, he would fend them back to him to 
anfwer for themfelves. In the confufion which 
arofe upon this occafion, they lofl their draughts 
and letters, their trunks alfo were broke open, 
and they fent bound to Acheriy to be delivered 
to the Ambafiador in cafe they belonged to 
him. 

The General had intelligence of all that 
paffed, and the Indian came daily to fell his 
fowls, with his mailer's confent. By this time, 
the fummer was pretty well over, and it being 
now September^ it was time for the General to 
put to fea. But at this very time he heard, 
that the AmbaiTador had obtained his difpatch 
from the King to be gone. Upon which, 
going to court he fent his interpreter to defire 
2ie honour of an audience, which being grant- 
ed, the King demanded his errand, when the 
General replied. That it had pleafed his High- 
. ncfs to do him many favouta, v4V\0cvV'a.$iL ^\si.- 
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boldened him to requeft one kind 
The King afked him what it was, a 
there were more Portugue/e going t 
to hinder his meafures ? The Gener 
that there were, and that the Amba 
ing obtained his Majefty's difpatc 
ttumined to depart within iivt. day; 
he begged of his Majefty to detain 
To wfich the King replied, that 
provided he would bring him a 
jnafiden when he returned. 

With this anfwer the General tool 
and three ftips being ready, the Cj 
Dutch vqfB; who was in the road, 
might roS the General company, 
part in this adventure. His fliip 
200 tons, aiid it was agreed, that 
have an eighth of what fhould 
Mean while the Jfcenjton was to ftay 
compleat her lading, of which fhe 
three parts on board. 
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CHAP. IV. 

ir. Lancafter takes a rich Portuguele Frixe^ 
and returns to Athen : Leases that Port ; 
touches at Priaman, and arrives at Bantam^ 
€where he meets ivith a brijk trade. He orders 
the Hedlor to lea^qe htm ; proceeds to St, Helenaji 
and arrives in /^HPowns, 

A FTER Mr. Lancafier^s departure, the 
iVi Portuguefe AmbaiTador appeared very 
lager to be gone ; but the King deferred fign- 
ng his paflport for 24 days after the GeneraPa 
>atting to fea, and then exprelTed his wonder 
hat he fhould be in fuch hafte, fince the Eng- 
\(b commander was at fea, obferving, that as 
le was ftronger than the Ambaflador he might; 
lo him a miichief, if he fhould meet with him. 
But he replying, that he depended upon the 
fwiftnefs of his frigate, and that he defied all 
the force of the. Englijh^ the King feemed 
reconciled to his departure, and gave him his 
difpatch. 

On the 3d of OSiober^ cruifing near the 
freights of Malacca, the HeSior obferved a fail, 
upon which direftions were given to fpread 
themfelves out a mile and a half, that fhe 
might not pafs" them in the dark. The fhip 
at length fell in with the Hedor, and after a 
fhort engagement, ftie was taken. This fhip 
came from St, Thomases in the bay of Bengal^ 
and was bound for Malacca \ ft\^ vt^^ ^^ ^^^ 

L 3 ^^^ 
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Acben, But before his departure^ he went to 
courts and had a long conference with the 
King, who delivered him a letter for the Queen 
ivritten in Arabic, with a prefent to her Majefty 
:)f three rich pieces of cloth of gold, and a 
ring fet with a very fine ruby. He alfo made 
the General a prefent of another ruby ring. 
On his taking leave, the King aiked him, if 
die Englijh had the Pfalms of Dwvid amongft 
them, to which he anfwered that they had, 
md fung them daily. Then faid the King, 
I and thefe nobles about me will fing a pfalm 
to God for your profperity, which being ended, 
the King afked him to fing another pfalm, 
though it were in his own language, and there 
being twelve in company, they immediately 
complied with his requeft. This done, the 
General took his leave, when the King faid. 
He hoped God would blefs them all in their 
iroyage, and conduct them fafe to their own 
country, adding, if hereafter your Ihips return 
to this port, you fhall find the fame good 
ufage you have hitherto experienced. 

On the ninth of November they left Achen *, 
and after keeping company ten days, the Ad- 
miral difpatched his letters for England by the 
Afcenjiony fhe fleering her courfe towards the 
Qape of Good Hope, and they for Bantaniy in 
fearch of the Sufan^ which had orders to lade 

• See a 'very particular defa'iption of the tvholc 
ijland of Sumatra in general, and of Achen in 
particular, in Qotnmodori Beaulicu's Voyage* 



2XPriaman. Continuing their cour 
the line the third time, and rea< 
on the 26 th of No'vember, where 
purchafed about 600 bahors of pe 
of cloves, Their pepper coft tl 
at Acben^ though none grows ne 
it being brought from a place cal 
cabo^ at eight or ten leagues d 
country, 

Priaman produces no other cc 
gold duft wafhed out of the-fand: 
that fall from the mountains, 
place of refrefhment, and is v( 
for though it lies within 1 5 m 
Jine, the air is extremely good. 

The General having taken i 
and ordered the Captain of the I 
pleat her lading with pepper a 
iible, ai)d then to depart for i 
on the 4th of J)ecember towards 
the 15 th, he entered the llreigl 
and coming to an anchor uad 
called Pulo Pan/a ; the next mon 
the road of Bantam, On the v 
jdl fent Captain Middleton, to inf 
that he was come by order of 1 
]£ngla7i'd, and had both a meflag 
from her, requiring his MajeJ 
duft, for that he might land and 

The King anfwered, that he 
of his coming, and fent a nc 
^ith the Captain to welcome the 
accompany him on his landing 
fiy^d at ^onrt, he found the Kin 
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of ten or eleven years of age, fitting 
[ixteen or eighteen noblemen about him. 
I Mr. Lancajler paying his refpe&s, the 
welcomed him, and after fome difcourfe, 
livered the Queen's letter into his'M^- 

hand, with a prefent of plate and other 
>, which the King received with apparen^t 
ire, and referred the General to one of 
Dbles, who was then protedor. After 
g an hour and a half on different fub- 
that nobleman invited him to«land hi$ 
afluring him, that they might buy and 
dthout moleftation, and with as much 

as if they were in their own country, 
as then allowed liberty to chufe a houfe, 
yithin two days the merchants brought 

on (hore, and began to fell ; but one of 
ing's nobles coming to inform the Ge- 

that the- King muil be allowed to fur- 
imfelf before ms fubjeds, he immediate- 
eed that he ihould, and the Eling being 
!, the merchants again went forwards 
their fales with fuch difpatch, that ia 
veeks time they fold more goods than 
. pay for the lading of both the (hips, 
rought from thence 276 bags of pepper, 
)f which contained 62 pounds, and coft 
als and a half of eight, befides anchorage 
:he King's cuftom. The anchorage for 
fhips amounting to 1500 rials of eight, 
the cuftom was one rial of eight upon 
bag. 

faft as they bought their pepper they 
t on board, fo that by xiit lovtv o^ Fe- 



»? 



'r hruary 1603, their fhips were compleatly 

and ready to depart. In the mean time C 
Middl^ton of the He^or fell fick on board 
which the General went to vifit hin 

Sb though he found him walking about, h 

■ ^ early the next morning. 

The General now ordered the pi 
which held about 40 tojis, to be lade: 
commodities^ and putting in her tweli 
with fome merchants, fent her to trat 
fettle a fadlory at the Moluccas^ againft 
turn of the next fhips from England, I 
left eight men and three fadlors at Banta 
pointing Mr. Star key the principal 
amongft them, to fell fucH goods as 
behind, and to provide lading for th< 
againft the next return. Then going t 
to take leave of the King, he received 1 
and prefent for Queen EliTUiheth^ whic 
lifted of fome bezoar ftones, with one f< 
felf, together with a fine Ja'va dagger. 

On the 20th of February they fet i 
England^ and after fuffering by feveral 
ftorms, the fea on the 3d of May bej 
fuch violence on the Dragon^ s quarter, 
fhook the iron work of the rudder wi 
force, that the next morning it broke q 
from the ftem and funk. The terror s 
prehenfions of the men were now at the j 
height, the moft expenenced mariners \ 
a lofs how to proceed ; for in this temp 
fea, the (hip drove up and down like a 
which way focver the wind carried 
tiiat ihe was fomctimes within three < 
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igues of the Cape of Good Hope^ and was 
m driven by a contrary wind to almoft 40* 
ithward, into the hail and fnow, where 
sy fufFered greatly by the cold, which 
adered their cafe Hill more deplorable, yet 

this while the HeBor induftrioufly kept her 
mpany ; but after trying feveral expedients, 
ey found that unlefs they could make a new 
iitty and hang it, they muft perifli in thefe 
IS. This they were at a lofs how to per- 
rm in fo dangerous a part of the ocean, the 
ip being of 7 or 800 tons burden; but 
jccflity^ obliging them to try all poffible 
cans, the General ordered the carpenter to 
ake one out of the mizen-maft, and though 
iCy had loft moft of the irons which fattened 
, they proceeded with the work, and one of. 
le men dived down the fide of the fhip to 
arch what irons were left behind, when he 
rand only two whole and one broken. 

The rudder being iinifhed, and having a faip 
ly they fattened it on, and proceeded home- 
wards, but within three or four hours, the fea 
)ok it off again, and they had much ado to 
ive it, with the lofs of another of their irons, 
> that now having only two to hang it by, 
lie men defpaired of fucceeding, and defired 
& quit the (hip and go in the HeSlor ; but this 
he General oppofed, and going into his cab-, 
rin wrote a letter to England to be carried by 
he HeSior which he ordered to depart, and 
eave him there, without letting one of the com- 
pany know of it. This letter being delivered^ 
lie Oe^eraJ expe^ed the HeiZor vjokX^Vsn^ 









left him in the night ; but he found 
fight in the morning, and (he Hill k 
three leagues from him, for the N 
was an honeil worthy man, loved t 
and was loath to leave him in fu 
However, the people on board rto 
neceflkry tp exert themfelves, the 
afticnded the rudder again, and witl 
three days the weather beginning i 
what fair, and the fea fmooth, th 
iignal to the He^cr, who came u 
Mailer bringing with him the be{ 
he had in his Ihip, helped them t 
rudder again fo firmly, that they we 
of at length getting into a port. 

Being fenfible that they had di 
Cape of Good Hope hy the height th 
to the northward, they failed dired 
iiland of St. Helena^ which to theij 
they reached on the i6th of Jum 
anchor in twelve fathoms water, 
imall chapel which the Fortuguefe 
there long before. On their landing 
many writings, by which they wen 
that the Carracks had departed but 
before. Here they found wild g 
they were very hard to be caught : 
neral therefore appointed four oi 
markfmen he had to go into the mi 
ifland with four men to artencl oi 
carry the goats that were killed to t 
yousy and every day ^ there went : 
fetch them to the fliips, who took 
make my ndik that nu^hx t'n jKi^u tl 



thEAST INDIES. i2t 

and by this means the fhips were plentifully 
fupplied. While they llaid there they repair- 
ed their Ihips, and all their fick recovered by 
the refrefliments they received on fhore, of 
which they had great need, fince they had 
been continually beating the fea for three 
months without feeing land. 

On the 5 th of July they fet fail from this 
illand fleering nort$ weft, and on the nth of 
Septfmler 1603^ compleated their voyage, by 
arriving fafe in the Dovjns. • 
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CHAP. I. 

T^je Commodore fails from Honflcur Road^ m 
cafs Anchor at Cape Sierra Leona. A Dt 

fcrtption of the Country y and the Manners of ti 
Inhabitants . He reaches Table Bay at the Caf 
of Good Hope. An Account of the Countr 
and of fame remarkable Letters found there, ^i 
Author lands in a Jmall Ifland, and afterwoan 

fails to St. Augulline's Bay, in the Ifland < 
Madagafcar. 

TH E author, M. Beaulieu, bore the mo 
diftinguifhed charafter, both for his in 
tcgrity and abilities. When the Frenchy in th 
year 1616, firft formed the dcfign of tradin 
to the Eajl Indiesy this ^eutkman^ who had be 
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fore failed to the river Gambia^ on the coaft of 
Africaj was promoted to that command, 
though he had no other recommendation than 
Ids merit. Of this expedition, he has writ- 
ten the following account, which was firft pub- 
liihed in Tbe'venot^s colledlion. As this perfor- 
inancc has been univerfally efteemed, and giveai 
a very juft idea of trade, we fhall give an ab- 
ftradl of it in the author's own manner. 

On the 2d of O&ober^ 1619, I failed from 
'BonjUut road with three fhips ; the Montmorancy^ 
of 450 tons, 162 men, 22 guns, and 20 pa- 
^ereroes ; the Hope^ of 400 tons, 117 men, 26 
Suns, and 20 padereroes, and an advice boat, 
called the Hermit age ^ of 75 ^o'^s, 30 men, 8 
tons, and 8 padereroes : all vi^ualled for twa 
jrears and a half. On the 17 th we came in 
ilght of Madera J which tho' it lies very high, 
the weather was fo foggy, that we could fcarcc 
4ifcem it. As the Montmorancy was deep laden, 
and cmbarrafled with an unwieldy rudder, which 
iwo or three men were fcarcely able to ma- 
nage, we refolvcd to make the bcft of our way 
to Cape Sierra Leona^ in order to have a new 
One made, or to alter the old one. 

On the ift of No<vember^ we made the coaft 
fli Africa^ between the river Senegal and Cape 
Yerdy and the next day, about 8 in the morning, 
doubled that cape, which lies very low, and 
•cpafted along the ihore, in order to get into 
'kiffco road, but the wind being contrary, pre- 
vented us. 

On the 15th, having rcfolved to fend the ad- 
^ boat to the Idol iflands to ^utOewafc \»xwi\- 
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fionsy I farnifhed the boat with caflac 
knives, which were proper commodit 
thofe iilandsy and reinforced its comj 
with Captain Soyer^ and fix foldiers, o 
Captain Ridely who commanded the p 
not to treat with the natives without h< 
nor to ftay there above three days at 
but with all pofiible expedition to rejo: 
Tagrin, 

On the 19th, we defcried the Idol'iSii 
9^. 30'. north latitude. They are coven 
wood, and except Tagrin, are the high( 
between Cape Verd and Cape Sierra Leona, 
"largcft, and moll fouthern of thefe ifla 
called Great IdoU which affords water 
veral fort of fowls ; but its inhabitant 
are very numerous, are not to be dea 
without hoftages. The Lejfer Idol alfo 
water. Befides thefe two, there are othc 
ler iflands ; but they are fo inconfider 
not to be difHnguifhed by any name 
given to thefe two, are taken from a r 
the fame name on the continent, the m< 
which lies oppofite to them, at the dift; 
about three or four leagues. The native 
are Negroes, are Idolaters, great hunte 
feed upon the flefh of elephants. 

On the 23d of November y we arrived 
Sierra Leona^ which lies in 8 degrees nc 
titude, and caft anchor at Tagrin, On th 
I caufcd the rudder to be taken on fhore, 
having pofted a flrong guard, and fortiJ 
place with felled trees, I fet the carpen 
work upon it, and rtveuvialklw^^ little 
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up into the country, found at the bottom of 
the creek, a fmall brook of fweet and clear 
water, the banks of which, towards the fea, 
were adorned with great numbers of citron- 
trees, willows, and pretty thick woods. I al- 
io found fome plains fit for pafture, though the 
foil is nothing but ftone, and iron coloured 
rock. The natives live in houfes, that are 
much better built than thofe at Cape Verd : 
they are Negroes, and worfliip little frightful 
images, and fmall lumps of black earth, which 
I underftood to be the nefts of ants. To thefe 
they offer fruits, and alfo the heads of monkeys, 
baboons, and other beafts. The place where 
we lay, was the third creek from Cape Sierra 
Leonay and is conveniently fituated for taking 
in water, wood, citrons, oranges, and hoops 
for water cafks, which are all to be had for lit- 
tle or nothing. We had very good rice, in ex- 
change for equal quantities of fait. The coun- 
try, however, affords no flelh, but fowls, which 
•re very fcarce ; but all the creeks are well 
ilored with icveral forts of fifh. 

On the 3a oi December y two Negroes came 
on board, one of whom was armed with a 
bow, arrows, a fword, and a knife : the other, 
who was the interpreter, told me, that he who 
was thus armed was fent by the King to ac- 
quaint me, that the Portuguefe up the river had 
murdered the Captain and whole crew of a 
Suint Maloes bark : that the King was forry 
fuch a thing fliould happen near his territories, 
and that if rthofe to refent it, he would fuc* 
slO} me with Negroes, to coiiAxx^ tci.^ ^^ "^^ 
M 3 . ^"^'^'^'^ 
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place where the Portuguefe had lodged the bark 
On my firft hearing this news, I fufpcdled tha 
the Portuguefe had contrived the meftage to in 
ducc me to fend a detachment of the land guard 
to give them an opportunity of carrying off th 
ru<Kier and water cafks that were landed ; bo 
upon fecond thoughts, calling to mind the hn 
mour of the Portuguefe in that cocntry, and tb 
weakncfs of the 5/. Makes ihip, I conclude 
the account not improbable, and thought m; 
flighting fuch intelligence might Icflen the « 
putation of the French in that country, I there 
fore refolved to fend a detachment ; but to carr 
on this affair with more fecurity, I caufcd diJ 
rudder to be brought aboard ; for the carpcn 
ter's work being finifhed, there wanted onl| 
iron-work, which mi^ht be done on board, b; 
fetting up a forge in the ihip. Having fecara 
the principal avenues to the place where wi 
lay, I fent our floop up the river, with an ad 
dition often men to her complement, togcthe 
with Captain Pile^s bark, manned with his ow 
men, and the Hope's long-boat, with 20 ma 
and four padereroes, all under the command c 
M. Monteurier ; but on the Sth of December ii 
the afternoon, they returned, and M. Montn 
ricr reported that he had been 10 or 12 Icagnc 
up the river, where finding it grew narrow aw 
rocky, and having no commiflion to ventnr 
the lofs of the bark, he returned without meet 
ing any Portuguefe , or feeing their vcfiels. 

After we left this coail, tlie w^her was va 
rious, as ufual in thefc feas. On the 6th 
yamtary W'C croued x\\e ec^vxmoeCvA Vvtv^ %» 
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performed the ufual cuflom of the French, of 
throwing (ea- water upon thofe who had never 
pafled it. 

On the 3d of February^ being becalmed, we 
fiw two great fifh, with long beaks, or horns, 
ivhich feemed to be of that fort that are known 
to pierce ftiips. I could fcarce have credited 
the ftory of their penetrating through ihips, if 
the Governor of Dieppe had not mewn me a 
piece of the beak of fuch a iifh, found in the 
£de of a vefTel belonging to Dieppe^ laid up to 
be caulked after an Eaft India voyage. The 
Captain of which had found fomethmg flrike 
againft his fhip, as fhe failed from the coaft of 
Braftl to the cape, but did not know what it 
was till that dircovery. This piece of the beak 
refembled the tooth of a fea-horfe, only it was 
ftrait all along, and of the colour of ivory. It 
was an inch and an half diameter, it had run 
five inches into the wood, and was broke off 
where the lining joined the timber, probably by 
the ftruggling of the filh to recover its liberty. 
Thofe I faw on this occafion feemed of the 
fmallcft fort, one of them that came juft under 
us, appeared to be ten feet long, befides its beak. 
It was a flefhy filh, though not fo big in pro- 
portion to its length as a porpoifc. Its colour 
was a dark blue, and its fins and tail, which 
were very large, appeared in the fea of a bright 
Ezure. It had a pretty high hump upon its 
back, rcfembling that of an Indian fea-calf, 
which fomctimes rifes above the water. Its 
head was not unlike that of a porpoife, only 
it was longer, aiij inftead of afc^ux., V^ii'^^"^ 
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tridges, and all forts of fowl ; with other m 
mals that were unknown to me. 

The l^ahk bay lies in 34® fouth latitud 
It enjoys a \^Ty wholefome air; and fomi 
times you may treat here with the natives f< 
beef and mutton. There are more rain and wie 
in the bay than on fhore, for the high mom 
tains flop the clouds and vapours , which bdn 
driven by the wind, fall in the bay. Tl 
height of the Table mountain from the fi 
fide to the top, is 1350 feet perpendicular- 2< 
ble bay is however a very fecurc road I 
anchor in. 

Some of our men going, afhore, happenc 
to light upon a great ftone, with two fma 
packs of pitched canvas, underneath which « 
afterwards found fome Dutch letters. We difcc 
vered firft a piece of pitched canvas, then a plai 
of lead wrapped round the p^ket, under ths 
two pieces of frefh cloth, then a piece of k 
frieze all wrapped round a bag of coarie lina 
in which were the letters fafe and dry. The 
contained an account of feveral fhips that ki 
pafled that way, and particularly of an EngU^ 
advice-boat, that was gone to Grem Britain t 
acquaint the Eaft India Company, with the ii 
jurious treatment they had received from th 
Dutch, They alfo gave notice to all ihips tha 
paifed that way, to take care of the nadve 
who had n;iurdered feveral of the crew, ani 
likewife advife that the Dutch had befieged Bm 
tarn with 35 fhips, and that the Englijh wen 
forced to abandon it for want of provifions* 

0\ 
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D the 3d of April we weighed anchor, and 
g becalmed about two leagues from the 
were driven, by the current from the 
I upon a little iHand, within a league of 
h we cad anchor in 20 fathoms water; 
the waves made us roll fo prodigioufly, 
every thing in the fliip cracked. This 
d is almoii round, and about a league 
ircumference. It conlifts of nothmg 
(and and fome bufhes, under which 
jenguins hatch their eggs. A great many 
rs alfo live in it, as well as camelions and 
ds. Upon its rocks, by the fea fide, we 
a great number of fea bears, which bleat 
Iheep : fome of thehi are very large, and 

a (kin as thick as a wolf's, with very foft 
; both thefe and the penguins tafte very 
, of oil. Thefe bears have two paws be-- 

and two fins behind ; they live upon fifh, 
cannot Hay long under water witJiout ta- 
; air, and in the night time they retire to 
rocks. 

''hile I was afhore, there was fuch a ftorm 
I the fouth eaft, that 1 could not reach the 
\ till the next day, and was forced to flay 
night upon the ifland. On the 7th it 
idred and lighcned violently ; the next • 

the weftcrly winds began to blow, and 
B was fo thick a fog that we could not fee 
I one end of the fhip to the other, when 
ng given a fignal for the other fhips to fol- 

me by the found of trumpets and drums, 
turned to Table bay. 



/ 




On the 1 2th of April we wei; 
again ; but having little wind, it ^ 
before we doubled the Cape of Go< 
the 1 6th, we had a violent ftor 
north-eaft at the full moon, whicl 
the night before ; for under the wi 
peared a great blackifh cloud, in 
which we faw what the Portuguefe < 
Eye, which is generally cfteem< 
runner of a great ftorm. The fca 
digioufly, and the ftorm was ind( 
lent, though the air was fo clear 
night time we (aw the riflng an 
the ftars. By this ftorm the (hi] 
" rated ; but on the 17th, when the 
and became (butherly, I perceiv 
Ihips about a league before, and 
great fnrprife, that none of us hac 
leaft damage. On the £rfl of ik 
with the Hopif commanded by < 
whom I fent to Bantam^ and on 1 
ajnchor in St. AuguftMs bay in t 
Madagafaar^ 
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CHAP. '11. 

rff Relation of 'what pajfed hetiveen Commodore 
Beaulieu and the Negroes in the Bay of St, 
Auguftine in the Ifland of Madagafcar. A. 
Defcription of the Comoro IJlandsy and their 
Inhabitants^ ivith mshat pajfed during his ftay 
at the Ifland of Nangafija, and an Account 
of the Arabian Jhipping, 

ON the day after our cafting anchor in St. 
Augujfine*s bay, I went with two long 
i>oats and 1 5 mufketeers, to take a view of 
the river. When upon our approaching the 
fliore, we obferved nine or ten Negroes upon a 
iandy point, who made a fignal for us to come 
to them : upon which we went on fhore, and 
aotwith Handing our being armed, they joined 
and talked with us above an hour, letting us 
know by their language and iigns, that they 
were well pleafed with us, and would vifit us 
next day on board. They were very curious 
in obferving what we had about us, and one 
of them, who feemed to be a leading man, 
Ipying a filvcr whiftle with a chain to it, which 
my mate had about him, very earneftly beg- 
ged for it. Upon which, I ordered the mate 
to Ihew it him ; they all liked it extremely, and 
the chief perfon amongft them offered to give 
an ox for it, but I made him underlland that 
we could not fell it, and if any of them would 
Vol. YllL N ^^^^ 



prodigious number of fmall fifh, re; 
herrings, both in form and tafte ; but 
make no material remarks, upon the i 
cept that it was very large and rapi 
natives are the handfomeft Negroes I c 
they are tall and well ihaped, feed v 
are neither flat nofe nor have thick lip 
teeth are white, even and fmall, and i 
them every minute with a fmall piece 
They are very curious in their hair, 
long, frizzled, and made up in wreat 
top. They wear a cotton cloth, 'wove 
or three colours round their waift, th< 
tlie body being naked. He who app< 
principal perion, had a large plate oi 
ivory, perfedly white upon his for 
large copper ring at his ears, and a 
neck, a collar of raffade, befides glafs 
feveral colours, and a necklace of fin 
amber, which he highly cfteemed. 
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left their women about have a league off in 
the woods, who were very agreeable, and 
cloathed from their breafts to their knees, with 
a party coloured cloth of cotton, having their 
cars pierced in many places, with a number 
of ear-rings and bracelets hanging to them. 
On the men's coming on board the fhip, they 
were aftonifhed at its iize, and greatly plcafed 
with the found of the trumpets and drums. 
I made them a prefent of fpme enamelled rings, 
and others of pearl and falfe amber, and dif- 
coarfed with them till fupper was ready. Mean 
while they were feized with the fea ficknefs. 
Upon which they would go upon deck, and lie 
down upon a fail, when one of them not being 
lb fick as the reft, did nothing all night but 
banter his companions, and imitated every 
word the men upon the watch faid to each 
other. In fhort, thefe are the moft merry Ne- 
groes I ever faw ; they have a lively imagi- 
nation, and readily apprehended the figns we 
made to them. 

The next morning, by break of day, I found 
tJiexn upon their legs and much better. I 
tiien (hewed them fuch little things as I thought 
they would like, as coral, yellow amber, raf- 
iades of all colours, of which they liked the 
red, blue and green, but not the white; a 
copper bafon, tin veflels, cloth of feveral co- 
lours, knives, razors, and combs, all which 
they fcemed to be well pleafed with, and de- 
iired the gift of them ; but when I fpoke of 
their horned cattle, they always came b^ids. ^c* 
the iilver wh'Mc and chain. 



die otnci .^ 
fercd a large fat ox, waw^ 
fliouldcrs, Hke thofe on the back 
in exchange for a copper bafon ; 
bore the ivory plate on his forehead 
him, he returned the bafon, and W2 
ver whilUe and chain. In^fhort, I 
refolvcd to deal for nothing but fl 

The next day, hearing that the 
come down to the fhore with their 
our men to them with chains of ^ 
per, and with toys of lattin, jet, an^ 
in imitation of pearl, with orde 
the filver chain, and not to exc 
they had tried if any of the forn 
for I had no mind to make th 
with that metal. However, th' 
that they would deal for not) 
chains, and would give no mor 
for as much as would go rounc 

'^-fl- of them, and meet with 
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fered them a large filver bafon, filver cups and 
even a gold chain, they would give me nothing 
for them ; but dill wanted the chain that was 
along with the whiftle. 

The next day they came aboard without ho- 
ftages^ bringing fome hens and capons, a pretty 
deal of milk, fome peas, and horn-fpoons made 
after their fafhions. Thefe men were fond of 
our red raflade ; but we had very little of it. 
However, we exchanged what we had at a pretty 
good rate, for they gave a large fowl for every 
firing of it. Thefe perfons lodged all night on 
board, and were not fick as the others were. 
They fed heartily, eat a great deal of broiled 
flefh, and three times as much bread as any of 
our men. The peas they fold us were white, 
and as large as a mufket ball, and the beft I 
ever tailed. They eat them raw, and next 
to their milk, I believe, they are their beft 
food. 

On the 26th, I fent the pewter chain and 
fome red raflade on fhore ; but they foon per- 
ceived that the chain was not the right. How- 
ever, they exchanged fowls for half a ttring of 
raiTade, javelins and darts for the fame quan- 
tity, and a weather for a whole ftrinrr. I'hcfe 
javelins and darts were well made, for the na- 
tives work very prettily in iron and cbppcr, 
and in my opinion, their iron, of which they 
have great plenty, is as good as any in ^pain. 
They fold us a fmall quantity of rice at a very 
high price ; but though I fhewed them foir.c 
red coral, cryllal, and other toys, they did 
.not like them. 
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On the 27th, they brought down as many 
cattle as covered a quarter of a league, ftill 
demanding the filver chain for an ox, "the red 
raiTade for their fheep and pullets, and the blue 
for their milk. Upon which I demanded three 
oxen and a fheep for the filver chain, when 
their iting or Governor, as I marketed in my 
long boat, fent for me to come afliore, in or- 
der to fhew him the chain. This, I however 
declined, and let him know, that if he would 
condefcend to come on board, he fhould be 
very fafe, and I would fend fome of my men 
on fhore as hoftages. After fome deliberation 
he came on board, when I was forry that I had 
no proper prefent to make him. However, 
having four llrings of red raflade in my hand, 
and obferving that he looked at them with fome 
attention, I made him a prefent of them, though 
I thought them beneath his acceptance. He 
however accepted them with pleafure, and in 
return mrde me a prefent of a Iheep. I had 
:i great mind to have given him half the filver 
chain, which y/as five foot and a half long, 
nnd v/ei^hcd three ounces and an half; but 
confidcring, that if I was prodigal of this ad- 
mired curiofity, I fhould have nothing to pur- 
chafe horned cattle, or elfe fliould be obliged 
to rob the mates of their filver whiflles, I de- 
ferred doing it. But fome time after, the 
King, ref^eding upon the chain, fent me one 
of the flatelicit oxen I ever faw, which we 
bought for half of it ; we had, however, 
a jircat deal of trouble in bringing the beafl 
on board, for though \t iccdvcd vw its head 
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two piilol fhot, one harquebufs, and one jnulket 
fhot, we were forced to give him feveral blows 
on the head with an ax, and then to drowa 
him before we could get him on board. 

Thefe oxen are fhort and thick, they have 
fmall heads, ihort necks, and each of them has 
a large lump of fat upon the joining of the 
neck to' the fhoulder, which at a diftance ap- 
pears like a burthen tied upon that part. Their 
meep, as to their head and wool, refemble thofe 
of Barbary ; but their ears hang down like a 
hound's, and their tail contains ten or twelve 
pounds of pure fat. Their fowls are alfo large, 
fat, and well tailed. 

On the 28th 1 went to fee a little ifland ia 
the mouth of the river, whence I returned to the" 
place of barter, where the natives waited for 
us, with a great number of cattle. I, this day, 
bargained to double the advantage I had done 
the day before; but having allowed fome of 
my men to go on fhore, to trade for them- 
felves ; the natives, fome time after, fuddenly 
demanded four firings of red rafTade for a 
fheep, though they had jufl before fold me fe- 
veral for two apiece, upon which I called all 
my men into the boat where I always traded. 
This was however, no fooner done, than the 
Governor of the natives appeared in a paffion, 
and ordered all the natives to retire, when 
fearing left our mutual friendfliip fhould be 
thus broken, I made a fignal to fpeak with 
him, upon which he came down to the lliore, 
and I landing, made him a preient of a cutlas 
with a ijver hilt, affuring\urci, xJ^^X. \ N^-^-i '^^-'^ 
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friend, and earnellly defired that I and my men 
might live in perfedl friendfhip with him and 
his people. The Governor was highly fatisfied, 
and the Negroes fent forth loud acclamations 
of joy, when caufmg the trumpets to found, 
and the drums to beat, 1 ordered a party of the 
men to come on iliore, and fhake hands witfi 
the natives. lyiean while, the Governor made 
me fit down by Jiim, and admiring the trum- 
pets and drums, offered me an ox for each 
of them. But I told him I could not part with 
them. . After this, we fold the reft of our fil- 
ver chains, for two heifers each, and a ftring 
of coral beads for an ox, and then returned on 
board, letting the natives know that we fhoold 
be gone in four of five days. The next day 
one of our officers went on fhore, and fold four 
ounces of a filver chain for fix fat oxen, which 
1 caufed to be falted. 

On the firll of June I went with twelve men 
in our little fkiff, in order to reach the moun- 
tains, rowing up a fmall creek, but finding 
it furrounded with bufhes and fteep rocks, 
we rowed about half a league up an arm of 
the river to the fouthward, where I landed, 
and having walked up a third part of the moan- 
tain, I perceived that the other arm of the river 
to the northward was ftill larger. On the 
fca fide, and for two leagues up the river, there 
are thick woods, and beyond them very plea- 
fan t fields. All the 15 days I (laid upon this 
ifland, I obferved but one cloud, and yet the 
heat is far from being exceffive, it being tem- 
j)ercd hy the land breezes from the fun fct- 
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till 10 or 1 1 o'clock in the morning, and by 
fea gales which blow from that time till 
Petting. I found the air of the bay very 
thy, we not having one fick man on board, 
mountains are a dry rock, the furface of 
;h looks as if it were burnt, and the low 
try is covered with an infinite number of 
es and fhrubs ; there are the greateft quan- 
of tamarind trees I ever faw, and alfo 
ly and aloe trees. We faw in the hands of 
ravages fome fmall cucumbers, that feemed 
sr than ours, and which they eat like pears, 
had like wife a great number of goards, foms 
is and peas, a little rice, and fome citrons, 
having refitted our fhips, and furnifhed our- 
;s with frefh provifions, wood and water, 
bt fail from Madagafcar^ and on the 9th of 
?, came in fight of l^erra Firma^ between 
la and Moxambicy and having pafTed by two 
[1 iflands, faw a high and fandy coafl, with 
oody country behind it ; and further to the 
, a low land covered with large trees , that 
jared as if they were planted in the fea. 
►n the 13 th we came in fight of one of the 
ids of Comoro^ which is very high, and as 
picuous as Madera, The next day we ob- 
ed another ifland, called Majottay which is 
fo high as the former, and abounds with 
vifions and fruit. This lafl ifland is inha- 
d all along the fhore, and is cool, moift, 
covered with verdure. The tide carried us 
:ward along the coaft, to a point, where we 
e in fight of a fhip, upon which I fent out 
long-boat with 10 m\il^tXfctt%»^V<ci\i\^xi?;^ 
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mc word that it was a veffel of 40 tons, bound 
from Meccay and that the Captain taking us 
for Dutch Ihips, had run all the goods on Ihorc. 
I'hc Captain of this veflel ftiewed mc two let- 
ters, one from an Englijh Commader, called 
Martiriy and another from Captain Banner^ to 
inform their coantr)^men, that they had taJcen ' 
in f.'veral refrelhments at that place, efpecially 
fruit : that they had found no water, and that 
linen cloth and paper were proper commodities 
for that place ; adding, that care ought to be 
taken, not to difoblige the inhabitants, who^ 
though they appeared friendly, were able to do 
them a great deal of mifchief. The road being 
furrounded with rocks, the Arabian mailer a£ 
vifed me, not to attempt landing without fetch- 
ing a pilot from the fhore, and accordingly I 
fent my boat along with him, and in the af- 
ternoon he returned with two of the inhabi- 
tants, who before fun fet brought our flxip fafe 
to an anchor. I then fent the Arabian mailer 
back to his own ihip with full aflurances of 
the innocence of our defigns, and the friendly 
difpofition of the French^ together with a let- 
ter to tlie fame purpofe, addreffed in Spanijh to 
the King of the ifland. 

On tlie 17th, the King fent fome of his chief 
favourites to afTure us of his friendfhip, and 
readinefs to fupply us witK whatever the coun- 
try aftbrded. Upon this I fent him a prefent 
of a filver hiked hanger, acoupleof very hand- 
fome knives, a ream of paper, and a looking 
^lafs, which he received with pleafurc, and in 
return, ient me ayoui\^ kid axvd foxa^frnt. 
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1 at the fame time defired the Arabian Captain, 
who was then on fhore, to buy me fome pro- 
viiions, promifing to fend fuch commodities 
as were proper to be given in exchange. Upon 
this, the Captain fent me word, that the in-, 
habitants of the ifland were of fuch a particular 
humour, that they would not conclude a bar- 
gain of the value of half a rial in a day's time, 
and would not buy a yard of cloth, without call- 
ing all their relations and neighbours to fix the 
price they Ihould give for it. 1 was alfo in- 
formed, that a Portugue/e Carrack having been 
call away upon that ifland, about three years 
before, the inhabitants ' were fo overftocked 
with rials, that they fet no value upon them. 

The next day having obferved a couple of 
fhips belonging to that country, I had the 
Captains brought on board, when they in- 
formed me, that they came from the ifland of 
Majotta ; that they were laden with rice and 
dried fifti, and were bound for Movbaze, The 
next day they fupplied me with as much rice, 
peas, and hung beef, as would ferve us for 
Four months ; of which I was very glad, as I 
could buy nothing of the inhabitants without 
an infinite lofs of time. Befides, I began to 
, fufpcdl their honefty, for the day before, when 
we were founding in order to come to an an- 
chor, fome of them made a fignal for us to 
come over a place where we obferv'cd a long 
ridge of rocks ; whence I prefumed that the 
advantage they had mide by the fliipwreck 
of the Portuguefe Carrack, had tempted thfem 
to wiih us the fame fate. 



144 Commodore Beaulieu's Expedition t» 

Finding that the water was brackiih, wfl 8 
weighed anchor on the 21ft by break of day, 
when the Arabian Captain underftanding that 
1 dtfigned to double Cape Comorin, advifed me 
to ilop for fix weeks at the ifland of Socotera, 
to avoid the ufual ilorms upon the coaft of 
Mulalar, 

The above ifland, which was called Nanga^ 

fja, extends about 15 or 16 leagues from north 
to fouth, and is about three or four leagues in 
breadth. We could obferve no other an- 
chorage but that where our Ihip rode, which 
VA1S on the north-north- well point: that road 
is however dangerous, and h.ird to be found 
by 1- rangers. The ifland itfelf affords a plea- 
sant profpeft, cfpecially to the northward. 
From that fide the mountains rife gradually, 
and are covered with trees ; and below, upon 
a clear fandy creel: along the fliore, there are 
a great number of hoafos flieltered with groves 
of cocoa, orange, and citron trees. Their 
oranges are very fmall, but fweet and delicious, 

■ rcfcmbling both in ihape and taile thofe of \ 
China. The inhabitants are Negroes, but are 
neilher fo handfome, nor fo v/ell fliaped as - 
thofe of Madii7nfciir. They are all zealous 
Mahoi-.'.ctaiis^ and arc marked with a hot iroa. 
upon their tcr/iples, and the middle of their 
foreheads. 

The ifland is governed by 15 petty King«, 
among v/hom the King of the place where we 
anchored is th? ilrongcii. Thefe Kings make 
war upon one another, and fell the prifoncrs , 

they take upon thefc occaiioivs> 10 the Portu- 
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guefe and other nations. We faw no arms 
among them, but a few that belonged to the 
king, which were fome fuzees and piftols, 
that were prefentcd him fome time ago by thie 
Engltjhy and which he greatly valued. They 
behave with great civility and refpeft to 
ftrangers, except when they fee them ftand 
upright and make water, for then they ridicule 
,tnem with prodigious fhouting. 

The Arabian (hips, which are called pengays, 
are ftrangely built, for the planks are neither 
nailed nor caulked, but fewed together with a 
fort of thread made of the rind of the cocoa 
tree, and tarred or pitched above the feams, 
whence they are fo leaky, that five or fix men 
are conftantly emjployed in heaving out the 
Vater. Befides, they always fail right before 
the trade winds, for the Arabians will not ven- 
ture to fet their fide to the windward. They 
have no decks, and carry about 50 or 60 
tons. 
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CHAP. III. 

ne Author profecutes his Voyage for the Cape of 
Guardafu. A Defcription of that Coaft and 
the Country about it. His arri*val on the 
Coaft of Malabar, lubere he takes a Moorifli 
Jhip, He doubles Cape Comoriiiy and arrives 
iit Ticow in the ifland of Sumatra, 'the 
^ranfaclions during his ftay in that Port. 
With a Defcription of the Countfy, and iti 
Produce, 

EIGHT days after our leaving the ifland$ 
of Comroy we crofTed the equino^ial/ 
and on the firft of July^ the wind being very 
high, we failed 55 leagues in 24 hours, [though 
moll of our faus were furled, which let me 
know that upon that coaft, the currents nm 
with great rapidity before the wind. 

On the 4th oijuly we caft anchor near Cafe 
Orpin ; but thefe high winds continued with- 
out intermiflion, till the 3d of Auguft, during 
which time, I could neither fend our boats on 
ihore, nor hoift up a fail. However, I now 
rcfolved to (land for Cape Guardafu^ in order 
to examine our tackling, to take in frefh water, 
and to receive directions from the natives, about 
ourcoaftingon to Socotcra, where noneof us had 
ever been. With this view, I ordered our long- 
bout to be fitted out and fupplyed with provi- 
/Jojis for J days, dire€lii\g t.\\^ tatu xq make land, 
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^nd to learn of the natives where we might take 
in frelh water. 

They returned on the iith, and reported, 
that they had coafted along the fhore to the eaft- 
ward of the place where we rode, under fleep 
mountains on the tops of which they faw per- 
fons in mean Arabian habits, who threw To 
many ftones at them, that they were obliged 
to keep at a greater diftance; for notwith- 
ftanding all the figns of peace and friendfhip 
they could make, the natives feemed to in- 
timate by their fwords and afTagays, that if 
they came on fhore they would cut their throats. 
They then fleered to a part of the coafl op- 
pofite to the place where we lay at anchor, 
where fome of them getting through an open- 
ing up the precipice, found a wide champain 
country, which extended as far as the eye 
could reach, without any trees, except fbme 
withered bufhes burnt up by the fun. They 
alfo obferved two or three of the natives, 
who, on their approach, fled farther into the 
country. They lay that night under the pre- 
cipice, and the next day fleering two or three 
leagues to the weflward, obferved fome of the 
natives on the fhore, who on the boats offering 
to approach them, ran up the hill. After 
they had doubled the Cape, they found a bay 
three leagues broad, which extended a great 
way withm land, but was very fhallow. They 
there found two of the natives employed in 
fifhing, who inftantly fled. Our men tKav*. 
landed, and faw many o? ^t \t^\^>x»»X}»'. 
who iiotwithflandmg tVie\x \i.o\^vEi«, ^ n^V^^r 
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Jlandard^ fied from them crying al< 
j^Ikt ilia la Mohammed ve/ulalay whk 
Mahometan confeiEotj of faith, Afi 
had jeiinbarked^ they obferved the 
peep out again j but could iind no opp 
of treating with them either by frien 
force. 

On the 17th we weighed, and t^ 
after came to an anchor within tJ 
Guardafit, in nine fathoms water. 
J 9th in the morning, I fent one boat's 
qucfl: of a fpring of freih water on th 
and another to coaft along the Ihor* 
north weft ward (w^hich extends to chi 
cf the Rfd Sea) either to find ware 
fpeak to fome of the inhabitants ; an 
fame time I fent my little ficifF to try wJ 
veniency wc could have, for filliing j 
foon returned without fuccefs. Thofe 
quefl of water to the fouthward inforn: 
that .they had travelled four or five 
into the country, which wa:; dcfart, d 
iinfuffcrably hot. The other boat's c 
ported, that having failed about three \ 
they came to a place which appeared 
green, and going on ihorc met with 
twelve Negroes, whom they a Iked for 
when one of them demanded a piece oi 
cloth belonging to one of the feamc 
reward for the difcovery, and having c 
it, ill ewcd him fome ditches and wellsJ 
On the 2zd about noon we came 
anchor about four leagues tvom. Ci^ Gt 
over agsiniH fome bvi&its aivi ^^t^tti 
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are not common upon that coaft, and having 
Pent 30 men on fhore they found great plenty 
of water, after digging only a foot deep. 
This water was at firS fweet, but after we had 
filled a barrel or two it became fait, fo that 
we were obliged to dig in above 70 places in 
order to obtam 22 tons of frefli water. 

Cape Guardafu lies in 12® north latitude, 
the needle varying 17® 45'. It rifes to a pre- 
cipice, and is the higheil land upon all this 
coaft, which is a barren defart trad of country, 
fo fcorched by the fun, that I quellion whether 
there is a hotter place on any part of the 
globe. 

On the 27 th we weighed anchor, and having 
failed about 1 2 hours, fell in with great tides 
running out of the Red Seaj and a few hours 
after obferved the feavery much troubled, and 
flained with red fpots, which fome took for 
flats ; but we could difcover no fuch thing by 
founding. The next day a confultation ot the 
pilots being called, it was refolved, that we 
ihould run feven or eight days backwards and 
forwards in the RedSea^ for fear the wind we 
then had ihould carry us too foon on the coaH 
of Malabar. 

At the entrance of the Red Sea^ and along 
the coafl of the Cafflnes or Guardejines, there is 
a prodigious quantity of fifh, cfpecially thorn- 
backs, fome of which are as long as a boat, 
and proportionably thick; but fome of our 
men ilriking at them with a grapple, it pierced 
their fkin no more than if \x. VvaA \«5sct V^^* 
This part of the coaft of i!rabia\^ ^^xv^^> ^-^^ 
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in fomc places low ; but in the 
there are very high mountains, 
eovrered with fogs all the time we 

The calm obliging me to flay ii 
of the Red Sea till the loth of 
began to apprehend our being 
double Cape Comorin, and for that 
north-eaft, till we fell in with th< 
winds. 

On the 26th we came in fight 
of Malabar^ which is very high 
talnous. Two days after, feeing 
leagues to the windward of us 
Monteurier with 23 men in the lor 
deling them not to board the fhip ; 
mand the Captain to fend his piloi 
on board us^ and to let him know 
ilgned him no harm ; but only to 
if it was not too late to double C: 
Some time after I perceived ou 
board the fhip, and after that a be 
and make towards us. As we \ 
time biecalmed, and the boat ac 
flowly, I fent our fkiiF to know 
they brought, which I w.as in ps 
and uppn its return, I found that 
in the boat were five of our m< 
whom were dangcroufly woundec 
coming on board gave the follow: 
That upon their approach to the 
WHS a large one, M. Monteurier o 
ro lower their fails, which they n 
he £rcd at them two brafs ^uv^s ^i 
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uflcet fliot, upon which they ftruck, and 
him he might board them if he plcafed ; 
this they entered the ouartcr deck» 
having killed all the men abaft, thought 
felves entirely mafters of the fliip, when 
^nly, 60 or 80 men flarted up in the fore- 
;, and with hangers and fliields in their 
Sy rufhcd upon our men, and obliged 
\ to retire to the boat, but that was fo 
^ed, that they were unable to difengage 
by which means moil of our men were 
d with pick-axes, arrows, and hand- 
ades, which were thrown into the boat, 
the red being forced to leap into the fea, 
of them fwam to the Arabs boat, and 
ng cut the cable, favcd himfelf and the 
r four men, without (laving for the reft, 
were in all probability arowned. 
he next morning I made all the fail I 
d to come up with the (hip, and having 
ded her, found only 1 5 poor old wretches 
I white beards reaching down to their 
les, who throwing themfclves at my feet, 
;d my compaflion rather than revenge, and 
Jes, the five men who were favcd unani- 
ifly afTurcd me, that they did not fee them 
be engagement. Thefe poor men told me, 
the inip having carried a cargo of pepper 
Aecca^ was upon her return to Panama near 
cut 9 to which place Ihe belonged. They 
e poor people coming from Mecca, to beg 
n that coaft. That the owners of the CKl^ 
) were 80 in n umber « \va^ ^OTv<fc ^^ ^^ 
It before in our boat wu\i «i\\ \Vv^ t^^\?''^^ 
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their death, fince the muL 
had no defign of injuring t 
fell upon them. For the: 
the old men. .1 found oi 
great quantity of dates, w 
cheons of opium, fome 
coral, cotton cloth of fmali 
rofe-water. 

On the 2d of Oaober 
Comorin, whence we ftooc 
the I ith of No<vember can: 
1® 40' north latitude ; t 
the calms, and the flck 
tarded us greatly ; for 
above two or three hanc 
my ihip there were not 
doing duty, and btfide.' 
were dead. I now dc 
that country under fai 
-- ftf»er towards us, pi 
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iple lay beyond fome iflands a head of us, 
ving pafTed thefe iflands, we came in fight 
m high promontory of the main land, 
ich had two banks, on the laft of which we 
did certainly have run foul, if one of our 
1 had not feen it from the main-top-maft ; 
we could not fee it upon deck, and our 
»t had given us no notice of it. Having 
ithered this dangerous place, we faw ano- 
r a head of us, upon which we fleered be- 
en thefe two, founding all the way, and 
night overtaking us, we drop'd anchor be- 
en them. This fhore lies off a place called 
ematty which produces a great deal of pep- 
. There is here a large creek, at the 
torn of which is a low country covered 
li woods : but we could perceive in the 
nd parts a high mountain pointing like a 
2. Having weathered the point of this 
^k, we deicried the three iflands of 7/V«fMf, 
at lafl having fpeht two months upon a 
age that is commonly performed in eight 
s, landed at l^icvw on the flrft of Deccmherj 
Lng lofl fince the zd of OSober 25 men, and 
le calm had continued only 15 days longer, I 
eve I fliould have loft all the men in my fliip. 
laving caft anchor, we fent our fkiffafhore, 
ch brought us one Pedro^ who had been 
rpreter to the Englijh fadlory in that place, 
tn this interpreter I learned, that though 
country produced a great deal of pepper, 
fliould not be allowea to buy it without a | 
nee from the King of Achtn^ who ^-ja ^%t^ 
n of slU that cosfi. He 3M0 Srforcftfe^ ^^, 
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that the Hope had touched upon the co: 
ao leagues o£F in the latter end of j 
that her long boat was fent with 15 
this place to take in frefh provifions 
Dutch fhip in the roajj. fired upon tl 
but upon complaint bnn^ made, they 
themfelves by faying, they, took thei 
Englijh, That the 15: men having r 
a kind reception, and taken in what p 
they wanted, they departed in fearcl 
Hope*y but not being able to meet v 
returned to this place, where feven 
died in Odober : Four went in a Dutcl 
Achen ; three in another Dtstch fhip for 
and one continued in .the country, v 
earned his bread by gathering of pepj 
1 was much concerned at hearing tl 
tain Gra^ve had been fo inconfiderai 
fend his long boat fo far from him, e 
on my being informed that among the 
he had loft, there were two pnncip 
miflaries and a pilot. Upon farther 
I. was informed that the Hope had ca 
at a large ifland about 20 leagues'to t 
ward of that place. That fhe had 
fered Ihipwreck, fince the veffels of tl: 
try which go to and fro, had never d 
any wreck, and that the , two commif: 
fore their death were of opinion, that 
had been driven from her anchors I 
and not being able to make her forme 
had made the beft of her way to Ban 
pe6ling that I, according to my promi 
louch at this place, and take u^ \vei ^ 
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. the fecond of December^ being allowed 

o on fhore, I carried fome prefents along 
[1 me, without which one muH not expe^ 
be made welcome in this country. Upon 
landing, the Governor and principal officers 
e me an honourable reception, and having 
i them my country and bufmefs, they let 

know, that I was at liberty to buy up 
at provifions I wanted, provided I paid for 
m m rials and knives, and no other com- 
dity. As for pepper, and other .things 
iduced in the C9untry, they could not dif- 
c of them without a licence from the King ; 
: if I would fail to Achen^ and obtain nis 
ijcfty*s leave to ereft a fadory there among 
m, they fhould be glad to deal with us. 
then defired permiffion to hire a houfe in 
! city for the accommodation of my fick men, 
1 to remain on fhore to buy up provifions ; 

which they replied, That they could not 
fwer for the fafety of the men on fhore, on 
:ount of there being many rogues abotit the 
ivn ; but if I pleaied, I might leave two 
;n for a few days to buy up provifions. 
However, the Governor having fent me a 
ifFalo and fome fruit, I went to return him 
anks, and by virtue of fome prefents, ob- 
Lned his permiffion to hire a houfe, in which 
lodged 43 fick men, with three furgeons, a 
iefl, ana three men to attend them. In the 
ean while I had feveral prefents fent me of 
ait and young kids, particularly from the 
)vernor of Priaman, who eameft.V} ^\^^^^ 
,e to make him a. vifit* \3^Qu V4\C\0\ ^ "^^- 
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turned him my thanks, with fom< 
tnd promifcd ta wait upon him tl 
portunity. 

On the loth, there arrived three 
longing to the King of Jchm^ wi 
phant and 300 men in each, and the i 
tjf Tkcaij informed me, that they 1 
farther reinforcement of men and 
in order to carry on a war againil a I 
had revoked from the King of Achi 
tonficlering that I had ^o men at ^ 
50 at an liland with the water- cft£ 
eight or ten who were always out 
fltifF, fo that 1 had but few ]eft 
though 1 had frequently 80 or i 
natives in the Jhip, fome by way ol 
others CO fell provifions ; I ordered 1 
to be nailed down, and a rail to \ 
tween the main-mali :ind fo re-ma J 
by two ^reat padereroes mounted 
and five more upon the bittacle. I 
a guard to be pl?xed upon the deck 
mnfketeers, with a a many halberdee: 
at a door in the rail, which I ne^ 
to be opened, but when I received 
my cabbin. 

On the J 3 th I went afliorfj and 
men recovering flowly* waited upoi 
vernor, to aflt leave for them to ft 



1 Hat tiie dehgn ot tne Dai-ner in my ihip, 
was only to keep thofe I did not know, from 
running into my cabbin, that I might be able 
to put fome dillindiion between an Orankay or 
nobleman, and a iiiherman, and that I had not 

.mounted fo many pieces of cannon, if I had 
not heard that two Dutch fhips were expeded, 

. ©r whom I had reafon to be jealous. Upon 

. this he told me, that I had much more reufon 
to miflruft the Dutch than them ; however, 
that if I pleafed, he would forbid the natives 

. going on board ; but I afTured him they fhould 
be always welcome, and that I did not at all 
miflruft them. 

Ticow lies in 20® fouth latitude. The in- 
land country is very high ; but towards the 
fhore it is low, covered with woods, and 
watered with feveral fmall rivers, which render 
it marfliy. It is chequered with feveral plea- 
fant meadows, well ilored with buffaloes and 
oxen, that ma^ be purchafed for four or five 
rials apiece. It affords plenty of rice, poultry, 
ducks, and feveral forts of fruit, as duriono, 
ananas, oranges, citrons, pomegranates, water 
melons, mangoes, cucumbers, and potatoes. 
The riches of the country confift in pepper, 
which it produces in great pleivt^, ^Tv<i\s»^:svKvO^ 
more efteemed than O^at o^ Ba>itcun, "^> 
Vol. VIII, Tf 



l^Z CmfmJon Bgaulieu^s ExpiJk 
city of Ticonv lies about half a league 
lea iidc, oppofite to a little if!and v 
Jhips ride : it is but a mean place 
city and fuburbs together do not co 
houfcsj which are built with ree^is. 
neither ftrong nor convenieat. Th< 
however is very populousj efpedal 
foot of the mountaias, whera th 
grows. 

The King of fko^ is fubje^t to 
of Acken^ who appoints a new Gover 
three years > and without him, the 
^kc'uj can do nothing of importance 
foreigners have more bufmefs with tt 
nor than with the King, and the 
tives pay him more refped. The in 
of the city are M.alayans and theij 
only language fpoken all along tl 
However^ the inland parts are poiTeil 
natives, who difown the Xing of Ai 
thority, have a peculiar language, i 
of their own. Tliefe arc idolaters ; t 
rich gold mines, which they do not t 
to manage ; for they only gather the 
of fome fmall ihallow ditches^ and o 
trenches made hy the floods* ThiiS 
exchange with the Dutch t or the ir 
near the coafl, for pepper, fait, iroi 
red cloth, and Burat pearh, on whic 
a high value; but among the Malay 
is as dear as in EurBpr^ and at Achen 
dearer, 

T^hc Mnla^ans TiX^ of an olive coi 
u^d being M&homtta?i^f i\vtii woftns 
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!pt up, and not fuffered to appear in the 
eets ; but the people .are fo difiioneli, that 
the night time a man cannot fleep in fefety. 
•om July to OSloher the air is very unhealthy, 
d the people are fuhjefl: to fevers, which 
:dom admit of a cure ; fo that if it were not 
r their pepper, no. hody would venture to 
me near them. They gather their pepper 
iefly in December^ January and Fehrudry. No 
ide can be carried on at this place without a 
ence from the King of Achm ; but if you 
ye that, neither the King nor the Governor 
27fflw can difturb you. For want of it, I 
uld neither fell any commodities, nor buy 
y pepper, except about 8000 pounds weight 
at was brought me by night from Priaman^ 
k reafonable price. 

The commodities of Suraf go off very well, 
do alfo thofe of MafuUpatan ; rials are cur- 
at enough ; but the money of Achen does 
it pafs : It confifts of fmall pieces of gold 
)m the mine, which the people weigh with 
lies ; they fell their pepper by bazars, a 
dght containing 115 pounds avcrdupois, and 
e King of Achen has 15 fer cent, of all that 
fold ; that is, feven and a half for the ex- 
art of the pepper, and feven and a half for 
e import of the rials, or commodities given 
exchange for it. Befides the above-mentioned 
ipoll, for every hundred bahers, 25 rials are 
id to the King of Ticciv, and an inconfider- 
le allowance to ten or twelve perfons more* 
is particularly neceflary to o>aX2Cixv xJftR.^xv^'^^- 
p of the Governor, and.to\\ax^ ^,>«-axs>J^^ 



l6o Commfidmi EEAULiEy's Exp€A 
rye over all the Malayans^ who are 
the pqiper^ or to mix among it fan 

ilones* 



CHAP. IV- 

TJfi Authwfath almg ihi Ccafl cf d 
Achen, Wr ckaim an AuSsnce i 
J pariktd.ir Accmnt &f the ftaU cf, 
the CkaraSer of the King £Lnd , 
^Ihi Diffic^tm the Juth^r fntt >u 
parshafing Pepper^ and his ProcHi 

ON the ^T^ of Jmuary 16 
brought our Tick on board 
pretty well recovered, I weighed j 
fteered for Jchen. On the 1 4.th \ 
Barr^s^ one of the mofl confiderah] 
that coaft belonging to the Kin] 
where no perfon can trade without 
permiiTion. This place is half \\ 
'Tico^u and Achm^f and affords plen 
M/>, which fervcs the natives in/leai 
The country is pleafant, aboiindin 
forts of wines and fruit, but bej 
per. It however affords plenty a 
Rials will fcorcely pais there ; ba 
or coaft commodities, go oiF very 
the inhabitants of the coaftj and th 
E^^iip^ buy up tlieu csti\p\i\it vn or 
k to S^rffi and the StTGi^tite oi Su 
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On the 13 th oi Fehruary vit came to an 
anchor jufl by an EngUJh Ihip of 600 tons,, 
and immediately a boat came off from fhore 
viih feveral of the King's offijcers, carrying a 
chappe, a dagger with a gold handle and fcab- 
bard, which as it belongs to the Kine, is to 
Ihcw that the perfon who bears it has his com- 
miiTion. After a profound filence, he who 
carried the chappe welcomed me in the. King's 
iram , and ordered me to come immediately 
f)n iliore. I accordingly got ready ; but before 
I cc»uld come off was obliged to pay the officer's 
dues ; thefe amounted to above So rials» befides 
'ii great looking-glafs for the Eunuch, another 
for one of his friends, and fome fmall ones for 
his principal officers. This done, I went on 
fhore, where the Captain of the EngUJh fhip 
invited me very kindly to dinner, and to lodge 
at his houfe ; and having accepted his invita- 
tion to dir.ner, I was very handfomely enter- 
tained. The EngUJh Captain complained heavily 
of the King, that he would not let him have 
his pepper under C4 rials the bahar, though 
50 rials was as mncn as it was worth. Finding 
that I could not fpeak with the King that day, 
and that he had fent his chappe twice for an 
cmefald I wore on my finger, and would not 
be fatisfied with my promife of bringing it the 
next day, I returned on board. 

On the 7th of February^ I prepared the 
prefent Idcfigned for the King oi Jchen^ and re- 
iblving to oblige him as much as poffible, took a 
letter wliicJi 1 had drawn up,aiid\v?i\vcv't^^^\^'^'^^ 
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t To the mofi Illujirious King of Achen, fcal- 
id. it with red wax, with the impreffion of 
the arms of France. That my prefcnt migbt 
not be unworthy of the Prince in whofe name 
I dciigned to prefent it, I fet apart the follow- 
ing particulars. The complete armour of aa 
horfeman engraved and ^It ; a German hanger^ 
with a carved and gilt hill, to which hungt 
pifloi ; fix mufkets, the barrels of which woe 
partly engraved and partly gilt, the butt-endi 
enriched with mother of pearl; two heads rf 
pikes enamelled and gilt ; a very large lookiag- 
glafs, which was broken ; but i pretended to 
have received it intire, and that I durft aot 
negledfc delivering it, ha\dng received the King's 
orders for that purpofe ; two large flafcs «f 
excellent rofe- water, and two pieces of crimfflo 
camblet watered. 

The Captain of the Surat veflel came to fef 
it, and told me, that a prefent of fuch magni 
ficence was more fit for his Mafter the Gi« 
Mogul, than for the King of Achen. T' 
King's Officers alfo came to my houfe to ta 
an inventory of the prefent I defigned to mal* 
but let me know, that they thought it 
conliderable enough for their Prince, who 
a great Sovereign, and had but few equal 
the Indies, T replied, that I was acquai 
with the grandeur of the King of Achen^ 
at the fame time knew the value of the prr 
which did not come from a private man 
from a powerful prince, and merited a : 
tioTk from any Prince wWxtvw, 



the King by the Sabandar and four of the 
nncipal Orankays, in the following manner. 
Jpon a great elephant fat one of the prin- 
dpal Orankays in a covered pulpit, who fent 
me a large lilver difh covered with a cloth em- 
broidered with gold and filk of feveral co- 
lours, in which I put the letter, and then re- 
turned it to him. By his command one of the 
Orankays, the Sabandar, another perfon and 
I, rode upon another elephant. The pro- 
ceflion began with fix trumpets, fix drums, and 
fix hautboys, /which founded till we arrived at 
the caftle. Then followed 14 or 15 men, each 
carrying a piece of my prelent covered with 
yellow cloth, without which nothing could be 
prefented to the King. Then followed two 
Orankays riding upon Arabian horfes, before 
the elephant that carried the letter, and then 
came the elephant oa which I was placed, fol- 
lowed by three Sabandars, and all the officers 
of the Albandeque on foot. On our arrival at 
the caftle we alighted, and when we had en- 
tered the outer gate all the men were obliged 
to retire. We then pafled two other gates, 
and I was ordered to pull off my fhocs, with- 
out which ceremony I could not have audience 
of the King. Some time after the royal chappc 
was brought, and being put into my hands, I 
raifed it above my head, and redelivered it to 
him who brought it. I was then ordered to 
follow it, being only accompanied by a Sa- 
bamJar, and uti Omr.kr.v . 
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We waited fome time at the King's chamber 
door, which was covered with plateat of fiber ,^. 
and at laft an Eanuch came onCt sind tioU tkp 
Sabandar* Tliat though the King was mom.n-^. 
difpofcd .than ofaal, yet as I was lb acvi' W, 
would bring me in. tlpcm wUch 1, ms \i^ 
into the duimber by two men, eadi oClM^' 
taking me by the hand» and fet upon n fmAgf: 
- carpet with my legs aoofs, according to lift 

, cuftom of the country : when the two men n^ 
tiring, i falttted the Song in the nibsl fbiiB) 
that IS by joining my hands, «i4 lifting t&cniv 

' up to my mehesuU at the (ame dme mvnng 
my head. The cuftom do^ iiot tiblise gne io 
take off one's hat; bot I bem£ Qnujfed, to. agt> 
pear before perfens of ikts qoimty with my, Jw 
on, chole to put it off. iV Kmgial jlpd9>. 
place aboot two* fiset higher than me,, aadio- 
formed me by the SsJMndar, that he was ia-*. 
finitely, obliged to the Sing of Frotue for die 
prefent he had Tent him, which was more 
valuable to him, than tai bahars of gcdd.' Ht 
then opened the lettoy a&d gave it me to iii;:i 
terpret tothe Sabandaf, who nnderftoodalittfe 
PortMgM^. But His kncq^edge^of diat languu^ 
was to yery imperfefi^ and the ftyle jm'lSfi^ 
letter fo'dira^nt iBnom th«t ofed amoiu; theau; 
that I could. not make hiin underftani^ i^^^. 
the very firft words, M^4Pm/irious^ pi^.li)aM9 
a ftand.. Up<>D which I torned it to jQ '^ 
Brother 9 iyith which th^ King was much jtle 
faying, that he knew the Cbrifiian Princes. I 
to amer in their letters by fuch expreffiitms^ 
At l€D2th finding lYiat I covX^ tiox m&ft ^ 
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Sabandar underftand every, word, I repeated 
the fubftancc of the letter in fhort, that his 
Idoil Chriftian Majelly defired his Mightinefs 
to grant me a free and undiflurbed traflick in 
Ikis territories, and in like manner promifed to 
^rotedl his High Mightinefs's fubjcdls, if any 
ftf them ihould happen to come into his king- 
dom. That he defired nothing more than 
that a commerce between his fubjedls and thofe 
cf Achen fhould bring him to the knowledge 
of fa great a Prince, and that he had fent him 
a prefent of arms, in the making of which his 
fobjefts excelled. 

This done, the King informed me by the 
Sabandar, that I was both welcome and fafe in 
hrs territories : that as to trade,, iht Englijh 
and Dutch had cfed to have pepper in his king- 
dom at an eafy rate ; but as they had fhewed 
foch ingratitude, as to make war upon the 
King of Bantam, who had condefcended to 
give them a kind reception, he had caufed all 
the pepper plants to be cut down, for fear they 
Aould prove the occafion of trouble to him, 
by which means the price of pepper was^raifed 
to 64 Hals the bahar, and that even at that 
price, he did not much care to let them have 
it, as he knew they would do any thing in 
order to ingrofs the trade of the Ifidies to them- 
felvcs. 

I replied, that the infolcnce of the Dutch in 
oftering to dethrone Kings who had fhewn 
^em civilities, would be a furpriiing piece of 
news in France : that I was ftiMck Wv^ ^ss^a&si^ 
ment to £nd a people w\iO -^x^xcrAfc^ v^ ^5^* 
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thing but carrying on a fair trade, and wtont 
the King of France had long proteded againft 
the Spaniardfy ihould on this ixde of die world 
flight us, and ufe all means to do us an injoryy 
and that as I had no commiflion to ufe anj 
manner of violence, or to fortify any place ; 
but only to buy and fell in a fair way, I oaglit 
not be ranked with a nation whofe very con- 
verfation I avoided. 

Upon this the King ordered fome fallad to 
be given me in a large gold veilel, and alfo a 
fuit of his own cloaths that were brought in a 
iilver difli, and which he ordered me to put cm. 
Having retired to the next chamber, and pst 
on thefe cloaths above my own, I returned to 
his Majefly, who told me the arms my matter 
had fent him, would be very ferviceable ta 
him in the fiege of Malacca^ which he had ia 
his view, and afked me if I would accompany 
him thither. To this t replied, that I fhodd 
place my fupreme happinefs in doing him any 
fervice. He then put feveral queftS>ns ft) mc 
about the age and the power of the King my 
mailer, and on my telling him that he was ia 
peace with all the world, and in particular 
with the Grand Seignior, he faid he wodd 
enter into a llri6l alliance with the King of 
France, This done, I was mounted upon an 
elephant, and conduced home. 

On the 1 1 th, being called to fpeak with the 

King, he fhcwed me two pike heads I had 

prefented him ^vith, and which above the 

carved work , were at firft covered widi 

enamel ; bnt the King ViavVn^ gwea ^Sms^ 
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tie of his own goldfmiths to be carved 

gilt, the paint went off as foon as the 11 

(mith put them in the £re. The lUng I 

sfore wanted to know, if I could think of | 

body who was capable of reftoring them» 

le fame condition they were in before. I 

him I knew of none, upon which he 

lly ordered that the poor fellow who had 

them into the fire, fhould have his hands 

off. 

he King then told me, that he heard I had 

Idfmith on board, and defired me to order 

to enamel a large gold ring of his, that 

;hed above an ounce, which he delivered 

e. 

his Prince was very curious in all lapidary 

goldfmith's works, for he had above 300 

imiths that were daily employed in work- 

for him ; and he fhewed me a great number 

'.ones, both fet and unfet, which were for 

tnoft part bored at tlie ends ; feveral neck- 

> and chains of large emeralds ; garments 

roidered with jewels ; large veflels of gold, 

rred with jewels, many fwordff, hangers 

daggers, with both the hilts and fcabbards 

vith precious ftones ; and a vaft number of 

I clafps to put u|)on his robes ; and he let 

know that fix days would not be fufficient 

aking a view of all his jewels and precious 

5S. Whether he told me this out of often- 

m or not, I cannot determine ; but the 

teft part of what I faw were rather ftones 

(hew than value, though Ke ^^>«t^ "knr. 

? that were very rich, ^«il\ucv3\»xV^. ^^'^^ 
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diamonds tkat might weigh from 25 
carats each ; two very 1m^ rubie?, 
emerald he got in the conqueft of Pera, 
was one of ue moil beautiful flones I c 
On may leaving the King I fet the gc 
to work, and was forry I had one on 
being afraid that if the King liked 1 
formance, he would delay us on his ace 
On the 19th the King fent a Sabaj 
invite me to dinner. When I came, 
his Majeily ill a fquare hall, the floor c 
was covered with a Turkey carpet, upor 
he made me fit down, and after fom 
was given me, in a large gold difh,. tl 
of which was all over fet with emer; 
a£ked me fome queflions about the g 
and power of the ChrifHan Princes, 
then came in about 30 women, each < 
a large filver difh, which they fet on the 
each diih being covered with a cloth 
and filk, with jewels trailing upon the. 
Thefe women having flood for fome ti 
King ordered dinner to be fet before m 
which they uncovered the diflies, each < 
as bie as a large bafon, and togeth 
the lid about two feet and a half 
out of each of thefe difhes they drew 
plates filled with meat, paftry, and dri< 
meats, fo that in lefs than a minute I ' 
rounded with gold difhes, fome coi 
water, others fauces, and one, which \ 
large, was full of rice ; among the n 
two diflies of temback, which they 
more than gold. It is xaadc of lice, 
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King ordering me to eat of it, I found it 
very good, for its taile relemblcs our march- 
pane. Afterwards an Eunuch, by the King's 
order, brought me fome drink in a gold cup 
let in a lage gold bafbn, upon which I drank 
to his Majefly's better health, and thought xm 
•have toffed off the whole ; but the liquor was 
ib very flrong and fiery, that I found it im- 
pofiibie ; when the King told me, that as I 
had drank to his health I fhould drink it all, 
and that if he were to drink the King of 
F ranee* s health, he would, not leave a drop of 
it ; but atmy deiire it was exchanged to a weaker 
fort. I was very much preffed to eat and 
drink; but being at lafl tired with iittine 
crofs legged, I defired the Sabandar, to prels 
me to cat no nt6re. Upon which the King 
ordered all the difhes to be removed, and bid 
me once more drink his health ; this being 
done, they brought a very fine carpet, the 
ground of which was gold, and this was fpread 
on the floor between the King and me. 

Then came ic or 20 women, who ranged 
- thcmfelves by the fide of the wall, and each 
of them having; a little drum, fungthe King's 
conquefls, making their voices anfwer their 
drums. There afterwards came in at a fmall 
door two little girls very oddly dreffed ; but 
veiy handfome, and fairer than any I ever faw 
in fo hot a country. Upon their heads they 
wore a kind of hat made of gold fpangles, 
which glittered extremely, together with a 
fort of plume about a foot and a half hi^K 
made of^ the fanac fpaneVcs* '\\C\'Sk Vax. na-^^^ 
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placed on the fide of the head. Th^ hifd 
large pendents hanging at their ears, formed 
of gold ipanglesy that reached to their fhonlden.. 
Their necks were covered with gold neckltoeiL' 
and over their fhoulders was a kind of jackiet^ 
cloth of gold curioufly wrought, under wbithwat 
a waiftcoat of cloth of gold mixed with red filk. 
They had a broad girdle made of gold fpaoglc^ 
from which hung behind a piece of cloth ofgoUr 
and under it they had breeches made of theiSune 
iluiF, that reached no lower than the knjeoi^ 
where hung feveral gold bells. Their arAu 
and legs were naked ; but from the wrift- ji 
the elbow, and from the ankle to the calfof dis 
leg, they were adorned witli gold bracelets 9fi 
with jewels. Each of them had a fwoid^ 
her girdle, the hilts and fcabbards of whidh 
were covered with jewels, and in her hand a 
large gold fan, with feveral bells about it. 

Thefe young beauties, thus adorned, ad- 
vanced upon the carpet with great gravity, and 
falling upon their knees before the king, piid 
him their refpedls, by joining their hands and 
lifting them up above their heads ; they then !»• 
gan to dance with one knee upon the gronndi Sj 
making feveral motions with their body and ^ 
arms, after which they danced upright with great 
agility, fometimes putting their hands to thor 
fwords, at others, making as if they fhotwidlfa 
bow, and at others again adling as if they hada 
fhield and hanger in their hands. They danced 
with a very good grace, and I am perfoaded 
r/jar Aad a Freyich dandt\^ mafter feen them, 
he u'ouJd have owned tiiax x\v<nx ^^xlormassKR \ 
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lot deferve the name oi Barbarous. After 

had danced about half an hour, they 
1 kneeled before his Majeily and retired, 
t length it growing late, the King, at my 
e, fuffered me to go, after his having firit 
: me a prefent of two hundred pieces of 

of his coin, called mafTes, worth about 
)ence a piece. The Sabandar then con« 
?d me home by water, and aiTured me he 
r faw the King ihew fuch refpeft to any 
ger, efpecially in fuifeiing his women to 
e before me ; for during the entertainment, 
whole company (hut their eyes, it being a 
^al crime for them to look upon the King's 
len, though I indeed looked at them very 
ellly all the while, for I prefumed they were 
wrought thither to make me fliut my eyes, 
n the 19th of February an Orankay and 
Sabandars came on board in the King's 
e, to demand two fwords, one of which I 
promifedhim. I immediately gave them 

my fwords, defiring them to acquaint his 
?fty that I had no more, and as it was un* 
[ in France to go abroad without a fword, 
)ped he would let me have one of them 
ti, which he did the next day, with a pre- 
of a dagger made after the faihion of the 
ttry. The perfon who brought it faid, 
Kine liked one of them extremely, be- 
; it did not bow when they offered to bend 
and if the other had not bowed, I had 
r feen it again. 

s nobody dared to fell me a. ^t^tl o^ ^v^^^ 
he King hai fold his ; 1 at\etv^x:tk >«^^.^^ 
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Xipott hit- Mi^^ftyf witb finms 'piefiiiUi» ."ii^ 4f^- 
d«r to obtain lesve to. bnjr pmor^of ^ 4Uk 
jeAi: for lie .always loldkift lor hsiif m^miitk^ 
mofc^ ar othm did. !X:foiuid>liiQi atmvcodc- 
£ghcuig; and laying very hif^ wagen 4r^ Ui 
Oranieayi. Upon sny entnuuDc^ he made tic a 
preient of k damer, iMdidh hiid^'Uio mda^ of 
about five or Bxnvtta of gold aiboiit ihe han- 
dle; bat I Ibtind him & jn^t npon lu8:bimiii 
thftt it was not pfoper ftrme to vientHin^aqr 
afairat diat tiine* I coiild not help l|&|| 
notice of one inftmoe of- his's(varicc aM mdlK 
neis to iacrifice every ddng .to his cmel' aad 
fordid di^iofition. 'Chie of tot.xi6mfmiij fki^ 
ed upon a middle fixed cock, «lMinE to-ta 
upon his head againft any otheir ^T-vmtifiit 
foever. Upon which an OimiJny^ who W 
fome of theXing's cocks in keeping,.. preftnt; 
ed a very l$r^ one, and upon this th^ Siag 
betted very high, when die little t»ck ;beatia|| 
the great one, the Sang loft his iMmM Tk» 
raifin^ his refentment^ lie ^nfieed ;the OntJmft 
how It came to pafs that the litde^' cock had 
more ftreogth than the great one, when llis 
Orankay anfwering, with all poffiUe bimdfitf, 
that he coald not conceive how it was* tms 
King replied, he coold conceive it very eally ; 
that it proceeded from the cock's bebg ill ff», 
and that he had ^ven die cock^s rioe to «hii 
whores, or elfe eat it hunfelf. Tbb ftitw ^ 
ordered his right hand to be cut off, yA&A ^ 
immediately pat in exectttioflui i ' 

The next day die Sabanw came to my 
iion/e, and informed sne, ii:^axi&AlK]^.f«%^ 
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his particular afFe^lion to me, would let roe 
kave his pepper at 48 rials the bahar ; though 
private perfons would have fold it, if they 
dared, for 32 rials ; and on my begging to 
be allowed to take in my lading at Ticoivy had 
the aifurance to propofe my giving him 4000 
rials, and making the King a prefent of 20,000, 
for a licence to fettle a fadory at Tico^ for two 
years. 

Some time after the Sabandar and an Eunuch 
came to let me know, that the King wanted 
to fpeak with me. In obedience to his com- 
mands I went, and found him much out of 
humour, and giving orders for tormenting five 
or fix women; and to my great mortification, 
I was obliged to flay while thefe poor crea- 
tures were tortured with the utmoft cruelty, 
for three hours in his prefence, his wrath in- 
creafing in proportion to their torments ; but 
at laft, an end was put to their tortures, he 
ordering their hands and legs to be cut off, and 
their bodies to be thrown into the river. The 
occafion of this inhuman execution was as 
follows : 

On the preceding night, when there were 
£ve or fix of his women in a room adjoining 
to hi§, one of them gave a hideous fhriek, up- 
on which the King inquiring what was the 
matter, was at firft told by them all, that there 
was nothing in it, but after many threats, fhe 
that^had cried out confefied, that fomebody 
came in the night, and pricked her in the thigh 
with a dagger^ through the reeds upon which 
fhe lay, and that her crying out a^K^kft^^Vs^. 
0^3 ^^^N 



fwers, fome faying that they heard ; 
others that they heard nothing. H 
dagger was found, but nobody wo' 
Aner al}, the King having afked tl 
was that came with the dagger, an 
did not tell him the truth at firit, 
naabie to obtain an anfwer, fufpede 
a delign againft his life, carried 
own mother, who, he imagined, h 
thefe women, that their outcry m: 
him to come out of his chamber, ^ 
have afforded a favourable opport' 
aflaflins. He therefore thought of 
true confeflion of the affair, by pui 
women to the torture ; but their 
courage and conftancy, were inv: 
Jiotwithftanding the King's freque 
pardon, in cafe they would difcov 
and the repeated intreaties, both c 
of Acketty and the whole court, \n 
of them to be kind to themfelves, t 
Ihrink or relent. One of them, beii 
and fvvoonin^ away from time to tim 
took compaluon on her, and orde« 
put to death, upon which (he affu 
countenance, and thanked his Maj 
mercy, wiftiing that he might be n 
this favour, with a long and happy 
years. In a word, all of them co: 
daunted to the laft gafp, and even 
Jiands and legs were cut oir, one o 
the courage to fay, tliat for the f 
yc:^$, they had longed for this h 
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that delivered them from the drugery of the 
caftle. When the execution was over, the 
King alked me what I thought of it ; but tho' 
the fpedlacle was very mortifying to me, yet 
I diflemblod, and anfwered, that without the 
execution of juftice no kingdom could fubfift. 
The King then told me in a long difcourfe, 
that jf the laft night's affair had been paffed 
over with impunity his very life had been in 
danger : that his Orankays were foolifti and 
unthinking men who charged him with cruelty, 
without confidering that it was their wickednefs 
that drew upon them the anger of God, who 
made ufeof himas aninftrument to punifhthem. 
That they had no occafion to complain of him 
who fuffered them to poflefs their wives, their 
children, flaves, and competent eftates; who 
maintained their religion, and preferved them 
from the captivity of neighbouring Kings, 
and the robberies of ftrangers : that m former 
times Achen was a neft of murderers and rob- 
bers, in which the weaker were oppreffed by 
the ftronger, and no man was fafe, all of them 
being obliged to keep off the robbers, with 
arms by day, and to barricado themfelves in 
their houfes by night ; whereas at prefent they 
had no occafion either for arms in the day, or 
• doors to their houfes at night. That his nobles 
hated him becaufe he fupprefled extortion, 
maffacres, and robberies ; that they longed to 
fet up Kings at pleafnre, and murder them 
when difobliged : that his mother was in the 
fame intereft, and wanted to make away with 
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him, in order to prefer another who had coun- 
tenanced their infolence. 

This fpeech he uttered with fuch vehemence 
and paflion in his looks, that all his courtiers 
tlirew themielves upon the ground imploring 
his mercy, and leyen the Cady, a man above 
80 years of age, for whom every body had 
the higheft veneration, and who could boaft of 
the nobleft defcent in Acben^ followed , their 
example. In fine, though this cruel Prince 
could obtain no difcovery by all his tortures, 
yet he not only imprifoned his own mother, 
but put her upon the rack. Five of the prin- 
cipal Lords whom he fufpefled of favouring 
her, he put to death ; barbaroufly murdered his 
own nephew, the King of Johor^s fon, under 
the pretence that his mother intended to raife 
that young Prince to the throne ; and caufed 
tlie fon of the King of Bantam^ and the fon 
of the King of Pam^ both of whom were his 
coufins, to be jput to death. This moniler has 
not left one of the Royal Family, but his own 
fon, who has been thrice banifhed the court; 
but begins now to be reftored to favour, and 
is only fafe, from his being more cruel than 
even his father, and his being univerfally hat«d. 
In Ihort, this inhuman Sovereign, has extir- 
pated all the ancient nobility, and raifed a new 
fet of them. A day did notpafs while I was at 
Ziehen, without the execution of one, and fomc- 
times feveral of hig people. 

The avarice of this Prince was fo extraor- 
dinary, that no reprefentations or prefents 
could get tlie better of it -, fox xYvo^a^K he at 
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laft gave me a licence to buy pepper of liis 
fubjedls, in return for my making him a pre- 
fent of an enamelled ring ; the firft perfon who 
confented to fell me any, was inflantly laid in 
irons. Being; at laft fenfible, that unlefs I 
took fome of the King, I ihould never be able 
to purchafe a grain in the city. I bought 300 
b^ars at his own price ; and was afterwards, 
to my great amazement, obliged to pay a duty 
of feven per cent, for the very pepper I had 
tought of his Majefty, 

• I afterwards bargained with a perfon who 
was a great doftor in the law of Mahomet ^ and 
bore the charadler of- a prophet : but when he 
hiad weighed about 1200 bahars, I began to 
perceive fome black fand among the pepper. 
He pleaded in excufe, that fome of his do< 
medics, had mixed fand with it, without his 
knowledge ; but though I might have com- 
plained to the King of Acheriy who cuts off 
die hands and feet of thofe who are found 
guilty of this fraud, yet confidering the high 
charader he bore, I was willing to overloojt - 
it, and continued having more weighed tiQ-f 
obferved the pepper wet. 

Wearied out with the continual impofitions 
of this tyrannical Prince, and by the low arts of 
his fubjefts, I refolved to depart, and on the 
27th of June he fent me his letter to the King 
of France y which was brought to my houS 
with great pomp ; it being carried upon a large 
elephant by one of the principal Orankay's, 
attended by a number of offvctis o^ t?*^^^ '^^- 
fore the elephant went four diuxaa ^.^^ ^^'^'^ 
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trumpets, and four large umbrellos furrou 
•^\j it. But all this fjplendor was at my cof?, 

&i I was obliged to latisfy not only the princ 

:%. Orankay who brought the letter, but all ^ 

^' accompanied him. The letter was carrie< 

,^d« a filver bafon in a red velvet bag with j 

')\} firings, and was written in the Achen iangi 

ij^'ji in letters of gold, upon very fmooth pa 

Jt -jl with feveral gildings and colourings round i 

9 C H A p. V. 

The Author fails to Pulo Lanchahay^ A 

fcription of that I/land i the trade of the 

habit ant Sy and a particular accotmt of the Pt 

Plant. A fuccinSi Hiftory of the reduSiioi 

til Queda hy the King of Achen. 

vi 

i'A C^^ ^^^ 24thof 7«§rwe fet fail, but 

*j t| \J with fuch calms, that it was the ytl 

I Augttft before we made Pulq Lanchahay, tho 

|i " it is but four days fail by the trade winds. 

The day after my arrival the Governoi 

the ifland came on board, and told me, tha 

would not fufFer me to trade with the inh 

tants without a licence from the King of ^ 

){! which he did not doubt but I might hav< 

i\: I affifled him with fome artillery. On 

i};^ 1 2 th the Governor having left his own 

' ': i j- with one of the principal men of the iiland 

/jf hodages, went in perfon with two of my ] 

to inform his Majefty o£ ttv^ ^m\;A. 
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King of ^eda had then retired three days 
journey up into the country for fear of the 
King of Achen^s sirmy : however fome days 
after I received a letter from the Sieur D*Efpim 
one of the peribns who went along with the 
Governor, to inform me that there was but 
little pepper in the ifland, and to my great 
mortification, I found this intelligence but too 
true ; for we were come too late for the laft 
year's crop, and too early for this. However 
on the fecond of December^ the Sieur D^E/pine 
fent me word, that the King had caufed all 
the pepper to be gathered in, in order to buy 
ibme cannon of me, if I were difpofed to fell 
them. 

Upon this advice, I fent orders to Sieur 
jyEfpine to inform himfelf particularly of what 
quantity of pepper might be expefted in that 
place, and if it was under 100 bahars, to re- 
turn immediately, without giving himfelf any 
farther trouble about it ; but if it was above 
that number, to foUicit the King to fend a 
perfon with full powers to treat with me. The 
Sieur D*Efptne returned on the 9th, and report- -. 
ed that his Majefly having a great inind to fome 
of my cannon, would give me iwicfe k^jnuch 
pepper for them as I had alked, if I would 
Itay till the feafon for gathering it, or if I had 
a mind to eflablifh a fadlory there, he would 
fumilh it every year with 2000 bahars, and 
exclude all other nations from trading in his 
territories. The King alfo fent me a letter, 
impowering me to trade freely with the natives^ 
and to defire two of my caxvwoix, ^w 'x^c^Xi^'^^'s* 
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of pepper, whkh he faid wa« 
In the mean time my purfer v 
at PerleySf about feven or eight ] 
this illand, from the opinion tnat 1 
and fettle a fadlory there, but u 
that the channel between this iflan 
was tmbarrafTcd with ihelves an 
finding that my fhip did not anfv 
as fhe ufed to do, I chofe to contii 
was, and threatened to fetfail with 
I had on board, if they would n< 
my man. 

On the firfl of OSloher my purl 
and I delivered them my two h( 
reported th^t the King had only : 
pepper, and defired to pay the 
rials, at the rate of 20 rials a 
the country was very poor, and ric 
dear; and upon the arrival of < 
the people fled into the country, tl 

, belonged to the King of Achen, 
Though I had refolved not to 1 
any cannon, I thought fit to amu 
fair words, till I had taken in frefl 
with tl^ v^pw, I fent back the j 
quw^'hmi, ''that I was veiy much 

-deal with him ; but could not br 
to Perltysy becaufe my rudder was o 
and that to ftiew my willingnefs to 
I was ready to fend one of my cann 
provided he gave me two hollages ; 
delivery of 20 bahars of pepper v 
days. With this offer he was fo p 



m 



tb€ EAST INDIES. 181 

he fent me word there was no occafion for 
eiving hoilages, or landing the piece of cannon, 
till the pepper was got ready, which would be 
in fix or tcven days. I here caufed to be cut 
down a main-top-mail, a mizen-mafl, and a 
bowfprit, which I could not have elfewhere. 
If I could have ftaid till January^ I might have 
loaded my (hip with pepper at a quarter of the 
price it coft me at Achen^ and befides at that 
time the trade winds coming eafl would have 
flood fair for my returning direftly to France ; 
but my men were fo few and fo difcouraged, 
that I could not think of waiting. 

This ifland, which is called by the inhabitants 
Fklo Lanchahay^ and by the natives of Acben^ 
Pulo Lada^ or the ifland of Pepper \ lies in 
6^. 15'. north latitude. It is about 15 or 20 
leagues in circumference^ and is in fome places 
mountainous. In the middle of the country 
there are two high mountains feparated from 
each other by a very narrow valley, and at the 
foot of thefe mountains is a plain which extends 
three or four leagues in length. In this plain 
the pepper is produced ; but the ifland is only 
inhaoited by about 100 perfons, and is far 
from being cultivated fo well as it might be. 
The foil of this plain is very proper for all 
fdrts of drugs, fruit, rice, and cattle, it is alfo 
• enriched with excellent pafturage, and many 
fprings and rivers. The reft of the ifland is 
covered with very thick woods, in which, efpe- 
cially upon the mountains, there are feme trees 
perfectly (Iraight, of an incredible height, and 
proportionable thicknefs. T\vt ^^\^ ^^ '^'^ 
Vol., van, B. ^^^^ 
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fouth fide is frequently interfedlcd with arm ^ 
of the fea, leaving fmall iflands and rock^ 
covered with woods. On the north there is ^ 
large ifland at about the diftancc of a league^ 
and on the eafl it has a bay covered wiui a 
little ifland, in this bay fhips of 200 tons may 
ride in fafety, and be fheltered from the winds. 
In a word, there is very fafe anchorage all 
round the ifland ; and every part of it Sbrd^ 
excellent frefli water. From the beginning of 
July to the end of OSober the winds are wefter- 
ly, when it rains very much, and the climate, 
as in other places of the fame latitude, is unr 
healthy. At prefent this ifland produces an- 
nually 500,000 pounds weight of excellent 
large and dry pepper, which is prcferrable tq 
that of any other place in the Indies. It \\ 
fubjeft to the King of ^eda^ and the Portu- 
guefe who reiide at Malacca come there every 
year to trade, apd continue there from Decern- 
her to February. 

The pepper plants grow in a fat foil, and 
are planted at the root of trees, round which 
they creep and twift like hops. They produce 
no fruit till the third year, after which they 
bear for the three following years, fix or fevcn 
pounds weight of pepper. In the three next 
years they decreafe one third, both in the 
quantity and fize of the pepper, and thus con- 
tinue decreafing for four or five years longer. 
For the firft three years the ground about thcn^ 
muft be kept very clean, which requires a 
;;'jcat deal of pains on account of the moifture 
of the climate. When \!kve ^\«vt V^iv^ \a. 
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bear, the branches of the tree through which 
it creeps muft be lopped oiF, left they intercept 
the rays of the fun, which this plant ftands 
moft in need of. When the clufters of the fruit 
are formed^ care muft alfo be taken to fupport 
them with poles, left the branches ihould be 
drawn down by the weight of the fruit. They 
fhould alfo be planted at a convenient diftance 
from each other, that a peribh may get round 
them with a ladder, in order to prune them 
after the fruit is gathered ; for otherwife they 
would grow too high, and by that means bear 
the lefs. fruit. 

This plant has commonly a white flower in 
Aprily which knotfi in June\ in Auguft the 
fruit is large, and green, when the natives ufe 
it for fallad, or make it into a rich pickle by 
fteepine it in vinegar. In QSioher it is red ; in 
November it begins to grow black, and in Decern- 
her it is all over blacky and confequently ripe. 
This is generally the cafe, though in fome places 
it is ripe fooner or later than in others. The fruit 
being ripe, they cut off the clufters and dry them 
in the fun, till the grain falls off the ftalk, 
which notwithftanding the exceflive heat, it 
does not do in lefs than fifteen days, during 
which it muft be turned from fide to fide, and 
covered up every night. Some of the grains 
neither change red nor black, but continue 
white, and the(e are made ufe of in medicine, 
.and fold for double the price of the other. 
Of late years, the ii^habitants obferving that 
foreigners want thefe for the faxftfc >a&> \NaN^ 
found oxLt a way of wKiteums^ \^fe o^Ocvwt^* \^^ 
R2 ^-^'*--^ 



taking them while they are yet re< 
ofF the red fkin with water and 
nothing remains but the heart o 
which IS white. 

Thus the cultivation of pepf 
great number of hands ;^ but t 
much wanted both in this ifland 
try of ^eda^ which three or fou 
were laid defolate by the King 
that the King of ^ueda is now o 
himfelf under the prote6Uon of 
Siam* The inhabitants 2iXtMah 
fo crafty and dilhoneft as thofe of 
habits are much the fame, but 
they are \tty zealous Mahometans 
cuftoms and way of living, dii 
from the inhabitants of Achen. 

Slueda has a marfhy foil, and 
that ran into a confiderable ri^ 
there are a great number of 
diles. The country was fo 
peopled, and abounded with all 
vii/ions, efpecially rice and cattle 
ibrted to by merchants from 1 
BengaU Jer/elin^ the coaft of Co 
Suratf by the Portugue/cy who rci 
iaccay and even by the merchai 
The cufloms and impoHs at thi 
very moderate, till the father oi 
King, who was a perfidious and 
afcended the throne : but about th 
he was carried into captivity by 
j/^hff. his remarkable, that abc 
before it was fubdued, tv/o \]iaax^ 
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habitants, amounting ta about 40,000^ were 
carried off by a plague : the following year a 
murrain feized upon the cattle, and not only 
carried off all the King's elephants, but even 
feven eighths of their other cattle, and the 
third year there was fuch afcarcity of rice and 
all manner of fruit, that the people fuffered a 
terrible faxnine. The next year the King of 
Acherty who always lies in wait to plunder his 
neighbours, took advantage of their 4iftrefs» 
and laid fiege to the dtyof ^a/^, which held 
out three months, and then the King with his 
family and nstinue, confifting of 120 men, re- 
tired to his palace which he had fortified, and 
where he was reducft to the laft extremity; 
but having continued there about two months, 
the King of AcherCs officers perfuaded him to 
furrender, by alledgin^ that their mafter ad- 
mired him for his v^our, and if he trufled 
to his clen\ency, would certainly reinftate him 
in his throne. This fiegi was carried on with 
great vigour by the Achen army, fo that they 
fought even in winter when up to the middle 
in water ; for the King had (ent them word^e 
would cut them all to pieces, if they did not 
bring him the King of ^ueda. At lall: having 
demolifhed the city and caftle, they carried 
that unhappy Prince and his family, wijli about 
7000 of the inhabitants to Achen. 

The King of Achen gave the captive Sove- 
reign a tolerable reception, till he had drained 
him and his friends of all they had, after 
which he had the cruelty to put to death, not 
only him and his chUdrctv \ Wx. ^^^^ ^\v\srns^^ 
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men among the other captives, confining the 
reft to a remote part of the city, where mof 
of them died for want, and the poor remain* 
der, amounting to about 500, work at prefeni 
in fmall huts, one half of the week, to obtair 
a pitiful fubfiftance, and the other half in 
building the King of Achtn^s houfes, and ma- 
nuring his grounds. The preient King oi 
!^eda was ftiut up with his father in §utda 
caftle ; but finding his unhappy parent was in- 
clined to furrender, and to carry all his children 
and treafures to Acben^ in order to procure a 
better reception, he privately made his efcap^ 
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CHAP. VI. 

7 he Author returns to Achen, The reception hi 
met twith. He fails to Ticow, nvhere he is at 
laft permitted to trade. A De/criptton of the 
Ifland ^Sumatra in general, and of the Govern^ 
ment and La<ws of Achen, *with the manner in 
nuhich the prefeni King afcended the Throne. 
The Author fails for Europe, and arrives at 
Havre de Grace. 

ON the 1 2th of OEloher I weighed anchor 
and ftood for the road of Achen, when 
the currents carried me upon the ifland s of 
J^0/fo», ^t about the diftance of five leagues, 
where Iv/sls obliged to drop wv w.Oxw va:^\^« 
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tb keep clear of a rock. Thefe iflands ar^ 
three in number^ befides many fmall ones* 
They are inhabited, and covered with woods, 
in which there are fome trees fit for the malts 
of fhips. They afford good anchorage all 
round them, and the largeft has good frefh 
water in a fandy creek. 

The next day we came in fight of Sumatra^ 
and on the 27th were within two leagues of the 
ifland of Pumuay, which I defigned to double, 
in order to caft anchor on the weft fide of the 
road of Jchetty whence I might eafily put to 
fea, in ca^ I ihould be ufed ill by the King ; 
but the currents were fo ftrong, and the winds 
blew fo hard from the wefl and weft-north-wefl^ 
that I was obliged to put into a fmall creek, 
and that very evening a veffel came up to 
me with a commiffion from the King to know 
who I was, whence I came, and whither I was 
going. For it feems the Xing had heard of a 
ihip cruifing upon his coafl fifteen days before 
I came to an anchor in that place. This mef- 
fenger informed me, that a fmall French fhip 
had arrived in the road of Jchm about eight 
days before : he happened to know me to be 
the perfbn who had before been at Achen ; and 
on his alking me, whence I came, I ordered 
my interpreter to tell him, that at my leaving 
Jlcben I was bound for Bantam \ but having 
lofl two of my mafts by a florm, was forced to 
put into an ifland to refit, the name of which 1 
intended to conceal, as I Jpiev/the King would ; 
be difpleafed at my going xVa\\iftt n^v^^'^os^^'^'^ 
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leave ; but my interpreter immeduitely tdd Sun 
I had been at the iifand of jPh^ LtmcMm. 

The next day I was vifited by a ▼euel, in 
which was an Jcben man witb whom I was 
acquainted, who told me; thor^was a finaU 
French vtSfX in the ioad» and torn Frmcbmm 
who fiid they belonged to ne» ^^^^ ^ ^ 
fecret, that they were detained by ^e £ng of 
Jcben againft their incUnatiosnft. 

In the mean time I fent my long-boat on 
Ihoreforfrefliprovifions; but ^e people would 
fell none, alleging, that the Ki0g. 1^4 Pro- 
hibited their vending diem without lapok com* 
mand.. As I took the Fffncb ihib;|!U the road 
of Jchen to be our advice bpat, f'wiuiappRi- 
heniivethat the King 'might flop itt to pie- 
Vent their having an interview wi^ 9ie, I 
therefore weighed anchor and ftood for the 
road of Jcben i but the wind being contmy 
and ytry high, I was forced to come .10. an 
anchor at the point of a large bay, wheiuce I 
fent by land one of the men whom ,1 haiLir- 
deemed, in a MeorU hatut to carry a letter U^ 
the Frfncb veilel in die road oiJcbent prooiifipg 
him his freedom, if he brought me an.anfiver 
in two days ; for we were then but four lei^rnes 
diflance from Jcbenf^ and he be^^.fet on moie 
in the nighty was ordered to jrepcl^ that city 
before it was light. ' 

The next day a large (hip with Englijh colours 

made up to us, put out her long-boat, and 

brought on board M. Du Parr^ one oif tbft 

/^e/2 ie/onging to the Ho^. This Waa a fiu» 

of 6oq (ona and 32 g%iiH aniYvjA oii \)»%A 

1^« CjT«n 
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M. Gra'ue the Captain of the Hope^ who was 
very ill ; but not finding me at Achen^ was 
going to Bata<via to fee if he could get a paflage 
to France, M. Du Parr gav^ me the following 
account of Captain Gra*veh proceedings. 

After the Hope parted from me, (he came to 
an anchor at a Ion? iiland about 20 leagues 
from Ticow^ to which place the Captain fent 
the long-boat ; bnt twelve hours after its 'de- 
parture Mr. Gra'ue himfelf flood for the fame 
port to fet on Ihore M. T alter , the fir ft Com- 
miflary, who was then ill ; but the winds and 
currents being contrary, they not oply loft the 
men in the long-boat, but all they had on 
board grew fick, except the Captain and five 
or (ix more. While they were in this unhappy 
condition, ' they met with a Dutch ihip of 1 200 
tons, called the Leyden^ commanded by William 
Schfyvterty upon which Captain Gra'ue went ta 
defire their afliftance; but was no fooner on 
board the Leyden^ than the Dutch Captain fent 
60 men in two long-boats to board our ihip^ 
this they did without oppofition, and not 
only plundered the veflel, but ufed our ftck 
men moft barbaroufly, turning them out of 
their hammocks, and throwing them upon the 
deck. 

In the mean while the Dutch Captain told 
M. Gra'ue that his fhip was a good prize, and 
if they met with me they would ferve me in 
the fame manner. A few days after they met 
with another Dutch fhip that had many fick on 
board, and was going to fet xVvtit^ otv ^cst^ ^-^ 
the iilc of Najau^ whCfk Ca^X^itv Granjt ^^^vt^ 
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dragged with a rope througn kuw 
ticularly one, who expired imme 
the rocks on the (hore. 

In the mean time the Coxnmi 
Lcydcn became fenfible of his crin 
Captain Gra^e he was miflaken, 
review of his Commiifion, he foun 
authority to take any French fhipj 
was at liberty to return to his 
Captain Gra^ue, however, coniidei 
Hood in need of his afliftance, an 
great complaifancc, that the Con 
not the firft who had been miflaki 
of as great confequence, and de 
might have fome of the Dutch fe: 
his fhipt To this the Commifla 
upon condition that he fhould foi 
pafled, and give a writing to 
under his hand, which bemg ( 
Crave received this reinforcemcc 
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Captain Gra<ve went on board her, which he 
had no fooner done, than the Admiral's fhip 
fired upon his, to make the men take down 
their French colours, and the Captain fent bacl^ 
his boat, .with orders to take theni down. 

They now all failed for Jacatra^ where they 
arrived in December^ wheB Captain Grtwe went 
to wait upon the Dutch Admiral, and defired 
he would aflift him with fome feamen to con- 
duct his (hip to Bantam^ to which the Admiral 
agreed, provided he would there buy up all 
the pepper he could get at two rials a fack, 
and diflribute two thirds of it to the Dutch 
and Englijh in that road. The Captain, con- 
fidering his miferable iituation, was obliged tp 
to fubmit, and fien an obligation to buy nfteen 
thoufand facks of pepper, 5000 of which were 
to be given to the Dutch y and 5000 to the Eng^ 
\ijh. At this time the pinnace I had fent ia 
quefl of him came to Jacatrai but the bargaii^ 
being ftruck before her arrival. Captain Gra^ut 
was obliged to go to Bantam, and arrived there 
at the end qf January^ where the Kine gave 
him 3 favourable reception, but would ^11 hin^ 
no pepper under four rials a fack. 

In the mean time the Dutchj contrary tq 
their promife, fent armed barks up and down 
Bantam road, in purfuit of the Ja^vane/e, with- 
in cannon (hot of their walls, and always rcr 
turned on board the Hope, in order to make the 
people of Bantam believe that the French gave 
ihelter to their mortal enemies. Bwix^cvvs^ x^^ 
<Cing of Bantam refented no o\.\vwv4\fe x^^v^^^ 
keeping the pepper at the fiift. ^tV:^> ^^' 



192 Commodore Beaulieu's E^^edition to 
Which Captain Granje refolved to take it, and 
when he had got his lading to return to France* 
He offered part of what he had got to the 
Dutch I but they refufed to have it at that 
price. The Englijh however look 156 bags 
without ever paying him, wliich occafion- 
ing his wanting money to pay the King of 
Bantam^ he refufed to let him have any more, 
unlefs he would take all he had bargained for. 
At length the Commiflary of the St. Mak^s 
company at Bantam fupplied him with as much 
as would complete his lading, taking the Her- 
mitage advice-ooat, which I had fent to him, 
as a pledge for 1500 rials in part of payment. 
This done, Mr. Gra've refolved to return di- 
reftly {or France ^ bat he was ordered by three 
ihips that lay juft by him to go to Jacatra; 
he accordingly went thither, and was there 
commanded to unlade two thirds of his cargo, 
and though he fhewed letters under the Dutch 
President's hand, importing, that they would 
not ftand to the firft bargain, yet they arrefted the 
Captain on (hore, made feven or eight of their 
fhips ride at anchor round the Hope^ and began 
to unlade the pepper themfelves, though none 
of Captain Grave's crew put their hands to it. 
In the mean time Captain Gra*ve entered a pro- 
teft againft the injuftice of the D:ac/f ; declaring, 
that all the damages ifTuing from that adlion, 
Ihould be placed to their account. Soon after 
a proa was feen in a very dark night to come 
from the place where the Dutch fhips lay at 
anchor, and to make wp to ttve llcrn of the 
-6^<, ne^r which it corAmu^^ ^oic«. vvm^, -mA. 
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tlien putting ofF, one of the men cried in the 
Malayan tongae, that the Hope was on fire. Im- 
mediately the Dutch (hips were feen under iaiJ, 
they having weighed anchor before, which was 
a certain proof that they knew of the defign. 
Mean while the French feamen, finding the fire 
too far advanced to be extinguifhed, came off 
in the long-boat. The next morning Captain 
Gra've fent fix proas to fave fomethmg in the 
fhipy but the Dutch kept them off*, extinguifhed 
the flames, got all the pepper and artillery 
out of her, placed them in their own magazines, 
and fold the hulk by beat of drum. 

After this Captain Grave hearing that I was 
at Jchetiy fet out for that city in the pinnace be- 
longing to the French Commifiary at Bantam^ 
and the reft of the men came in another bark ; 
but as foon as he arrived there, the bark and 
all that were in her were ftopt by the King of 
Acherty when Captain Gra<ve being taken ill, 
and not meeting with me there, took the op- 
portunity of embarking for Batavia in the 
EngUp ihip above-mentioned. 

Having heard this melancholly account of 
our affdirs, I fent a boat for Captain Gra've^ . 
received him on board, and (ome days after 
weighed, and making the road of Achen^ came 
to an anchor among ^v^ other (hips that were 
in that road, in order to force the King of 
Achen to deliver up my men, if he would not 
do it voluntarily. 

Immediately upon our arrival, the King fetit 
an Eunuch on board to welcome ttve, ?ccv\^^^^ 
me to come on ihore. To v^VvcV \ ^.t&>w w^> 

Vol. VIIL S ^^"^ 



That I could not tnift myfelf m land, finor 
, the King had impriibfiediBy men lib iobbei% 
and fehxd upon the ibriy reauint of n hunt 
ftip, contrary to whait DUght We been <«- 
peded, after the ftrvices efSwed ium by the 
king ofFrtaue^ and 1^ me ifi partipilar. The 
Eunoch reptiedy thatihe ixa^ took them for 
Portuguefe who ha4nnraged his ceafta, and.ai 
foon as he was undeceived, kad-iet- them at 
Uberty^ and returned dieqi their mopicy. That 
he had; it is tme» hindered thefn mm goi|^ 
pn board ^he Et^Jft a|id |)a«r^ flispe»^ftr fear 
they ihould. come to any haim- Aom their 
mort^ enemies^ defigningtoputtbemibtDthe 
hands of the firft frpfeb Captain that lUmSd 
arrive in that plaiDef To which I anfwoed, 
that the Fnmh were fafily diftingtulhed fioie 
tthe Portttgtttfi^ andibat thoi^h I noderftopd he 
had ret^med them .feme nals, yet he JumI 
idelained the value of ^epp rials be tadk fitnn 
them, in jewels, coral, bezoar, mu(k and odicr 
things. The Eunuch told me, die JExng wtfdd 
certainly return thein. However, I Jet him 
know, that I was firmly refblved- not to go oa 
fhore, till all my men were on board, Jiiter 
which I would come and receive bia coai- 
mands. 

A demand was now made of the dudnref 
the King's Chappe, befides. 400 riala Ibv an* 
thorage to be paid to the King,' and aoo fisr the 
ofHcers of the Alfandequi^ a late imjpofitfoBt ' 
laid upon all fhips that (hould come auto ihtt I 
/-oaJ ; but I told them I Adwotcotoe tb tndSci i 
^nd therefore would toox "p^ ^^Mflwo!^. ^noft^ \ 
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^me after the Chappe returned, and l^rought 
all my men on board ; when parfuant to my 
fffomiie, I went on fhore, and waited upon the 
King, who complained heavily of my not com- 
ing to fee him fooner^ and toki, me that the 
Dutch and Englijh had ipread falfe reports, in 
order to exclude the French from the trade of 
Achen : that the men he had imprifoned were^ 
reprefented to him as robbers and pirates ; but 
that he no ibener underftood they belonged to 
me, than he fet them at libertyr That he was 
afraid the King i^ France mi^ht have taken it 
ill, if he had put his fubjeds into the hands of 
the Dutch, who were their mortal enemies, and 
that he only waited for the arrival of a French 
fiiip, in which he might fend them home. But 
after all, on my thanking him for fending the 
men on boards he told me, he had only fent 
them to viiit me, for they being (hipwrecked 
and loft men, belonged to him, into whofe port 
diey came. This, I fuppo(e, he faid to pre- 
vent my afking for what ^e had taken' from 
them. 

I was refolved ta fhive once more to obtain 
a licence for trading at Ticowj and for that pur- 
pofe, offered a diamond to the Orankay to en- 
gage him to procure it for me : when he told 
■oe that I might obtain the licence, provided I 
made a prefent of a fine diamond to the King,- 
who was then extremely fond of jewels. Upon 
lids, I fhewed him a roueh diamond, weigh- 
ing 12 grains, which I deSgned fbr the King, 
and a cut diamond of five gmti^ fex Vvss^^ v 
Bat the next day he infonrwtd. mjt> ^)cL'»x^^fc^\^^ 



ihewn them to his Majefty^^ and that die 
£itgli^ having veiy httely prefentcd him with 
large onesy he did not value jkiine. Howmr» 
iif 1 could find any that were cxtraofdiBiiry' 
beautifiily I might certainly obtain my leqneft* 
Upon this I bought off a Parttigm^f who was 
lately returned from MafiiUpatm^ two diamonds. 
one weighing i8 erains, cut loaenge wift^ and 
very handibmely fet, which coft ine $50 iials» 
and another of nine mins^ that eoft.me 120 
rials ; and then I de&ed ^g^ m gnldfiwirii, 
who was now my interpreter, 9aA who nfed t0 
fbeak verv boldl^ t^ the Kin|[, to kt him know 
that I haaibme jemlsy which I defiied to ihew 
his Majefty. After iome tinie» the King fint 
for me in order to fee my dimnonds* men I 
ihewedhim the largeone, which haaring looked 
at» he aflced me the price of it» and I'tdd hsn 
it was^ at his fervicey if he would allow me to 
buy 300 bahars of pepper at. 7#c»aiw. To 
which he anfwered. That if the Dmick would 
give him 30,000 rials bt that privilege, ho 
would not grant it them» but he would. ««b 
me a licence to ftay 20 days* at Tknmih if I 
would make him a prefent of another diamoiid 
like that ; but I let him know that I had ] 



fuch» nor could poflibly find any. He thende- 
fired metogive nim a piece of cannon in tim 
room of it. But I begged his pardon* and 
defired to be excufed. However, finding hiar 
bent upon having the gun, I at laft h|^w4 ttt 
let him have it. When.calling fisr the Oianbqr 

Laxamene^ the ]Ung ordeTcd him to ^ve me %. 

commiBion for tra£ng at Ti cvw% v^^^* 
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ly however, frequently aiked for my commif-^ 
fion to no purpoie, and at laft complained of 
him to the King, who bid me give him a dia- 
mond ; when I found that the Orankay Laxa* 
mane could do nothing, the King diipatching 
all his commifllons himfelf, and Sisx the defign 
of turning me over to him, was to extort from 
me another diamond for the King's ufe. On 
this difcoverv, I gave him one that weighed 
about fix grams, and at lafl, after many delays, 
received from the King's own hand a letter im* 
powering me to trade at Tievw for 20 days. 

On the 1 6th of December wq weighed anchor, 
and arrived in the road of Ticonv^ on the laft 
day of the vear. On the firft of January^ 1622, 
J ihewed the inha|>itants of that town the King 
of Achen^s letter, and in this place I bought 
above 400 bahars of pepper, which coft me 
about 25 rials the bahar, including the charges 
of the commiiEon, and the prefents I made at 
Acben, 

The illand of Sumatra extends 11 degrees 
in length from the point of Jcben, in 5®. 30^. 
north latitude, to the ftrei^ht of Sunda, in c®«. 
30'. fouth latitude, fo that it is about 620 miles 
lone* and generally about 210 in breadth. The 
coal for the moft part lies low, though there 
are very high mountains within the country. 
Its vallies afford excellent pafturage, produce 
great quantities of rice, and many kinds of 
fruit. It is watered by line rivers, fome of 
which are very large, and an infinite number of 
brooks, by which means the Vaxi^ v& x^tt^^xt^ 
v^ry moiH, and in fome pWe% xa^^^^ •» "^ 

S3 "^ 
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this ifland being under the equinodal^ is Tub- 
je£t to frequent rains. 

The air is unhealthy for ftrangers^ efpecially 
near the cquinodial, and during the wet fea->: 
ion, which iafts from June to Q^ybery when die 
wefterly winds, mixed with rain and fudden tem« 
peftsy blow upon the coaft: thefe are inter- 
rupted by calms, which occafion peftilential 
fevers, that carry oS Grangers in two or three 
days, or at leaft terminate in obftinatc fwellings 
and dropiics ; but the city of Acbeny which is 
iituated on the north point, is more temperate i 
it (lands upon a large river, about half a league 
from the fea, in the midft of a valley that is 
fix leagues broad. The foil is very proper for 
all forts of grain and fruit ; the inhabitants, 
however, fow nothing but rice, which, with 
cocoas, is their principal food. 

The ifland bears very large trees, that re- 
tain their verdure all the year round ; the fruit- 
trees arc very numerous ; thefe bear in their 
proper feafons, and there is not a month in the 
year without fome ripe fruit. The natives 
have abundance of buffaloes, which are cm- 
ployed in manuring the ground, and in draw- 
ing or carrying. Their horfes arc of a fmal! 
breed. They have great numbers of goats ; 
but their fheep are of little value. The pca- 
fants breed up great numbers of henS' and 
ducks, in order to fell their eggs : th^y are 
fond of hunting, and have an infinite number 
of wild boars; but they are neither fo large 
nor fo furious as thofe m France. However, 
thrlr deer arc larger xVvaa ovxis. TVtN\\»J^ 
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few roe backs and hares ; but at the foot ot\ 
Ihe mountains there are numbers of wild ele*' 
phantSy and upon thoTe that are uninhabited, 
there many rhinocerofes, wild bufialoes, tygers, 
wild cats, civet catsy monkeys, adders, barge 
lizards, and in feme rivers poifonotis croco* 
diles. 

The bcft half of this ifland is poffeffed by the 
King ofJchent and that part ot the coaft that 
faces the ftrcights of Sunda is fubjcft to the 
King of Bantam. The inhabitants of the coaft 
are Malayansy but the inland parts of the ifland 
are inhabited by aborigines, who fpeak a dif- 
ferent language from the Malayans^ and have 
ieveral petty Kings. The richeft and molt 
powerful of whom, is one who refides between 
^ico-iM and Manimcaho^ he pofleffing all the places 
where gold is found. ' 

As to the produce of the fereral kingdoms . 
and provinces, Andrigri produces a confiderable 
quantity of pepper ; but it is very fmall. Gold is 
cheaper there than in any other country pofTefled 
by the Malayans ; Jionby produces a great deal 
of much better pepper than that oiAndrigri, 
The EngUflf and Dutch have a faftory there, as 
well as the Portugue/e at Malacca. The king- 
dom ofPo&mkptf abounds in rice and cattle, 
and afibrds but little pepper. This is a plea-' 
fant country towards the fhore, which is in the 
poileflion of the King of Bantam. 

As for the dominions of the King of Achen^ 
the territories belonging to his principal cit^^ 
are {o badly cultivated as not to Ta^LVcvx-ivct \^^r. 
inhabitants, whence a creat paxt o^ ^^^ '^'^^' 
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comes from abroad. In foriper times it-pro* 
duced a great deal of pepper ; but one of the 
Kings obfervint that they minded nothing elfe, 
and negledled Uie manuring of the ground ne- 
cefiary for producing rice, caufed afi the pep- 
per plants to be cut down, whence it does not 
annually produce above 500 bahars. At the 
diflance of fix leagues from Acbiu^ there is an 
high mountain, which furniihes great quanti- 
ties of fulphur. This mountain, with the ifland 
of Fulo^itfj in the road of Achen^ in a manner 
fupplies all the Ituiies with fuljphur for the mak- 
ing of gun-powder. The territory oi Fedir is To 
\^xy fertile in rice, that it is called the Grainery 
of Achen. It alfo produces a large quantity of 
iilk, part of which is wove by the natives into 
fluffs, that are efleemed over all Sumatra^ and 
the refl fold to the inhabitants of the coafl of 
Coromandel, At Dely there is a fountain of oil, 
which is faid to be inextinguifhable when once 
fet on fire. With this oil, the King of Acbn 
burnt two Portugue/e galeons near Malacca. 
Daya abounds in rice and cattle. Cinquek an- 
liually produces a large quantity of camphire, 
which the inhabitants of Surati on the coafl oJF 
Coromandely purchafe for 15 or 16 rials the cotti^ 
or 28 ounces. Pajfaman flands at the foot of 
a very high mountain, and produces excellent 
large pepper, and feven leagues from the place 
is Tico*Wy which is flill more fertile in this valu- 
able drug. Priaman is well peopled, and plen- 
tifully fumifhed with all forts of provifions } 
it drives a Jarge gold trade with the inhabitants 
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^Manimca^: the Dttuh had a fadtory there 
for a long ^me ; but were at lad expelled b) 
the King of jfchen. Padung has little pepper ; 
but deals much in gold, and has a fine river, 
where large fhips m^ come up and ride in fafe- 
tf* All thefe places are well peopled -and cul- 
tiyatedy and from their diftance from the tjrran- 
nical court ^i Aehen^ fome of the inhabitant: 
became rich, and live happily. 

The inhabitants of Achen are more vitiooi 
than tkofe ofTicowp and other places along thi 
coaft. They arc jproud, envious^ and trea- 
cherons ; defpife their neighbours, and thinli 
aD other nations but themfelves barbarians. 
Thev are verv expeniive in their cloaths, and 
would be fo in their houies and flaves, if the^ 
were not prevented by the King. They fpeal! 
well in uieir own language, and have orator 
among them : thefe are very fond of iimilies 
and are happy in applying them. They alfc 
compofe poems and longs ; they apply them 
ielves to writing, and the ArabtMn arithmetic 
which difiers but little from. ours. Some o: 
them are good mechanics, efpecially in th< 
building o? galiies. They are very dexterouj 
in all (orts of iron work, though they do noi 
work with the fame facility as the Europeans 
They alfo work well in wood and copper, anc 
fi>me of them art (killed in making artillery. 

Since this King's acceffion to the th^-one, thi 
the fubje6b ofAcinn have obtained the reputa- 
tion of being the beft (bldiers in India ; for the) 
have inured themfelves to fatigue, and are ex- 
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S^eda and Dify^ for thoogh the ktter Wis '% 
place of great ftrength, fbrd£cd by the afiiU 
ance of the Pgrtt^Mrfi^ and defended by m pet^ 
fon of great valour and repntation, yet thi 
Kin^ 01 AcUn. took k in nx weeka taae^'fay 
cutang trenches, and maldng gradnal advances* 
They live very ibberly, ana ror the moft part 
upon ricCp ti^ which the richer fort add a mnU 
quantity of fifh» . and a ^.herbs, and» he iniift 
Deaverv«ieatlx>td) who eats iA a day's tine, 
one fowl Goiiled or broiled iipon. the codi. Itii . : 
i, commofi layb^ among ^etn» that if these J 
were aooQ Chnftums in vodx, ccMnttv, ail thdf ; 
beef and ibwls wonld foon be ^nfmned. • ; • 

They piete^d tobe veiy fcSd MiihmtHmt\ 
but arb greac hypocrites, efj^edally in Jthe v^ 
fpea they llew to the Kin||» whom tb6y wDoU 
gladly fte hanged. If tliey fufpeftji Aol^ 
without itafon, that anyone baa's difltke t» 
them, th^ endeavour to -prevent bis -doing 
them an injury, by forming an acbnlktioB* a« 
gainft^ bite before hts Majeft)^ andthefreqneicy 
of theie accufations occa^ons his being & ovel} 
as they make him believe that diere^ve son 
conipincies againft him,, thasi these. smU^ ace* 
In ihort, it is common for one brother ttkaficnfa 
another, or the fon the father,' and i^ 
this account, they are charged with inbwi 
and want of conJcience, they reply^ that 
is far from them, but the Kmg of Jdm 
is near at hand. 

Ajgreeably to die law of Mahomtt^ sfaey \ 
MS msny women as tbey axe ^\fi v^ tbdhd 
one of whom ia inmled toiScA ^ttSanlns;^ 



children efteemed the lawful heirs ; but 
igh they fufter their flaves and concubines 
;o abroad, their wives are confined at home, 
I man marries a young woman, he com- 
ply pays a fum of money for her to her re- 
3ns, and allows her a jointure out of his 
te ; and if (he has a fortune of her own, 
lodges it in the hands of her hufband, and ' 
?s his note for it, which intitles her to re- 
er it, in cafe of a feperation ; or, if the 
band dies firll, this note, together with the 
iture (lipulated in the contradi of marriage, 
ft be firft fatisfied out of the goods of ue 
eafed, even to the prejudice of all other 
ditors ; but if the woman dies firft, the nuf- 
id is intitled to all fhe brought him. TEfi 
band and wife may feparate whenever they 
afe, provided it be by their mutual confent j 

the confent of one party is not fufficient. 
Though ufury is prohibited at Jchen^ they 

allowed to borrow money at 1 2 per cent, per 
r. without pledges. If the debtor refufes to 
S he is cited before a court of juftice, where 
the debt be proved, he is condemned to pay 
in a (hort time, and if it is not paid at the 
le limitted, he is cited to appear a fecond 
le, when he mull either pay it in court, or 
ft his hands tied behind with a wythe, and 
nobody dares to untie him, he continues in 
s poftore, and is obliged to appear before 
r court whenever it fits, till the debt is dif- 
irged. But if the Judge perceives, that Ke 
pears daily, and is unable to ^«l^ x^^ ^^^ 
delivery him up to thecreditOT, xofev^J^Vv 
! n&vc; the creditor then tak^s Vvc^x "^^^ 
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iells him, or does with him what he pleafes^ h 
he does not take away his life.^ 

This court fits evexy momingy except oa 
fridays^ and one of the richeft Orankay s prcfides 
in it. There is alfo a criminal court, in which 
feveral of the principal Orankays prefidc by { 
turns, where cognizance is taken of all 4)aar- ' 
rels, robberies, murders, (ffr. committed in tlie 
city. Any criminal may be flopped or takea 
op, by a child of four or five years of age ; 
for whenever hands are laid upon him, he duril 
not make the lead oppofition ; but ftands like 
a flatue, and fuifers his hands to be tied, ia 
order to be tried before the court, where the 
fentence is immediately put in execution. I 
have feen tall, lazy fellows dragged in this 
manner by little children, and fentenced to be 
lafhed with a wythe over their fhouldcrs, for 
ilealiog to the value of a farthing; and after 
the execution, neither the criminal nor informer 
dare complain. I heard a man tried for peep- 
ing through a hedge to fee his neighbour's wife 
bathing heHeif, for which he was fentenced to 
receive 30 lafhes upon his fhoulders ; but after 
the fentence was pronouced, the criminal pub- 
lickly capitulated with the executioner, and gave 
him 20 maes in open court, in confideration of 
his being whipped with his cloaths on. It is in- . 
deed very common, to bargain with the execu- 
tioner for mitigating the punilhment : for never 
a day pafTes, without the King's ordering a nofe» 
eye, ear, hand, foot, or tefticle to be cut off 
from fome one or other; u^ou which occa/ion, 
xhe executioner geu money fox doviv^\vvi\i\iV 
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nets htndfomely, and with little pain ; and 
if the criminal does not come up to the price, 
and pay him upon the fpot^ he will mangle 
him in a nfoft unhaman manner. After uie 
criminal has thus fuiFeredy whether by the 
King's command, or the fentence of the Judge, 
all the ignominy of his crime is wiped off, and 
if any one upbraids him with it, he may kill 
him with impunity. 

There is another court, in which the Cadi or 
Chief Prieft prefides, and takes cognizance of 
all the infringements of religion. There is al- 
{b a court for determining dnputes among mer- 
chants, whether natives or foreigners. In this 
court an exa£l account is k^t of all the cuf- 
toms, gifts, fines, and conunodities belonging 
to the King, with a \i&. of all the perfons who 
buy of his Majefly, pay the duty, or make him 
prefents. Befides thefe, there are four officers, 
called Pangoulo<w Cavalo, who take cognizance 
of things done in the night-time, as not paying 
the duty, robberies, (Sc. each of which has a 
quarter of the city under his jurifdi6tion. Every 
Orankay has a province or country diflrid, in 
which he gives orders and adminillers juftice. 

Before the reign of the prefent King's grand* 
father, the Orankays having never been oppref- 
fed by their Sovereigns^ nor pillaged by other 
nations, were very rich in lands and houfes, as 
well as in gold and filver. The city was fix 
times larger than at prefent ; the flreets were 
crowded with people, and no city in Iniiia had 
fo flourilhing a trade ; for nocMteia^^^t^ ^^- 
quired, but that of the Cha^yc, ^xv^ isvetO^a.^^ 
jnlght unload and take m a VteftyXa^vcv*^^^^^ 
Vol. VIII. T ^^^ 
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fifteen days. The Orankays dien lived inhrge^ 
ftately hoafes with canmm at their gates, a&d 
had a great number 6f flaves, both to ienrc and* 
guard them. They diefled magnificently, had 
pompous retinnes; and weremwfa relpemd by . 
the people. This grandenr and audiofity, not j 
only lenened die power of the King, but wu' 
often fetal to hit perfon, fo that the SoTereigft- 
feldom enjoyed his crown abenre two years, and,* • 
if he did, he had no more than' the tide.- 
In this fitoadon, diings conttnned dll the 
' extiuftioh of die andent Royd lim^ which' 
happened about 40 years wo, when t&e Onn^ 
kays met in cirder to chafe a Kin|; ; but every 
one endeavouring to obtain diat digoity, it was 
refolved to decide die dilpute by tlie imrd. 
While they were in this ferment, die Cafi by ' 
his authority and temonftrances, perfuaded tlieiA! 
to Men to an expedient* that would remove alt ' 
their jealoufies, which was to fet the crown 
upon the head of a certain Orankay, who dor* 
ing theie divifions, had endeavoured to dbtiSn 
nothing (or himfelfor family, which was onc^ 
of the nobleft in Jchen ; but lived peaceably 
with the reputadon of being a wife experienced 
man, 1^ being then 70 years of ajge.' The 
Orankays accepted die propofal, as it did, not 
remove their refpeAive pretendons, fince . he 
was only in^ded to a preference, on account of 
hi« age and prudence ; but after aUy. die old 
Tiobleman defir^ to be excufed, alledging diat 
he had for fome time redred from the afSrs of 
the w^rld, and wiftiedfot ikOiSiDATUjLtEUQiK-dian 
to pafs the rcmaindcT o£ \S% vS^ia v*»* 



T&/*7 



m 



M: 



■a*.\s 









tl^ EAST INDIES. ' 4?^ 
*tjpon this the Orankays fell together by th« 
ears ; but at lafl finding that every thing ran 
into confufion, they endeavoured to threaten 
the old Orankay into an acceptance of the 
crown ; but both their threats and intreaties 
were equally ineifedual* 

At laft, they all came In a body to his houfe. 
The Cadi carrying the crown, and one of the 
Orankays a naked fword, when they repre- 
iented to the old Nobleman, that they could 
not poflibly find any other remedv for their 
prefent calamity, but that of making nim King : 
That as they had frequently importuned him 
to accept of. the crown, they now came once 
more to make him the laft offer, and if he flill 
refufed to accept it, they were determined to 
cut him off immediately, to prevent their in* 
fi&ivg any longer on an ufelefs expedient. The 
old Orankay finding himfelf in this dilenmia, 
told them, that though he had firmly refolved 
to finifh his days without interfering in the 
diilurbances of public affairs, yet iince nothing 
but his mounting the throne could prevent a 
pernicious war, he would accept their offer, 
upon condition that they ihould refped him as 
a father, and he fhould treat them as his chil- 
dren. They all thanked him, and having 
propiifed not only to honour him as their pa- 
rent, but to refpeft him as their fovereign, in* 
ffantly inveffed him with the royal dignity. 

After his coronation he took poffefiion of the 
caftlc, and inviting all the Orankays to ai €<.^<k^ 
upon an appointed day, made IwiJci. n^5^ ^^X 
pandons for their entext9axaxiSi\X.> x^^"^ ."^^ 
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Orankays were filled with admiration. Wheit 
the feflival arrived, the Orankays were drawn 
up in order in a court near the King's apart- 
ment, and conduced by the Chappes into an 
hall ; but as they entered it, were immediately 
feized and dragged into another court behind 
the building, where the King had caufed a 
deep ditch to be dug, upon the brink of which 
their throats v/efe cut, and then their bodies 
were thrown into it. In the mean time the 
mufic played, and nothing but fongs and 
mirth were heard in the haH. Thefe murders 
were carried on with fuch fuccefs, that iioo 
were cut off before thofe in the i-ear could per- 
ceive any thing of the matter, when the fmall 
remainder (lipped foftly out of the caftle, without 
diilinflly knowing what foundation thev had 
for diilrufl, till tiie next day, when all the 
principal Orankays were mining. 

The inhuman monfter having thus cut off all 
he fufpe6led, and fecured himfelf in the caiUe 
with a good body of guards, he publifhed a 
declaration, that this preat execution was ne- 
ceffary for the fafety or his own perfon and the 
ftate ; that as in former times the Orankays 
had made and dethroned KLings at pleafure, and 
extinguiihed the antient line, fo when they 
were on the point of cutting one another's 
throats, they could find no o3\cr remedy but 
that of forcing him to be king in order to ferve 
him as they had done the reft; but that fince 
he was King, he did not chufe to be expofed to 
the incon/lant humours of l\ve Ot^ak-ac^*^ who 
ufter they had maffacte4Vi\m, >NO\i\^ Vw^t^*. 
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relapfed into their former animofities, and have 
made the people fuiFer by their quarrels : In 
Ihort, that nis defign was to preferve the gene- 
ral peace, to reign in equity, and to execute 
fevere juftice upon all offenders. 
^ Finding that after this declaration, nobody 
came to pay him the ufual refpefts at the cattle, 
he demolifhed all the houfes of the Oranka)^s 
he had cauie to be murdered, and lodged their 
cannon, arms, and effedls in the caftle, pro- 
hibited building with ftone, or the Orankays 
having cannon or intrenchments, and ordered 
that all the houfes fhould be but one ilory high, 
and their walls be made of matts, as they are 
at this day. He conferred the quality of Gran- 
kay upon his favourites, allowing them part of 
the lands which had delonged to thofe wno had 
been executed, and put to death all who ih6w- 
ed any diflike to his conduct, fo that in the 
iirft year of his reign 20,000 perfons were ex- 
ecuted, and in the fecond, feveral thoufands 
more. 

This Prince reduced the citjr almoft to the 
condition it is now in. He u(ed the Arabian 
merchants very ill ; but was extremely civil to 
the Englijh and Dutch^ who fettled there during 
his reign. He educated the prefent King, who 
was his daughter's fon, and died in the year 
1603, aged ninety-five, leaving two fons, who 
were advanced in years ; to the eldett of whom 
he left the kingdom of Achen^ and all his ter- 
ritories along the coaft of Sumatra to the weft- 
ward ; and to the other, th^ kVxi^^ci^sv cA ^ edxr ^ 
mth the territories upon tYvt ^^c^co^Sl* "Vj^^^ 
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Princes being of a meek difpofition, an in- 
rinite number of diforders were committed a€ 
Achen for want of a feverc execution of jufticc, 
'I'he King of Achen happening to give fom0 
flight rebuke to his nephew the pretent King, 
whom he entertained at his court, that Prince 
fled to his uncle the King of Fedir^ who gav^ 
him a very kind reception ; when the King of 
Achen de firing his brother to fend back hif 
nephew to him, he made anfwer, that he would 
not offer violence to a yoimg Prince, whom 
their father had recommended to their care. 
Upon this the two brothers declared war againft 
each other, when the forces of Pedir were com- 
manded by the nephew ; and in this war above 
60,000 men were flain. But though the 
nephew had frequently the advantage, yet as 
the forces of Achen were mofl numerous, thofe 
of Pedir at laft refufed to march, upon which 
their King was obliged to deliver up his ne- 
phew to the King of Achen^ who immediately 
laid him in irons. 

In the mean while the Portuguefe made a 
defcent upon Achen^ and carried a turf fort at 
the entrance of the river. At this jundure the 
young Prince deiiring his uncle to let him fight 
againft the Portuguefe he releafed him ; and the 
royal youth behaved with fuch bravery in two 
or three battles with the Portuguefe^ that he 
acquired great reputation. His mother, an 
adlive, ambitious woman, now formed a defign 
of making him King of Achen^ and fumifhed 
him with Targe fums of money, to be diftributed 
among the principal Oratik^Ns, ^^\>3^\^\^N\K«t 



1 



the EAST INDIES. %tf 
\kt was very familiar in his converfation : What« 
ever he had he fhared among his friends i re- 
fufed nothing that was afliedof him, and, in a 
wordy ihewed himfelf liberri fo the Orankays, 
affable to the rich, the companion of thofe who 
profdied arms, and extremely courteous to the 
common people. At this time the Kin^ of 
Achen died fuddenly, when the Prince got into 
thecafUe; made great promifes to the Officers ; 
advanced a large fum to the Governor of the 
calUe ; bribed the guards ; diftributed money 
among the principal Orankays, and threatened 
the Cadi, who fcruf led to crown him. In ihort» 
he managed his intrigues with fuch fuccefs, that 
he was proelaimed Kin^ that verv night, to the 
great joy of the people, who had conceived 
extraordinary hopes from his liberality and 
courtefy, as well as his valour. 

As Pedir is but 12 miles from. Jchnif the 
Kine of that place was foon informed of his 
brother's death, and came the next day to re- 
ceive the inveiliture of his patrimony ; but on 
his approaching the caftle with a fmall retinue, 
he fell into the hands of his nephew, who for- 
getting his former favours, kept him a month 
prifoner in the caflle, and then pretending to 
fend him to a more agreeable retreat at a di- 
flance from the city, caufed his throat to be cut 
by the way. Thofe who had fet the crown 
upon his head, were not better ufed ; for he 
began with the Governor of the cafUe, who 
had taken moil of his money, and ended with 
thofe who had received the leaft. Peo^l^ ^"ao. 
found that Jie was inur^lY Oaaxv^^^^ \ ^w vc&s.'^^ 
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of being humane, he was cruel ; inHead of his 
former liberality, he diiplayed an extreme ava-^ 
rice ; and that meeknefs and afFability, for 
which he was before diftinguiihed, was changed 
into an auftere and inexorable temper. In 
ihort, he has fhed more blood than his grand- 
father did in his whole reign. He has in a 
manner depopulated the whole territory of 
Acbetij and drained not only the natives, but 
the foreigners who refide diere, of all their 
money. It is true, he has endeavoured to re- 
people the dty from his conquefts, or more 
properly ravages ; for having ruined the king- 
doms of Jor^ Dihly, Pahan^ ^judof and PerMf 
he tranfported from thence to Achen, about 
22,000 perfons ; but as he did not allow them 
a grain of rice for their fupport, they died of 
hunger in the ftreets, fo that at preient there 
are fcarce 1500 of them left. 

He has 3000 women whom he keeps partly 
for a guard, and partly for other ufes. They fcl- 
dom leave the caflle ; they have a market of 
their own, and traffick with each other for foch 
things as are their own manufafture. They 
are ranged under feveral Captains ; have their 
civil judges and night officers as well as the 
city ; b"ut none are allowed to enter their apart- 
ments, except the King's Eunuchs, who are 
faid to be about 500 in number. The King has 
alfo many wives and concubines, and 20 of his 
wives are the lawful daughters of the Kings he 
has pillaged ; the laft wife he obtained by this 
means was the Queen of Pera^ who is faid to 
be very handfome 5 b^t ftom Vw\\fe \\a& t^ty.^ 
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trafted a difcafe that is likely to carry him olF, 
unlefs the vigour of his conftitution, for he is 
row in his prime, be able to overcome it. By- 
all thcfe wives he has only one fon, who is 18 
years of age. Some time ago his father gave 
him the kingdom of Pedir ; but he behaved 
with fuch cruelty and licentioufnefs, that the 
King called him home, and had him torment- 
ed with great feverity : Since which time he 
is always confined in the caftle, except when 
he goes to the Mofijue, and then he has it pom- 
pous retinue. 

The King places his greateft ftrength in his 
elephants, which amout to 900 ; they are bred 
to tread fire under their feet, to be unmoved at 
the firing of the artillery, and to falute his 
Majefty when they pafs by his apartments, by 
bending their knees and raifing their trunks 
three times. There never was a prince in Achen 
who had fuch dexterity in managing thefe ani«- 
mals ; for he will fland upright upon their backs 
while they run full fpeed. For my part, I had 
rather walk ten flages on foot, than ride four 
leagues upon an elephant. The King has alfb 
about 200 horfes, sdl of which, as well as the 
elephants, have rich and magnificent trappings. 

The King of Achen is ftronger by fea than 
any of his neighbours : For he has about 100 
large galleys, a third part of which are much 
bigger than thofe of Europe ; I faw the keel of 
an ordinary one that was all of one piece, and 
120 feet long. They arc handfomely bulk^ 
but are broader and lughet X^^axi ^'c^ oxi'^xxa 
be. Their rigging is too v/eik. to ^^vx'^'"'^ 
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and their oars are too ihort, they being only 
poles with a piece of wood fixed at one end of 
them : They commonly mount three large 
pieces of cannon, fome of which will carry a 
ball of 40 pounds. They hare befides feveral 
falconets planted before and abaft. The largefl 
galleys commonly carry fix or eight hundred 
men. Thefc galleys are divided among the 
principal Orankays, who are obliged to fit them 
out for fea ; to take caie of them when they re- 
turn, and to repair them at their own expence. 

The King's wars are not very chargeable to 
him, for at his command all his fubjeds march 
at their own expcnce, and carrying provifions 
with them for three months. The I^ing givea 
them arms, a regifter of which is kept, and 
they are obliged to reflore them at their return. ' 
Their wives, children, and parents, if they 
have any, are anfwerable for their behaviour, 
for if they give way before the enemy, not 
only they themfelves, but their innocent rela- 
tions pay for it. By this means the King has 
brought them to be good foldiers, and the ter- 
ror of their neighbours. If they continue 
above three months in the field, he is at the 
e::pence of rice for their fupport. 

From the above account it is plain, that the 
King cannot fail of being rich, for in war he 
is only at the cxpence of arms, powder, lead, 
and rice, which is very inconfiderable, and in 
peace he fpends yet lefs ; for as to the main- 
tenance of his family, he has more flefh, fowl, 
fi(h, rlccy oils, fugar, atvdVvwbs, naid him by 
hid /ubjeds than ^e coxi^\xm^d.\3EiU«t^S\^^«sA 



the EAST INDIES. 215 

die furplus is fold in the market for his ad- 
vantage. Befides, he allows his fervants no- 
thing out rice, and if they eat any thing elfe, 
they muft purchafe it by their own labour and 
induftry. He parcels out large hereditary 
eftates among his fubjefts, whom he oHliges to 
furnifh him with a certain quantity of rice every 
year, whether the crop be good or bad, and 
calculates the produce of his land with fuch 
exadlnefs, that the fanners mufl not be idle if 
they maintain themfelves and pay him, who 
never bates them a fmgle grain. The rice he 
puts into his magazines, and keeps it till the 
latter end of autumn, when it fetches a double 
price ; but if it is a plentiful year at Achettf 
he fends it to fome neighbouring country where 
it is fcarce. 

He has great herds of cattle kept by his 
flaves ; but his elephants coft him nothing, for - 
he gives them only the trunks of banana trees, 
which being cut down, a fprout fprings up the 
next year, that bears fruit. His fighting 
cocks coil him nothing, for the Orankays 
take more care of them than of their own 
children. He is at no expence for his own 
nor his women's cloaths, for on one cer- 
tain day of the year, all that have any office or 
place at Achetiy arc obliged to make him a pre- 
fent of one or more garments, according to 
the income of their places, or elfe of fluffs for 
cloathing the women, when every one flrives 
to outdo each other in the magnificetvce o^ Vvh 
prefent ; for if the King does not V\V<t \)tv^ q^^wsv^-^x 
or^uf[s, he returns them back, an^^^^ ^"^"^^ 
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that gave them is fare to be turned out of hi» 
polt, unlcfs he quickly accommodates the 
matter by means of a large fum of money, or 
if he is a rich man, he will be charged with 
fome maladminiflration in his ofHce» and per- 
haps put to death. 

He cauies many houfes to be built of rough 
ftone, which in that country are thought in- 
imitable, though they fall infinitely fhort of 
what we have in Europe^ and thefe houfes being 
built by his (laves coit him little. Thefe ilaves 
work four days in eight for their own livdy- 
hood; for the King pays nothing for their 
maintenance. They are moftly employed in 
cutting wood, making of jnortar, labouiing 
in the quarries, and in building. Therie are 
three or four overfeers of their work, who ar© 
maintained by the ilaves, for thoifa^jyho under- 
iland any trade are excufed from wSlIdiig for 
^e King ; but they pay a duty of about 5 dm 
a day. 

The King is heir to all hi5 (ubjeSs, who 
die without male iilue, and if they leaVe any 
daughters unmarried, he puts them into the 
caflle, which occafions his women being io 
numerous. He alfo has the eftates of thofe 
whom he every 4ay puts to death; and to 
prevent their alienating their eftates or goods, 
he takes them by furprize, and has their wives, 
children, flaves, cattle, money, and all their 
moveables lodged in the caftle, before they 
know their fentence. He is alfo heir to all 
foreigners that die vjk\vm\v\^ tetiltories ; for 
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On the 6th of Auguft, when thefe calms and 
rains Hill continued, there fuddenly came a 
whirlwind that laflcd for two minutes, tore all 
our frals, and carried the main-top-fail quite 
ofF. The next day we faw fome fwallows and 
butterflies, which let us know that we were 
near land. On the 13th we faw an ifland to 
the north in 16°. latitude, which we knew to 
be St, Nicholas J one of the Cape de i^<?r<!/ iflands. 
Qn tlie 1 6th we made the ifland of Bt, Vincent^ 
cail anchor in £ve fathom water, and the next 
day fent our fick men, who were very nume- 
rous, on fhore, where they recovered apace. 

Th ! ufual anchorage of this iiland lies in 
17°. 20'. north latitude. It affords at this 
fciii'oii of the year great plenty of large turtle, 
and here we met with an herb v/hich in 
fome meafure rcfembles fpinage, but is in- 
finitely lH*t<er; we ufed it both in fallad and 
foiip ; ard tliis, as well as the flefh of the ; 
turtle, cured our men o^'dropiies in eight days. 
It is aifo wdl Hocked with young kids, which 
are dlilicu't to be caught without dogs. To ' 
the e-iitward, under a high mountain, there are 
vnll quantities of purflain ; but we faw no 
f uit except wild fi;::;, which were fpoilt by 1 
th: worms. The ifland is alfo furnifhed ' 
with a -onfiderable quantity of wild pires, \ 
w -ich is the only wood it produces. The 
vva er of the ifland is generally brackilh ; 
bi;t upon ihe fouth-weft part of the bay, near 
the place of anchorage, there is a finall fprinor, 

which I 
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whick if dean fed and dug deep, would afforc 
pretty good water. There is very good 
)ifhing along the rocks, and efpecially at a 
jfmall rock at the entrance of the bay, where, 
in two hours time, fevcn or eight men may 
catch fifh enough to fumifh a meal for 200. 
In ihort, it is not inferior to St, Hdenay as a 
place of rcfrelhment, excepting only that its 
water is not fo ^ood. However, it is all over 
acceflable, and furnifhed with pleafant walks. 
This ifland is about nine leagues in cir- 
cumference, and has feveral fine bays; but 
that towards the ifland of St, Anthony y is the 
bell road for fhips that can be imagined ; for 
we rode in five fathoms water, and an excel- 
lent fandy ground ; but though we travelled 
over moll part of the ifland we faw neither 
men nor horfes. , 

We left St, Vincent on the i cth of September, 
after which we had feveral violent florms. On 
the 1 2 th of O£loher^ we defcryed the Azores ; 
but it was the 17th before we could weather 
them. On the 19th, we had a violent florm 
from the north-wefl: that broke our mizen-maft, 
and obliged us to bring our main-top-mall 
upon the deck ; and on the third of November ^ 
we perceived the L/'z/ir// point in England^ and 
on the firft of December arrived fafe at Ha^vre 
de Grace, after a voyage of 38 months. 

Thus our author ends his voyage, which, 
notwithilanding his lofmg the Hope, and the 

advice 




mce boat, proved a faving one, and would 
doubtlefs have been highly advantae;eous to 
the company, if the Hope had not been loft, 
fince at the time of her being burnt, her cargo 
was worth 75 or 80,000/. fterling. 



ne End of the Eighth Volume. 




